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Mo. VIII.--SATURDAY, DECEMBER 18, 1819. 



PROM MY ELBOW CHAIR. 

That ^very age is, as it were, an improved edi- 
tion of the preceding one, and that in the" natural 
course of events, the human race is making a grad- 
ual advance to a state of comparative perfectibil- 
ity in knowledge and virtue; I think cannot be 
doubted by an accurate observer of what is going 
on in the world. The daily discoveries in science ; 
the vast improvements in the mechanical arts ; the 
immense number of societies for disseminating re- 
ligion, and bettering the morals of the race of man- 
kind — and, above all, the prodigious advances made 
of late years in the mode of educating children, 
cannot fail in due time of producing that great 
consummation denominated the Millennium. 

The present age is, however, most particularly 
distinguished for the singular improvement made 
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in the mode of instruction generally pursued among 
jcivilized nations, which, notwithstanding it had 
been somewhere about six thousand years in prac- 
• rice, was, it is pretty well demon%trated, founded 
in an utter ignorance of the nature of the human 
faculties, as well as their manner of developing 
themselves.. Indeed; when we consider the march 
of the world in arts, science, and general knowl- 
edge, we cannot help acknowledging the natural 
and innate vigour of the human mind, which was 
jcnabled to make so great a progress, notwithstand- 
ing the obstacles thrown in its way by such a pre- 
posterous system of education^ The wonder is 
not that people continued so long in comparative 
ignorance, but that they acquired so much under 
^0 many disadvantages. 

In contrasting the systems pursued by the wor^ 
thy Thomas Dilworth, once of renowned memory, 
but now of no memory at all, and his equally wor-r 
thy successors down to the present time, with that 
of Messrs, Pestaloz?i, ancl the heads of the new 
school, it will be found that they are distinguished 
by a radical and fundamental difference. The 
former began with teaching children the simple 
elements, and so proceeded, step by step, from let-r 
ters to syllables, from syllables to words, and frona 
words to sentences. It was supposed, with what 
a mistaken simplicity I shall demonstrate in the 
sequel, that this slow, gradual, and laborious method 
pf inibibing the first principles of education, was 
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best adapted to the strengthening of the m^moryi 
as well as the disciplining and maturing of those 
faculties which in their combined operation consti* 
tute what is called human reason. Experience 
had taught them, that the greater the difficulty in 
making an acquisition, the more likely it is to be 
properly valued and properly used — and that things 
easily learned are as easily forgotten. But ex- 
perience is only an infallible guide to a certain 
point; it can tell us what have been the conse- 
quences of past discoveries and alterations ; but it. 
is no prophet to disclose those hidden sources of 
improvement which lie dormant in the womb of 
the future, until some chosen genius wakes them 
into life and usefulness. 

Such a chosen genius was at last found, who 
completely exposed the folly of the idea of a grad- 
ual development of .the youthful faculties, and 
clearly demonstrated that the human mind was of 
the nature of an anti-climax; consequently, the 
proper method of cultivating it was to teach the 
higher branches first, by which means, from a 
natural effect of mental gravity, the mind would 
descend with a most agreeable facility down into 
the region of the simple elements. It was argued, 
and the position was certainly impregnable, that 
tfa child could be brought to comprehend a word, 
it must of necessity also comprehend the syllables 
and letters which composed it, and consequently 
if the word were taught first, it would be quite un*- 



necesffiofy to descend to the labour and wanton 
waste of time, consiuned in the acquiBition of the 
aforesaid elements* In short, the axiom was al« 
most self-evident, that a knowledge of the whole 
included a knowledge of all the parts, and the only 
doubt remaining was with respect to the possibility 
of a child comprehending that whole without be- 
ing first initiated into a perception c^ the minor 
parts. 

It was on this ground objected to this admirable 
$ystem, that it was tasking the youthful .mind be** 
yond its strength, by thus rendering a premature 
exertion of the faculties necessary, at a period 
when such exertion was calculated to weaken, if 
not destroy, its elasticity. It was not to be expect- 
ed, they maintained, that the intellects of a child 
could all at once expand to the comprehension of a 
combination, without first being made to under«> 
stand the constituent parts ; and, consequently, to 
teach in this preposterous manner was to make a 
parrot of a child, by causing it merely to repeat 
sounds it did not understand. 

It is often found that the greatest and most im- 
portant truths are elicited by opposition. Invent- 
ors are almost always obliged to task their minds 
for arguments to meet the objections of their oppo- 
nents, who thus not unfrequently lead theni into 
the true methods of perfecting a discovery which 
was at first incomplete. Thus it happened, that 
the last and greatest impovement in the system of 



edneadon in this country, was suggested* by the 
i^avils of these enemies to the progress of mental 
improvement. Accordingly, to these objections it 
was triumphantly replied, that, if the infant mind 
was too weak to comprehend the abstract idea of 
the whole of any thing without first becoming ac- 
quainted with its parts, this objection could not 
apply to the thing itself* As the senses were the 
medium of all our knowledge, to present to the 
eyes, nose, mouth, and iinger-ends of the scholia, 
the very thing itself, instead of puzzling his brain 
with a vague and unsatisfactory definition, which 
at best ccHiveyed nothing more than an idea, was 
necessarily the best and shortest way of enabling 
him to gain a thorough knowledge of its -nature and 
properties. 

Accordingly, all appeals to the understanding, 
except through the medium of the senses, were 
very properly discarded in the seminaries where 
this improved system was adopted. Instead of the 
slow, one might say endless progression, by which*, 
the youthful mind had hitherto gained the vestibule 
of th.e temple of knowledge, and in which the 
blooming spring time of life was entirely consu- 
med, they were now conducted, by a short cut, as 
it were, into the very arcanum of the temple itself. 
And this, too, was attained without study or reflec- 
tion. Without the labour of investigation, they 
became as wise as their teachers themselves ; and 
like the sportive birds, that neither toiled or spun, 
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were arrayed in the bright mantle of scholarship 
'without the degrading necessity of intellectual 
labour. The fair forms of science and of knowl- 
edge wer^ pres,ented naked before them, instead 
of being enveloped in the gorgeous mantle of 
"word^ ; and they had only to open their eyes, to 
see tind comprehend. The teacher was the de- 
pository of all knowledge, and nature was his book. 
He walked forth with his pupils into the fields and 
the woods— he introduced them to the acquaintance 
of every thing animate and inanimate. The earth, 
the skies, the whole universe, was as a map, for 
the study of the lively candidate for knowledge, 
who thus gathered his information from the foun- 
tain-head, and embraced the substance, instead of 
pursuing the shadow, of knowledge. 

An acorn was a subject for a lecture on that 
mysterious power of reproduction, which ordains 
with all the certainty of fate — ^that the acorn, and 
the acorn alone, shall produce the oak — ^while the 
smallest insect afforded an example of that still 
more mysterious organization of matter, which 
gives motion, life, and consciousness to those ele- 
ments, which, in their simple state, are destitute of 
either. Every object in nature, in short, afforded 
the subject of a lecture, and it was only for the 
pupil to ask questions, instead of stupifying him- 
self with books, to become as wise as his teacher. 
This was truly delightful ; but it was discovered 
in ^ little time^ that there was a species of knowl- 
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edge, a class of ideas, and a mode of ratiocination, 
altogether independent of mere matter, and into 
i;rhich the mind could not be conducted through 
the avenue of mere sensible objects. This diffi- 
culty led to the discovery of what may be called 
ihe climax of the perfectibility of this exquisite 
system^ It produced the Grammatical Mirror and 
the Grammatical Bar ; and no doubt will lead to 
the invention of a series of machinery, combining 
matter, motion^ andlallegory, or hieroglyphic ; and 
equally calculated to instruct our youth, not only in 
the comprehension of mere siensible objects, but 
also to initiate them into all the abstruse subtleties 
ef the most involved metaphysical discussions. 

I confess I had seen occasional notices of these 
extraordinary machines in the public newspapert, 
but considered them quite as ridiculous as the dis- 
covery of perpetual motion, and the pretensions of 
tlie inventors as on a par with those of a quack 
doctor to skill in^ medicine, or a politician to 
honesty. It was not until last Saturday, wheii I 
3feceived the following extraordinary letter, that I 
became convinced of the utility of these astonish* 
ing inventions, I determined to lose not a moment 
in giving them a proper introduction to our readers. 
Indeed, to say the truth, the present number is 
published two days earlier than it was originally 
contemplated, in order to give the world the full 
benefit of these blessed cof^trivances as early at 

posjiible, It is incredible what benefits may result 

A3 
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from them to the people at large, and especially to 
bank-directors, practitioners of the law, and itiner- 
aAt ministers of the gospel, whose early education 
has been neglected. Not to keep the reader wait- 
ing any longer, i transcribe the letter which gave 
rise to these speculations, premising that I hare 
not altered a single word> or porrected a single 
granimatical error. 

TO L4lUNC£L0T LAN08TAFF, SSO* ' 

'* Sir, 

" Understanding your paper has a great circula-^ 
tion, not onlyin the cities, but throughout all parti 
of the country, I have chosen it as the medium for 
doing jus^ic^ to the merits of certain teachers of 
grammar, and chirography, and tachygraphy — com-^ 
monly called writing-masters. The world is not 
sufficiently aware of the wonderful utility of their 
newly-discovered methods, notwithstanding the ex« 
traordinary care t^ken to set forth their merits in 
i^ewspgpers and handbills ; and the consequence is^ 
that our children, as well as many grown-up per-r 
sons, continue to waste their time in vain attempts 
to learn gramipar and chirography by the old ez-» 
pk)ded methods, whereas, were they only to resort 
to the new, they might master the former in sixty 
hours, and the latter in three lessons, 

*' As this is an incredulous world, and apt to dis- 
(sredit every novelty, I shall be very particular in 
th^ def^ls of my own case, for the purpose of 



puttmg down all opposition, by a plain statemetit 
of facts^ . You must knowy sir^ I am one of those 
unfortunate young leUows that pass for blockheaicki 
at school, principally owing to the defects of the 
present prevailing mode of teaching. I had nmch 
ado in leaming to read, and after two years an-* 
wearied application, managed to ccmipose a sort of 
hieroglyphics, which might be mistaken for wri-^ 
ting by- near-8ight«d people, by meams of being 
knocked oyer the knuckles half a dozen times of 
a summing. As to spelling, that was out Y)f fhe 
question ; for I was so taken up with forming my 
letters, that I had no. time to attend to any thing 
else.^ This, I understood, was altogether owing to 
my not being taught by the analytical mode, which 
has lately been adopted with such wonderful suc- 
cess. But, as I told you before, the blame was all 
laid to my door — ^the' boys called me dunce-^the 
teacher rapped me over the knuckles— «3nd my 
poor father and mother began to think of putting 
me out to a trade instead of making me a lawyer, 
as they all along intended. 

'* But iQj chirographical difficulties were nothing, 
compared to my grammatical miseries ; which were 
of so aggravated a nature^ that I actually came 
near to resolve myself into an interjection, and 
exhale in a sigh. I went three times through 
Mmtay's Ghrammar, which I learned every word 
by heart, until I could actually repeat it in my 
sleep ; and yet I solenmly decls^e to you, that tb* 
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utmost I codtd do was to distinguish the singulaf 
from the plural, and the masculine frbna the fem- 
inine gender. You would scarcely believe, from 
&is letter, what Work I made with S^tax^ and 
how I jumbled the moods and tenses together, to 
the utter confounding both of sense and grammar/ 
Though I could decline the nouns a!id conjugate 
the verbs as set down in the book, I could never^ 
for the soul oJF me, apply these rules anywhere 
else. One day my master got out of patience^ 
fell into the imperative mood, gave me a great 
knock on the head with a mahogany ruler, and 
«ent me home bleeding, with his best compli*' 
metits^ and a particular request never to see my 
face again. This put the finishing stroke to my 
education ;f I went to school no noore. My father 
desired me to make choice of some handicraft 
trade to learn ; but I delayed from time to time, 
under pretence of not being able to make the se- 
lection i for I had a sort of imiate consciousness 
that nature intended fide for on& of the liberal pro* 
fessions. 

** By great good Itick, before I couM bring my 
mind to a decision on the matter just mentioned, 
my father happened to see the advertisement de* 
tailing the extraordinary properties of a certain 
newly-invented machine for teaching grammar in 
- sixty hours. He was excessively pleased with the 
notion set forth by the ingenious inventors, * of em*- 
liloying the -perceptive faculties, in conveying to 
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the mind lite whys and the VherefEVFes,' togeAct 
with the happy plan for banishing those ' arbitrary 
symbols,' Tulgarly called letters, which ought not 
to be tolerated in this republican country, where 
all arbitrary power is disclaimed ; and move par* 
ticularly because, although they pretend to conrvey 
ideas to the mind, they * lure not the resembknoes 
of ideas'^ — eonfound the impostors ! — they were the 
cause of my passing for a blockhead so long, as I 
soon afterward discovered. In sHprt, my fathet 
was unutterably delighted to learn- from these ad-, 
vertisements, that there was actually i» New- York 
a machine ^ which exhibited a manifest represeito- 
tion of all parts of the human speech— which im^ 
parted information more expeditiously than worde 
— ^which presentedan exact imitation of the agent 
with its cases — of the objact with its pas8ions-H>f 
the substantive with its genders — and of the aeltcm 
with its manners ^nd its times,' For my part, I 
neither believed a word of »11 this, nor could I 
comprehend how the genders couM be represented 
in a mirror, as this machine was called, in any 
tolerably reputable manner. 

^'•However, my father was resolved to try what 
virtue there was in machinery, and forthwith gal- 
lanted me off to this wonderM miiror-^and won* 
derful it was, I do assure you. It put me in mind 
of a show-box, where you se€ every thing in a min- 
ute, and travel over the whole world in less thm jl 
quarter a[ an hour. The principal difference be* 

2 
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tween them was^diaf you coidd se^ alttbe wotkderil 
of the show^box for sixpence, whereas a peep into 
die wonderful* leohing-glct$8.m» rathet more ex-* 
pensive/ 

'* My fiather would have me take a lesson imme- 
diately, justly considering that no time was to be 
lost in completing my education/ Sb the show-' 
man, I beg pardon, the lecturer,* put his machinery 
in motion. The different pavtRsr of speech being 
the elennpents ^ the science of grammar, a^ he 
justly observed, he iirst passed fliem in succession 
before the looking-glass, like die shades of Ban- 
quo's race. First came the little articles, which 
the lecturer observed were so difficult to represent 
1>y any substance, that he was obliged to resort to 
the ' arbitrary symbols' of tetters to deifCribe them. 
Then came foidi two figures,- male and female, fli6 
form^ of which, in passing before the mhrrbr^ 
made a bow/ and the latter a courtesy. They 
stopped just in the middle/ 'These now,' quoth 
the lecturer,- ' »e what we clill crubstantives, be- 
cause they are made of substance — now for the 
adjective. It is only to ask the question, "What 
fiort of people are these," and the adjective pops in 
upon us without being called — it is & good macrt', ^ 
virtuous woman — a bad man, or a worthless Wo- 
man. You see the quality of the substantive is 
thus clearly defined.' * He then proceeded to iBus- 
4arate, by exhibiting the distinction between the 
masculine and feminine gender ; and dismissed the 



«ib«taiitives by puttiBg therif tfaBOHi^ the tenses, 
^dmg with the past. 

*' Afterward he oaHed them before the glass oooe 
more, to assist in giving another 'manifest repre- 
sentation of all parts of speech.' — ' You see, sir, 
|h.ey now stand perfectly still — <they are, then, mere 
simple subst^ivces — ^inoiqpable of auction or passion, 
Utijal I give the woxd-r-walk'-r-cried he, in an au- 
thoritative tone, and presently thQ figures moved. 
* Seel — continued our lecturer — * they ^aul — ^walk 
is niie verb, gentlemen, — ^'tis as'plain as.day-^nona 
of your letters, your arbitrary symlxds for me,' 
After this he I»roceed^d to exjbibit more 'manifest 
representations of all ihe parts of speech,' together 
with their yarious attribute. I should tire you 
were I to particularize them all, and wiU tberefoie 
only notice some of the most remarkable. 

" Th^re was a verb active, in the form of a little 
fellow dressed in a fireman's. cap, and running 
about apparently Crying fire, and making the most 
furious gesticulations. Nfixt appeared a passive 
verb, sitting demurely in a comer, as it were, con- 
templating the bustling little fellow in. the fire- 
man's cap, and occasionally wringing her hands, 
as if it w^ all over with her, and there was no use 
in any further ex^ions. The verb n^iter was 
personified l^ a New- York politician, standing 
aloof at an election, to see whiqh party was likely 
to carry the day. After this trio had passed befoge 
)bp mirror, I took the liberty to remai^, ^t, ^ be 



hftd a little befwe given * a manifeBt representa- 
tion' of the part of speech called a substantiTe, bf 
a human figure, it seemed rather calculated to pro- 
duce a ccrtifiuion of ideas, to make human figures 
the manifest representation of the parts of speech 
called verbs also. The lecturer easily satisfied 
me by saying, that in order to get rid of those ^ ar- 
bitrary symbols' called letters, he was obliged to 
resort altogether to sensible objects — ^and as men 
and women "were the most sensible objects he was 
acquainted with, he preferred them to all others. 
From this he proceeded to other Hlustrations. The 
copulative conjunction was represented by a little 
man in blacky with a band like a parson, which our 
lecturer pronounced the happiest ^manifest repi«- 
aentation' of a part of speech he had ever seen — 
' because/ said he, * as the conjunction unites the 
different parts of a sentence, so does' the parson 
bring together the different sexes, thereby produ- 
cing the identical part of speech we are now con- 
sidering.' I asked him^ how he managed with the 
disjunctive conjunction — ^when he produced and 
held before the glass, withanfinite self-compla- 
cency, a view of Doctors* Commons^ where he in- 
formed us divorces were obtained in England. 
The last ^manifest representation' of a part of 
speech was a personage somewhat resembling a 
Shaking Quaker, who, as he passed before the 
mirror, threw up his eyes, sighed ever and ancm 
gery deeply, and al length exclaimed ' Ah me !' 



'Ah !' crifd our brisk lecturer, 'that ijs my little in- 
teijection, and ivith him we will conclude our first 
lecture.' 

'' He then dismissed us, after apjpointing a time 
for a second lecture. For my part, I may safely 
say,^ that now for the first time had I any distinct 
perception of the nine parts of speech. My oom- 

' prehension became all at once enlarged t<^ the re- 
ception of this crooked and complicated science, 
and I actually felt as if I could compose a gram- 
mar out of hand. But I have already extended ^ 
my CGmmunication beyond all reasonable bounds, 

* and must content myself with telling you that in 
sixty hours I became a complete proficient in llie 
occult mysteries of grammar, in proof of which I 
adduce this letter, which 1 beg you will lay before 
the world as soon as possible, that no time may be 
lost by the young gentlemen who, like me, learned 
their grammar without understanding it. 

I am, Mr. Langstaff, 

" Your firiend and servant, 

^' Jedbdiah Goshawk. 

" P. S. — I am now studying French, with a gen- 
tleman who teaches it in six lessons, provided he 
is paid beforehand.** 
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THE OLD FfiRRY-HOUSE. 

Etirt one is acquainted with the little oldfash- 
ioned house in Broad-street, on the right hand side 
coming up from the river, which was formerly the 
Ferry^Hcusey where people embarked for, and 
landed from, the opposite diores. It is a two-story 
structure, buiU with Holland bricks, covered with 
Holland tiles, jand exhibiting the oldfashioned 
Dutch taste in every part. The end is turned to- 
wards the street, and the roof is sufficiently steep 
to turn the rain, it having probably occurred to the 
simple folks of those days, that this was the priaci- 
l^al use of having a roof at all. Some years ago, I 
remember to have seen a little sheet-iron boat 
perched on the sharp pinnacle of this old building, 
and veering about in the wind like a trusty weath- 
er-cock ; but l^s is now taken down, nor can. I 
learn what has become of the venerable relic, 
which, to my shame I confess, I should value were 
it my possessive, almost as highly as a Babylonian 
brick, or even the head of Memnon, lately so gal- 
lantly cut off by the famous modern travelling 
Quixote M. Belzoni. . 

It was here the people of the country round 
were, some century or more ago, in the habit' of 
coming to land with their marketing ; and here they 



vrere accustomed to wait tiil the boats wtre- ready 
to T:arry them over again. At the time referred to, 
from Corlaer's Hook to the point of the Battery, was 
a naked beach of sand, with here and there a little 
• projecting. point of rocks; and the space between 
I Broad-street and the East river presented a few 
detached houses, dispersed at intervals, and suTr 
rounded by Uttle gardens. The name of Cherry- 
street is said to be derived from the circumstance 
of its being laid out through a large public garden, 
in which was the only bowling-green in the city ; 
and where, on Saturday afternoons, the wealthy 
people, who could afford to^be idle a few hotbrs in 
a week, resorted to play at bowls, or look on and 
smoke their pipes. Beyond this lay the meadow 
t)f Wolfert Webbers, of whom nothing, I believe, 
. is known but*kis name. 

' ' More than one hundred and twenty years ago, 
the little old Ferry-House I have just been de- 
«cribing was the scene of an event which is rela- 
ted in an old diary of one of the Cockloft family, 
still preserved at the hall with pious care by his 
worthy descendants. This old gentleman, like all 
tbe rest of the family, was somewhat of a humour- 
ist, although possessed of a very considerable de** 
-gree of learning, and a more than ordinary degree 
of common sense ; for, after all, I believe it will be 
found in general, that those we denominate humour- 
ists are for the most part people who choose to 
think and act for themselves, in defiance of the ca- 
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prices of feshion or the changes of manners. He 
resided entirely at his farm, and with all his eceen- 
tricities, was a man of singular method as well as 
exemplary industry ; and his feelings were so quick^ 
that they often exhibited themselves in mther an 
odd way. It is still -remembered, that* on one 
occasion, when a little daughter fell from the steps 
of the pcNTch, to the great alarm of the whole 
family, the old gentleman actually snatched her up 
mid boxed her ears soundly: Most people would 
have taken this for sheer tyranny ; but I am assured 
it proceeded entirelyfrom an excess of affectionate 
terror. His diary is exceedingly minute, and con- 
tains not only his^aqtions, but his reflections on 
almost every subject, together with various extracts 
from the books he read, interspersed with recipes 
for curing horses, trimming apple-tcees, killing 
caterpillars, and making all sorts of savoury dishes. 
To this day my worthy cousin Christopher never 
gives a dinner, without telling the story of the old 
gentleman always warming his wine,*and trinmiing 
his apple-trees on the'back of an old white horse, 
which, with singular aptitude, he called old Brown. 
The following little story is detailed in the hand- 
writing of this old gentleman ; but whether related 
EB having occurred to himself, or from the informa- 
tion of some other eyewitness, is somewhat doubt- 
ful. I should rather be inclined to believe the latter 
suppositidn correct, as he died just at the end of 
the vevplutionary war; i^ tbciugb upwards gf 
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ninety years of age, could hardly have been so 
conspicuous an actor in the scene. Be this as it 
may, the whole is carefully recorded in his diary, 
and in immediate succession to the following- mem- 
orandum : — 

"April' y' 12th. — Unpleasant weather — ^wind N. 
N. E. — I think it will blow a gale — ^no- blossoms 
yet— Dutch nightingales quiet." 

" It was on th€ etening of the 12th of April, one 
thousand seven hundred and four, and a bitter 
evening it was, as ever I saw at that season of the 
year. The northeast had increased gradually,, 
ever since morning, and now«blew a terrible «tonn 
of wind, accompanied by rain that spat in the face 
like drops of boiling water, The.river was as 
•black as my hat, except where the white caps 
curled, like winding sheets round shipwrecked 
mariners, buried in the roaring waves. There was 
not a boat to be seen, either on the rivers or in the 
bay ; not a sail enlivened the bosom of the watery 
waste, and nothing was heard but the sad, shrill 
shriek of the wind, which mastered every other 
sound. 

"No boat had come over from the oj^Msite 
shore since early in the morning, and the market 
people sat waiting in the Ferry-House, with the 
querulous impatience of people in such situations. 
One good woman had left her poor little child to 
the care of a girl that she feared would neglect her ; 
anotlftr had her dairy to attend to; and vanoui 
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were the aHeged ineonvenieBces that would result 
from die detention of the others from their home 
all night. There was not one but could have been 
better spared any other night in the wlK)le year. 
Every instant some one would run out into the 
pelting storm, to look which way the little ferry- 
boat on the top pf the house pointed ; and whenever 
a bitter fkw howled louder oyer their heads, their 
eyes were turned towards each other with a woful 
expression, implying, ^ We shall never get over to- 
night.' 

. ^ In the midst of this war* of hopes and fears, 
arising out of the little rubs of everyday life, seated 
in one of the dacrkest comers of*the room, was- a 
figure apparently little interested in the struggle. 
It was a very old man, if one- might judge by the 
few hairs, as white as snow, that strayed from 
mnder a low, wide-brimmed hat, looped up at the 
back, but shading his face so that nothing could be 
geen but the* mouth and chin, that ever and anon 
moved with a tremulous motion, which might either 
arise ^om a slight affection of the palsy, or of the 
heart. There was little to mark him from the 

'common people around; but notwithstanding his 
dress was not only plain; but threadbare, a gold- 
headed cane, and large ^uare silver buckles, 
seemed to indicate, that at least he had seen better 
days. In the accidental assemblage of people, 
having little or no connexion with each other, and 
gyery one occupied by his own cares, hopes, an4 
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fedrs — some amusing themselres cowting avti 
dieir market money, others occupied, in tlie usual 
predictions of weather-wise and weather-bound 
travellers, it was not probable ^ch a figure, so 
silent, abstracted, and unobtrusive, would excite 
either interest or curiosity. He might be deaf, 
dumb, or asleep, It was a matter of no sort of con^ 
sequence ^ for it is a melancholy 4ruth, tliat the 
aged are very often placed in situations where, if 
they did not excite it by querulous complaints, they 
would meet with but little attention from those 
around them/ 

^'But he happened, I can hardly tell for what 
reason, to excite my curiosity, perhaps something 
better. I know not whether it has occurred to 
others, but it has to me — to see persons carrying 
in their very dress, figure, and air^. something al-' 
most a» pathetic as a story of actual suffering. I 
could never analyze this mystenQus sympathy, nor 
give a reas6n for it ; but I am coaviinced.there is a 
pathetic in dress and air, as well ^s in language 
and expression. Thus^ notwithstanding the speech- 
less and motionless quiet of this old man, I eould 
not help fancying he nuist be labouring under some 
intense feeling of grief or anxiety.- As I watched 
hkn with an unaccountable interest, I ojDserved that 
at every shrill blast -of the wind, he seemed to 
shrink as if from' aome terrible apprehension^ 
heightened by the conviction thus brought ta his 
senses, that the stomk wa&raging more fiercely thail 
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ever. I could also occasionally distinguish the 
long, tremulous, shuddering sigh, which relieves 
the overcharged heart, when the fountains of. 
the eye are no longer aWe to supply the comfort of 
tears. 

" It was now the dusk of evening ; the candles 
were lighted within doors, and the great lantern 
hung out, as a beacon to those who. might be on 
the water in that tempestuous night. The master 
of the house now came in to still the agitations of 
hope, by announcing there was now no possibility 
of crossing that night. The important arrange- 
ment of beds now began to occupy the company, 
which concluded, the industrious dames took out 
their knitting, or resorted to some other occupation, 
to turn the time to advantage till the hour for going 
to bed. While these arrangements were going on, 
the old man sat still apparently unmoved — his head 
resting on the cane which he held between his 
legs; and except that his sigh was deeper than 
before, when he heard that no boat could possibly 
cross that night, he appeared perfectly uninterested 
in what was going forward. 

" Eight o'clock now came, and brought with it 
an increase of the pelting storm. The wind whis- 
tled with more angry vehemence j^ and in those ap- 
palling intervals of solemn silence that happen 
sometimes in the pauses of the gale, the waves 
were distinctly heard dashing all along the shore, 
from Smith's Fly to the junction of the rivers. 



There was not si footstep passing in the i^treet, and 
the.T^ry dogs abandoned their nightly serenades 
and nightly depredations^ lo couch in the chimney 
comers« The eyes of the gooiiUds^^s, who weref^ 
accustomed to go to roost with the fowls, with 
whom they rosej began to draw straws, and they 
set about to arrange themselves in pairs for the 
night, in whispers that passed almost unheard amid 
the bowlings of the storm. 

" In the midst of tliis dread silence of animated 
nature, crouching, as it were, to the awfvd violence 
of the tempest, the street door opened with vio-f 
lence, and some one came in, tvho in a hurried voice! 
telated something to the master of the house^ 
l«rhich those within could not well distinguish. 
Curiosity induced one of thei company to open the 
door, and they then heard the neW-K:omer, giving 
information that a boat which had put off from the 
opposite shore just before dark, had been driven 
past the inlet leading up to the Feri^-House, and 
either overset among the. eddies and whirlpools, or 
bilged upon tiie point of rocks ; for they had heard 
dismal shriekings, and cotild plainly distinguish a 
female voice among them* 

"*It is my daughter*— cried the old mail, in a 

toice where the weakness of age vvas blended with 

the energy of despair. Striking his stick upon the 

floor he raised himself' Vrith a desperate effort, and 

as he tottered to the street door, besought every 

one that ever had a wcihttf Wife, or daughter, to 
roL. II. — B 3 
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follow and give assistance. I snatched the lantent 
£rom the place where it was suspended, and, in at- 
tempting to follow, had almost tumbled over the 
body of the old man^ which lay extended at full 
length at the foot of the outer steps. As I stopped 
to raise him, he exclaimed, in low and tremulous, 
yet earnest accents — * My strength- is- gone — don't 
mind me, but go, in God's name, I beseech you, 
and save my child.' 

" I bent my way as fast a» possible^ which was 
slow enough, for the darkness was profound, to*- 
wards the river side ;* but before I got half way, 
the wind blew out my light, and obliged me to re- 
turn for another. The poor eld man by this time 
had been helped into the house, and placed in an 
arm-chair, where he sat, apparently unconscious of 
what was going forward, for the weakness of ex- 
treme debility of body had yielded to the strength 
of feelings that seemed a& yet in the- vigour of 
youth. 

" I once more set forth* foUbvned by die person 
who had brought the account of the boat, and two 
others. We groped our way along the creek till 
we came to the water side, where nothing could 
be seen but one black void of pitchy darkness, and 
nothing heard but the mingled jargon of whistling 
winds and roaring waves. In a few minutes, how- 
ever, during one o( the momentary pauses of the 
storm, it seemed &at we could distinguish a low 
plaintive moaning at a little distance to the right of 
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where we stood, and where, as J recollected, a 
point of rocks projected into the river, elevated a 
few inches above the level of the high tides. We 
followed tlie direction, and after searching about 
for some time, we perceived, by turning the lantern 
in that direction, something white ; but whether it 
was a stationary object, or the foam of the high 
waves breaking over the rocks, could not be ascer- 
tained without approaching nearer. For my part, 
I had a foreboding that the exclamation of the 
father was the knell of his daughter. Taking the 
lantern, I scrambled to the place where lay the 
body of a female, apparency perfectly dead and 
motionless, except as the waves moved it to and 
firoj with an undulating motion, keeping time with 
their own. 

"With the assistance of my companions, we 
removed it from the point of rocks, and carried 
it up to the Ferry-House- The bustle we made, 
and jthe exclamations of the company, on pur en- 
trance, seemed to recall the absent and wandering 
perceptions of the old mau« The moment his eye 
rested upon the lifeless body, he xose with the 
quick alacrity of youth, and breaking violently^ 
through the circle that had gathered about it, he 
contemplated it for a moment, as if unable to re- 
alize the dreadful calamity. His cane dropped from 
his feeble hand, and he sunk upon the lifeless 
body, crying out — ^ My daughter — alas ! my only 
d^ghter.' 

99 



^* There is something terribly affecting in the 
despair of an aged father, lamenting what by np 
possibility can be remedied, and n^ourning in the 
imguish of hopeless sorrow the slandering of those 
ties which there is no possibility of knitting again 
in this world, In youth yfe weep for the shghtest 
calamities, and almost before the eyes are dry, tho 
little skin^eep wounds of the heart are well again. 
3ut the tears of a rational old man, whose mind 
retain^ its native energies, are the la^t wringing^ 
of agony — the concentrated drops of excruciating 
suffering — the viery waters of bitterness overflow<? 
ing from the heart's core ; and they are wrought by 
H-convulsion of thp human mind and human frame, 
{similar to that which precedes the dissolution of 
both, 

" The effect of such sufferings was seen in the 
behaviour of the little group of honest people that 
iitood in awful and inactive silence, without taking 
imy measure 'to ascertain if yet a spark lingered in 
the apparently extinguisfhed ashes. In a few min-* 
utes, however, we bethought ourselves of trying 
nil the means we knew to bring about a return of 
finimation, if any yet remained, We carried the 
bodies up stairs, both apparently equally lifeless, 
find essayed ovey and over again to awaken the 
poor girl from a» slumber that seemed endless, 
Just as we began to despair of success, one of the 
"women insisted she felt a slight beating at the 
beart, v^hich v^as aptually found . to be ihp caap^ 
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This infonnation brought the father to life again. 
He continued to kneel at the bedside, with qlasped 
hands, beseeching, as it seetned, a blessing on the 
exertions of these good people. 

"Gradually, almost imperceptibly, life returned* 
The young woman shuddered, and opened her 
eyes upon the father, who was still on his knees. 
In a moment, and before any one thought of pre- 
venting it, they were locked in each other's arms. 
* ! why did you venture out in such a night as 
this?' were the first words of the father. — *Ahi 
father, I was afraid you would be uneasy,' were 
the last words of the unfortunate daughter. The 
exertion was 'the expiring effort of nature. Sliding 
gradually from the relaxing arms of the aged 
parent, whowatched her with wild and glazed eyes, 
she fell back upon the pillow, at the moment he 
sunk on 'the floor. The poor girl, as was after- 
ward discovered, had been sadly bruised against 
the rocks, and nothing could have preserved her 
life even a few hours longer. 

" The old man came to himself again after a 

time, and was conveyed, together with the body 

of his daughter, to the home, where there was now 

no longer any one to welcome the aged pilgrim. 

I saw him afterward occasionally, dressed in a suit 

of rusty black, which he wore to the day of his 

death. He evidently remembered, but never spoke 

to me, nor I to him. He seemed to associate me, 

as if almost unconsciously, with some painful yet 

3* 
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Vague recollections, and ever after avoided me as 
much as possible. Enduring life, without efnjoying 
it, he passed his remaining years in the solitude of 
a home devoid of every object of social or kindred 
iaffection, or in wandering about, a witness of the 
bustle in which he never partook, and of human 
faces • for which he felt no interest. Such as he 

m 

was, I never saw him without feeling tears in my 
eyes, for he was a woful example of one dwelling 
in a wilderness once peopled with objects of affec- 
tion, but now a blank and Inelancholy waste, Whai, 
indeed, would become of us in such a situation, 
were it not for that sweet hope of hereafter, to 
which the broken spirit clings firmly and fear, 
lessly, and which, like the light-house beacon in the 
jstorm, shines brighter and brighter to the eyes of 
the sailor, b.s he approaches the land where his frail 
bark is destined to break asunder, and his soul and 
body to part for ever," 



A DISPOSITION to wander about, to seek their 
fortimes, or see the world, seems to be one of the; 
most common characteristics of mankind, in all 
ages and countries. Qur own countrymen are per^ 
haps more distinguished for this rambling propen* 
sity than any civilized people we are acquainted 
lyith. Inhabiting, a& they do, a boundless cbnti- 
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Mnt, without barriers to circumscribe their motions, 
or neighbours to arrest their unceasing progress, 
they spread abroad in every direction, and many 
of them appear to pass their whole lives in going 
from one place to another, witliout doing any thing 
by the way. What is also worthy of observation, 
they are generally in so great a hurry, that the 
stage-coaches on the signs are almost all painted 
as running away, in order to attract passengers. 

In such a country, inhabited by such a people, it 
was to be expected that the mode and means of 
travelling would be brought to the greatest possible 
perfection. Accordingly the late Mr, Fulton, by 
his admirable genius, and still more admirable per^ 
severance, after various efforts, succeeded in what 
had baffled the ingenuity of the rest of the world, 
and thus became the tutelary genius of travellers. 
I am not ignorant that since he made this discovery, 
it has been found out by the investigations of vari- 
ous disinterested persons, that it was no discovery 
at all ; and that there is now hardly a nation of the 
least pretensions in Europe that did not invent 
steamboats, each before the other, and every one 
previous to Mr. Fulton, That great and worthy 
person, indeed, seems likely ^to exhibit another ex- 
ample of the injustice of mankind. In Europe 
they are labouring to steal away his reputation; 
and in the very state where he perfected his dis^ 
covery, there are those who would deprive his 
children 6f the profits of a life of labour consum-* 



mated by one of the greatest triumphs of human 
ingenuity. 

Be this as it may, the steamboats are certainly 
most admirably adapted to the rambling disposition 
of the people of this country, and in all probability 
have increased the force of the habit, by affording 
such easy means of gratification. Accordingly, 
at certain seasons of the year, and particularly 
when our commercial cities become irksome, by 
their heat and noise, and offensive smells, it would 
seem that, like the Chinese, one half of our people 
live upon the water. The^city buck packs up his 
multifarious wardrobe, and hied him away to the 
Springs, Lake George, Niagara, and even some- 
times steams the veiry wallsf of Quebec : the ladies 
from the east and south meet on the bloody fields 
of Ballston and Saratoga, to marshal their crapes 
and muslins in battle array, and stare at each other 
like cats in a strange garret: the spruce young 
shopkeeper begs his fortnight's holyday, while his 
weary master takes now and then a trip to Long 
Branch on a Saturday, and returns on Monday, 
marvellously refreshed by lying a-ground a few 
hours at the mouth of Shrewsbury Inlet. In short, 
the whole world may be seen at this particular 
season, passing and repassing in our steamboats ; 
and he who would wish to study human characters 
and manners, in all their endless diversity, need only 
sail )about in one of these floating worlds. Here, 
seated at his ei^e in a splendid parlour, enjoying 
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jdS the accommodations of the most convenient inn, 
and advancing rapidly on his way, without anxieiy 
or exertion, he may study at his ease the vast and 
varied book of liie, and note the infinite shades 
which nature or accident impress upon the human 
jcharacter. 

When tired of the sameness of the town, or of 
jny own company, I frequently put myself and 
jQjiy little portmanteau into one of the steamboats 
for Brunswick or Poughkeepsie, and sometime* 
even as far as Albany. Here, at leisure and un* 
Jcnown, I can watch the little worrying ants of our 
jnighty molehill, as they run about for profit or fot 
pleasure, and note their varieties as they pass away^ 
never perhaps to return. I have just come from 
an excursion of this kind, and am tempted to- fill 
the remainder of this paper with some of the 
sketches I find in my poeketbook, accompanied by 
m few hasty reflections, such as occurred to md 
occasionally. 

The first group that attracted my attention was 
gathered, as I supposed, around a rosy-faced Ger* 
man, marked with the smallpox, who was exhibit^ 
ing a little musical box, which played a number 
pf tunes, He was seated next a plain, good-hu^ 
moured looking gentleman, who, I shortly discover* 
0d, was the real object of the popular attention, I 
pould hardly tell why, there being nothing particular 
in his appearance. Presently, however, I dis- 
(PQvered, from a whisper circulating among th§ 

9ft 
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grotqp, that the person who thus excited their curi- 
osity was an ex-monarch, whom the tempests 
which. so long desolated Europe had cast upon 
our shores* 

This being the first king I had ever seen off the 
stage, I honestly confess I felt some little awe, 
and a great deal more curiosity, which I was re- ' 
solved to gratify, not only by looking at him, but, 
if possible, by conversing with his majesty, if I 
could muster sufficient courage. I was not a little 
surprised to find, that, though he looked very much 
like thousands of other people we see every day, 
still, the moment I found 'out who he was, I actu- 
ally began to feel that mysterious awe, which it is 
said overpowers even the hungry lion when he 
approaches fallen majesty. I fancied I could de- 
tect an indescribable expression of dignified supe- 
riority in his good-humoured round face, and would 
have sworn there was something in his manner of 
taking snuff that distinguished him from ordinary 
mortals^ One thing particularly pleased me, and 
this was the amiable benignity with which he oc- 
casionally oflfered a pinch to the proprietor of the 
musical snuff-box. | 

Seeing him »o condescending, I ventured to 
brush up my rusty old French a little, and request 
the liljLe fstvour of his majesty ; who very politely 
gratified me, at the same time making an observa7 
tio^ which led to a conversation, in which I dis<* 
l^oye^d that the monarcl^ lyas a person of extraor* 
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binary talents, although I can't jtist now recollect 
any thing he said. All I remember is, that the . 
longer we talked, the more easy I felt in his |M«s- 
ence ; and that at last I had particular occasion to 
call to mind the fable of the fox and the lion. 

Wishing to convince his majesty -that I was not 
entirely ignorant of the ill-breeding of monopoli- 
zing a great man, I retired, under cover of a pro- 
found bow, and reverted again to my old amuse- 
ment of studying the company, in other parts of 
the boat. The result of my observations was a 
conviction there was no instinct, at least among us 
republicans, that enables us to detect a monarch in 
disguise. Hence I wasied to conclude, that either 
it waa necessary to be bom under a king to be able 
to tell one at first sight, or that the outward state 
and circumstance of royalty had a vast deal to do 
vnth that mysterious influence said to accompany 
it abroad. 

But it seems some mischievous, or mistaken 
person, had pointed out a little squab Englishman, 
with a round face, red cheeks, and spectacles over 
a snub nose, as the ex-^king. I had my eye upon 
this person before, and set him down as one of ' 
those worthies who come ovet to this country to 
compile a quarto of merchantable lies for the 
London booksellers. The whisper went round, 
and my worthy fbllbw-citizens, who dont mind 
staring a little at any thing odd or extraordinaryi 
began to make their approaches by degrees, gradu- 



ally gathering about, and peeping over each oihe/i^ 
heads at the little squab person in spectacles, who 
seemed not a little elated with this attention, which< 
without doubt, he ascribed altogether to his being 
an EngUshman. Several persons, after taking 
what is called a good look, shrugged tip their 
shoulders very significantly, but said nothing, with 
the exception of an honest sailor, who swore very 
emphatically, that "Bob Stiles, the boatswain'^ 
mate, looked more like a king than lie." 

This mistake with respect to the real, genuine^ 
legitimate monarch, came nigh causing another war 
of the succession, such as often takes place when 
a loyal people fall out and cut each other's thfoats 
about choosing a master. The party gathered 
about the Frenchman maintained/ with great obsti- 
nacy, that he was the true monarch, while the ad-^ 
herents of the little Englisfanf^n were equally 
clamorous in support of his right to the vacant 
throne. In order fo allay the violei^ce of these two 
parties, 1 was deputed, by some of the most moder- 
ate, as having before had the honour of conversing 
virith his supposed ex^ixiajesty, to ascertain the 
truth. Accordingly I ventured to approach himy 
followed by the two contending powers, and to put 
the question, which, together with the crowd that 
backed me, seemed to alarm Mm exceedingly. 
He doubtless supposed, that, from our hatred to 
)pngs, we intended to toss' him overboard the mo- 
ment he was convicted of royalty,, and accordingly 
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focthwith started up, pulled off his bat, plaeed his 

hand on hkt heart, aad assured me, with st low bow, 

that he was bo king, but a good republican Frencb- 

Boan, who ]^ept a confectionary and sold ice-creams 

in Philadelphia. This gross mistake overwhelmed 

both parties so completely, that by tacit agreement 

they forbc»^& to question his other majesty, with 

the pug nose, who enjoyed his supposed dignity 

during therest of the voyage. 

Observing this mysterious personage occasion* 

a% vepy busUy occupied in making memorandums, 

I se& him down in my own mind as a compiler of 

trtivels, <»:, in other weirdy, a gentleman travelling 

for the purpose of inaking up a book about *ouc 

country, to suit the pr^s^nt English market, as per 

contract with the Loncibn^^ookseller. Every thing 

he saw or he^rd was forthwith transferred to hit 

memorandum-bookyv and destined for immortality. 

It happened that a southe^i man and a native of 

New-£ngland weje bantering each otber^ as is 

cuslonaary with people from different parts of this 

country when they meet. The New-£nglsmder 

brought out the old^tories of irofwcages for negroes* 

dancing without shoes or stockings at assemblies, 

and gouging at elections ; while the other goodthu- 

mouredly retorted with a cert^ number of old 

stories^ coftceming wooden nutmegs, wooden hams* 

and bundling. ., It was highly pausii^ to «ee the 

buay alacrity with which our tmveller transferred 

all these pleasant tales into his loia^azine of facts*, 

4 
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where they will no doubt make agreat figure, and 
afford'a new text te the gentlemen of the Quarterly 
Review: At dinner, I noticed he neglected to pull 
off his hat luitil reminded of it by the captain, 
and vised ihe same knife and fork with which he 
was eating to help his neighbours. His whole be* 
haTfour, in fact, was that of an under-bred sort of 
half cockney, entirely unacquainted with genteel 
lii!^ ; and yet I have no doubt he will set us down 
in his book as a vulgar people, and talk of the 
superior politeness of his countrymen, being him* 
self so exquisite a judge of good-breeding. Since 
making the sketch, I have been informed that the 
person just described is the identical writer of a 
description of New-York, lately tiDticed in one ct 
our public papers, and particularly* distinguished 
lor its good-humoured miardpresentati^ms. 

The next person that happened to fall under my 
observation, was one of those wandering Polish 
pedlers, who^ among the light floating thfaigs wafted 
to our shores by the great tide of emigration, had 
come to seek his fortune with a Itttle box of silver 
watches, as they ave caUed by courtesy. These he 
praised to the skies, at the san^e time that he found 
fault with every thing else, in a* sort of half solilo- 
quy. He had been^ he said, in Paris, Isondon, and 
in all the famous cities of the old world, where his 
watches were bought with the greatest avidity, by 
people of the first rank, and much genteeler than 
anybody he had met with in this country. He 



aener saw such people, for his psrt ; not » «oul 
would buy his watches, though the best in the 
world, and offered at half their value. All this 
time he was -surrounded by a knot of mischieyous 
perscms, who bantered and •worried him until at last 
he shut up his little boi, and exclaimed to himself 
as he turned away, with a look of utter despair'— 
'^ The Yankees are so cunning !" 

Turning to another quarter, I chanced to en- 
coonter a little lad, who, asking me in a foreign 
accent some questions, which indicated that he 
was a stranger to the place where he was goings 
I was templed to make use of the privilege of my 
country by i^estioning him in turn. There tiras 
something peculiar in his maimers, appearance, and 
history. The ftgit were strikingly manly and inde- 
pendent ; the seconds consisted of a fair complex- 
uNi) li^t blue eyes, and flaxen hair, curling about 
his forehead ; and the last was as follows : 
• Though not quite fifteen years old, and very 
small of his age, he had left his native country, 
Helkad, more than a year ago, in which time he 
had learned our language very correctly. It seems 
that he was now on his way to Albany, with a 
quantity of cheap articles of various kinds he had 
brought over with him from Holland. Was he 
ever in Albany? No. — ^Did he know anybody 
there ? No. — ^He was going, it aeems, by Inmselfy 
to seek his fcnrtune in a strange land, among stran- 
gfttfit confident in his own skill, or, maybe, relying 
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on th^ hospitality of those among wfacrni he had 
yentured his all. Struck as I wft» with the fearleni 
gallantry of this little Aian, I at the same time could 
not help reflecting with honest pride on a country 
xi^hich held otit such a ismiling welccmoe to stfaa- 
g^rs, that they were tempted, by a generous 43onfi- 
dence, to sever the ties of kindred affection, to en- 
dure all the privations of a long voyage, iiay, to 
sell themselves to a temporary servitude, in order 
to •throw themselves into her sheltering bosom. 
Not only the aspiring hopes of youth, but the 
wary circumspection of age, yield to the tempHa* 
th>ns held out bv a land of freedom, aiid hither it 
is that pilgrims of all ag&s, sexes, smd countries 
flock, to rear their posterity in the pride of iiida^ _ 
pendence, and lay their wearied bories. The 
glory of the arts, the splendoufs of arms, conquest, 
power, and dominion, fade ^into nothing c^nnipaied 
with this ; nor would I barter the triumphant dia- 
tinction of being the asylum of the world, for all 
the triumphs of Grecian wit, and all the conquefi^ 
of Roman valour. 

The story of the little adventul?er soon circulated 
among the passengers, at whose instance he opened 
a shop on board; where he carried oh a brisk trade, 
and approved himself an adept in making balrgains, 
notwithstanding his youth. Finally, he left us at 
the ehd of our voyage, and went on his way re- 
joicing, bearing with him the warm wishes of us 
all that his hopes might be realised, so that. he 



should never repent his generous confidence in 
following the bright star •of the .west as his 
beacon. 



OUR CORRESPONDENTS. 

Our sole object in carrying on this work being 
the ivformalion, ^ if possible, of some pestilent 
abuses that have latoly'crept in among us, it is with 
infinite pleasure we erery day hear of the wonder^ 
fid changes produced by our strictures on the little 
eccentricities oithe times. Within the last month 
more than forty letters have been received from 
different quarters, cheering our very hearts with 
accounts of most exttaordinary refonnations, and 
exhorting us to continue our honest exertions for 
the^ benefit of the present, as wisU as future gener- 
ations. Indeed, these letters are become so numer* 
ous, that we have determined to appropriate a por- 
tion of our paper for the purpose of noticing them, 
from time to time, under the head of our corre- 
spondents. The following may afford samples of 
what will be the probable effect of our work*, 
should it be extended to twenty or thirty volumes, 
as we contemplate, unless, as is very probable, our 
readers become so perfect, ere long, as to super* 

sede the necessity of its continuation. 

4» 



to launcelot la^nostaff, 28q. 
"Sir, 

'^ I am, or I was, not long since, the Heigning 
belle of our village, which is a place of some note, 
lying on the great road from Boston to the city of 
Washington. This distinction, in the days of my 
y^ty, I concluded fairly entitled me to a husband, 
who could afford me a carriage, and a three-story 
house, with a brick front at least. Looking thus 
forward to a match a little out of thexK>iiuxiOB way, 
I refused Beveral young fellon^ of good credit and 
reputation, because they would not fumi^ ma 
with these essential cc»weniences. Indeed^ as 
none of the native village beaux could afford these 
necessary appendages to a modem maUrimonial tsr 
tabliskment, I turned my attention* to the young 
city bucks and gentlemen travellers, who some- 
times rode over to spend a Sunday, or stopped 
occasionally in their journeys from one great city 
to another. These distinguished strangers are suire 
to cut out our poor little dcHnestic beaux, who 
always fall into the back-ground on such occasions. 

"The first of these visiters that seemed worthy 
of my particular attention^ was a young fellow 
who always came over in a dashing gig, with gilt 
harness, and a coat of innumerable capes, hanging 
over ihtB back of his vehicle. * I don't know whether 
he had ever fought a duel or not, but he was cer- 
tainly a youth of great courage, or he^ never would 



have ventmed his neck ia sttclL a ticUkh machine, ' 
which was at least twelme feet high. . 

*^ As this stranger supported such a fiisfaionable 
equipage, and spent « deal of* money at the taveis^ 
we all set. our caps at him ; and, as usual, I bore 
t^ belle, so that in a little time I began to look ' 
forward to the great object of my wishes, a car* 
riage anil a three-*8tory house. Before this happen* 
ed, however, I went to New- York to buy a white 
satin gown, which, between ourselres, I intended for 
my wedding-dress: Mf very ink turns red while 
I inform you, sir, that in one of the very first shops 
I entered, there i saw my elegant tandem be^i, ' 
measuring out a yard of riband to a lady's waiting 
maid, and bowing and smiijcing behind the coimter 
just Uke a monkey. I lolt the place as fast as I 
could, and instead of a satin gown, purchased 9 
handsome Bible for my« aunt Barbara. I imme- 
diately resigned all my title to the gentleman, and 
turned him over to a young friend, who, having few 
pretensions,- is quite happy to patronise my dis- 
carded beau. 

^^The next visiter that attracted my particular 
notice, was a young fellow who made his first ap* 
pearance in a curricle, with a servant behind it» 
dressed in leather smallclothes. Ha was given 
out aS'the mAe agent of a great riband-weaver in 
^ oity of Coventry, and nobody doubted either 
his wealth or his consequence; for he not only 
abutod the waiters at the tavern, but sometimes 
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even bearded the ^ landlccd^ who was a member ef 

the assembly. • 

''Here wasva prize for the belle of a Tillage, 
where men were almost as scarce as among the 
Amazons, having almost all of them gone to seek 
iheir fortunes in the backwoods, which I wish 
were burnt up, for my part. This prise I seen 
thomght myself sure of, when the late war came 
on, and from that moment my beau began to fade 
like the leaves in autumn. His style was fin^ 
claimed by the keeper of a livery stable in Maiden* 
lane, I think it was, and, in the conclusion, the 
TibandJiouse failed, cm which event my adnairer 
melted into thin air, leaving a large trunk filled 
with bricks as security for the payment of his 
lodgings. I have since h^ard he went to England, 
sgnid wrote a book of travels, in which, among other 
things, he affirmed, that a^ honest man could not 
live in this country. I wonder how he knew that, 
as he never tried the experiment ? 

''After the discomfiture of the riband-weaver, 
my rage for foreign conquests died away, and I 
was fiun to content myself with the devoirs of a 
worthy young man, a native of our village, who 
had been attached to me a long time, and whom I ' 
had tolerated, rather than remain quite deserted- 
Still, I could not bring myself to marry him, as 
he could not a£ford the carriage and three-stoiy 
bouse. 

" In this situation, I happened to read scnae of 



your remaiks on modem fifterjr and extrtvagancey 
which occasioned me many serious reflections^ and 
abnost made me resdVe'to think en the propriety 
«f abating idittle in tby pretensions. To deal faiily 
with you, however, I believe my refoijnation, though 
begun by you, was comjdeted by hearing a person 
obsenre, that 'Miss Clementina Yokely broke 
Tory fast.' 
' '* I have now been six weeks married to my con* 
stant old admirer, and though we keep no carriage, 
and live- in a two*story house, my husband is. affec- 
tionate, and all about us comfortable, so that, though 
I have tried hard, I can't find any thing actually 
wanting to our happiness. 

** I am induced to write this letter, first, by a 
desire to notify^all the young ladies of my acquaint*! 
ance, th^t it is possible to live in a two-story houae 
and walk on foot — secondly, to express my grati- 
tttde to you, for paving the way to a knowledge of 
such a valuable secret. * 

" Your obliged and gratefiil 

** CLEXElfTINA WbLWOO©. 

** ¥. S. — I must not forget to tell you, that all Out 
young ladies of our village have lately come to a* 
determination to marry as aoon as they get a good, 
offer, and thtit I intend^ to call one of our boys 
Launcelot. C.W," 



to UkimcSLOT LAirGST9^9 SiQ. 

"SlE, 

^ I am most' particularly indebted to ymi far lim 
spirited diTersion made ui your sixth nambnr m 
fkyour of the people of our village^ who for a long 
time past had been suffering under the inquisitieii 
of the scandalous club. 8uch is the wond«i£il 
virtue of a little well-aimed satire, that tea-parties 
are daily diminishing among us, and even Mrs. 
SKndefy has been convieted of three downrif^ 
good-natured speeches. But to my own particular 
business. 

'' I am — ^but as I am determined to marry imme- 
diately, I wiU not tell mya:ge till after the wedding 
— -I am a bachelor, and so had resolved to remain, 
until within a few months past, when I observed a 
very sensible alteration fcHr the bettei* in ^several 
young ladies of our neighbourhood. This every- 
body says is owing to your paper, which is very 
much read amoitgus, notwithstanding many people 
think the style not sufficiently elevated for common 
occurrences. If you could manage to get into the 
dottds sometimes, and occasionally write so as not 
to be understood by your readers, I think it would 
materially increase the number of your admirers. 

^^ Not to detain you, sir, and not to lose time, 
which I can't well spare just now, I write this to 
let you know that I am going to be married forth- 
with, and beg you will come to my wedding next 
Saturday evening, precisely at eight o'clock. My 



hride is a young JWjr of good famiiy and fashion, 
who has been so wiou^t upon by your paper as 
actually to attempt tiie naanufacture of a pudding. 
Although she has not altogether succeeded in this, 
I assure you I have it firom the best authority, that 
ahe came off with flying colours in a goosebeiry 
tart. " Yours, in haste, 

"Miles Snifpbw.^' 

. The following is one of six letters from as many 
different towns, addressed to Erergreen, in conse- 
quence of his communication on the subject of 
scandal in a late number. Each of these has, it 
seems, a knot of mischieyobs people similar to that 
described by Anthony, and each of course has ap- 
propriated the picture to itself, as usual. We are 
accused by two of the writers of personal allusions, 
of which we are entirely innocent ; but even if we 
were not so, the practice might be justified by the 
example of divers famous authors of the town, 
who meddle with every thing, giving a special pref- 
erence to those matters of which they are most 
ignorant, and have as little respect for the charac- 
ters of their fellow-citizens, as a highwayman has 
for their property. 

to anthony everoreen, gent. 

" Sir, 
" I take the liberty of addressing you in my own 
behalf, as well as in the name of a number of other 
persons nearly in the like situation, in order to ex- 
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]»re88 ott)r gnitiUiie for the limely inteifenittci 
which ha9 naved our char$M^rs from mctual ruin. 

'* I, for fliy part, am a carel^ts, good*iialured matt, 
who does but little in this world, aad says less. 'I 
take sinall intesedt in the affairs of ether peo]de9 
and less in my own, having once lost a pretty es- 
tate because I did not choose to take the troilfale 
of looMsg for the title deeds. So £eu: from inter- 
fering in the little broils and heart-burnings of the 
tillage, I always make a point to hear both sides 
and say nothing. In short, Mr. EvergJieen, if eret 
a man deserved to be let alone, I think it was my- 
self. But, from various circimistances, it has so 
happened that not a soul in our village has suffered 
so much from s.candal, or provoked so many ene- 
mies, merely, as it would seem, by his desire to 
avoid doing either. 

" There being two churches of different denomi- 
nations in the place, it very- naturally happens that 
little disputes occur, and the congregations of 
course take sides, displaying more heat than is 
altogether biecoming in such near neighbours. On 
these occasions I have always preserved the strict- 
est neutrality, arid the farthest I have ever ventured 
to go towards giving an opinion, after hearing the 
story, was an expression of ' you don't say so' — 
or, * is it possible !' 

"My never meddling in the affairs of other 
people, is construed into a total disregard of their 
welfare ; and by listening quietly to the complaints 
of two of my neighbours, who are always at vari- 



utje, mi alw^ referlbeir frievtncas 19 my arbi^ 
tratioRy I have got the reputation of a double^aler, 
9§ eiketi one interpreti^ my^Uehoe in his own fa- 
^ur.. But, what isatill jxme mortiiying, my stfiet 
p^atrality with fbspect l^.tbt ehurdi dMputes, hai 
AQtuidly QCcasioDed xQ^.tf^lfe branded with th« op* 
(grohrious e|Mlh^t of irQ^thieiaer*^ * • ^ 

'* Nothing was wajnUng to my complete destme* 
tioa a« a. m^al being, bwi an oSetkOR' whidr i coilt* 
mitted ^.sf^eaMng mmmmHy of earning mi4. 
hypocrisy, in t)id pre«€ifkee 6i Mrs. Sindefy^ who 
ininiadiat^I^^ t^\ 'it** as a personal rpflection. I 
was hereupon tried, Conyicted, and condemned at 
^.ifmiaiL m&etip^ of tl)« club, iindib three weeks -^ 
^$»f:hMd not a single* virlus to caret my nahed-^ 
ness, except a.aimall mcnlicum of good-natote^ so 
mixed up with, folly it was not worth having. 

"At thk, crkicai penod your paper dropped 
among us, to the great consternation of the club, 
and the. laying of seyt^ral remnants of reputation 
that would* pnrtbably not have Survived another 
meeting. It is entirely owing to' this timely check 
dial I have been enabled to get off with a small 
particle of diaracter, that in case of kccident may 
pMsibly save me, some day or o^er, from being 
Iwnged on the bare ground of suspicion. 
" Your everlastingly grateful 

• , ** Ll7KE ElTHBHaiDE. 

** P.fit-rrThe preacher of the tabernacle takes all 
the credit of this to him^lf.'* 
tox. IIv 



*' Being leduotd by tlie pressure of the tistfes to 
the necessity of {pmg to a brdier to bofrow money 
on UDdoubted security, to my great astonishmem^ 
he <mly asked me six per cent, a month. I hav^ 
been since assured^ tfcts siogukr moderation is en- 
tireljr owing lo the apprehensions which the frater- 
mtgr entertain of be^g^bon particularly noticed-in 
your paper. I£ so, frfeaso to accept -tti/ thanks. 

** Yours J truly, 
t y ^ Adam SfoLiNi).'* 

, The fc^OMong letter, as ^cording* the gf e ^t s flt 
triumph ever ]^t lachieved by.a periodical wodi, 
will conclude t^e present article. - . 

* 
to launcslot uckostaj'jpy es<|. 

"Sir/ 

'«' If you do not wish to ruin an. industrious man« 
with a large family,,.! entreat you> worthy sir, to 
say no more about the* extrayagance of the times. 

*' I am a fashionable vender of &ose elegant and 
profitable little knick-knacks that sell for any tbii^ 
when fashionable^ and nothing when out of fashion. 
My shop is a sort of academy, in which you^ 
ladies are instrui^ted in the jurorthle^sness of money ; 
and if you eir^ happen tq pass by it in tJie dusk 
of the evening, you wilLsee them receiving Jeteons 
by dozens. In the whole course of my business, 
I can safely say, 2 never knew a downright well- 



bred lady .guilty of the Yulj^arinari of declining did 
purchase of any fashionable artiole on account of 
its price, until the other day, when the daughter 
of <Hie of our richest brokers actually declined a 
beautifjol casKmere^l^^cmise it was too dear \ X 
wish you had seen the astonishment of my young 
gentlemen at this unaccountable phenomenon. 

" Since this awful indication several ladies have 
treated me in the same way, and one of my young 
gentlenien actually heard the word economy issue 
from a group of* young people gadiered* rovnd t 
trunk of French shoes, whereat he jumped over the 
counter in a fit of cons^ematioii. 

'' I am credibly informed you are at -the bottom 
of all this, and hereby give you fak notice, that if 
you continue thus to di&courage that tra^e by which 
we- ^re all -so much» enriched, I iirSl sufosicKze 
6ome of the best critics about town to run ydu 
down in ^ ^apefs. 'I have already tried my hand 
at an article or two, but they say it did not titdgether^ 
Answer. • ♦ 

, * Yoiir servant, sir, 

• ' "Barnab?? Bandbox.'* 



, We will be obliged to Mr. Bandbox to^ fcmisli 
us with the name of . thg heroine who so noUy 
rwsted the. cashmere sha^I, as Evergreen is so 
paitten with hj&r self-denial, that he tal^ seriously 
of (#ering her his hand $md fortune^ provided she 
if not too.old for himi . : '- 
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VROlf MY EKBOW' CHAIR. 

<« WhQ Om* not Ion to lilt the olivri/e't tfile 
Of former 4a^9» told m her ran^blmg way, 
Artd full of repetitions — ^yet most rare, 
And worthy of thft ear of list'ijing youth, 
(Htltei^<ljLbdiittVl»tMng'Mater'8fii«^^ ' ' 

». * . . • ■.■.■* 

, I LO¥E .to talkiiritb qM, people, ^ho xemeiaW 
the revoUitienary ^ytar^oiKl hcilT tibtemiell those h^ 
tle-.storie9 of dojoi^stic )iQtiOis«n» of eolitaiy wi 
patient suffering they hc^attea^OF^ in .tb^OfteiiH 
(Mries^ iukI which, eBoap.e th€ ziotioe of the bi^tomn* 
It is from these rural, chronicles that we oftm 
gather little incidents that let U8 into the true char- 
acters of illustrious men,- who, when in public, act 
before the great audience of nations, but who, in 
the doKtary farmhouse, or rural village, among peo- 
ple too lowly to be any rtstraim uptm their actioHB 
or deportment, appear iii tlieir hightgowri -and slip- 
peT9. Th^ Kttle dramas thus simply exhibited $» 
Ae unstudied narrative of talking age, to me id fat 
more interesting than pompous details of ftdteft em^ 
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pifes or dethroned .kuags, whose weakneis or am* 
bitioQ, whose follies or dimes, djew down upon 
them the ruin they deserved. 

Besides exhibiting more of tije real pictote o§ 
human life than a hundred pompous biographies 
of dead or living heroes, these traditionary iiaira4 
tives combine the simplicity of tru& with the in* 
terest of Tacopnce. and the beauty of poetry, which 
•ffcuindebled toTthis soui:ce foragreatpdrti<»iof theii^. 
most charming incidents. There is also another 
adViintage in this legendary lorQ which history sel- 
cTom possesses. The relaters tell what Uiey them* 
s^ves have seen or suffered; and 'all nmst HaveT 
observed the interest, excited by the descriptions or 
narratives of. an eyewitness. History is for the* 
most part hearsay ^ tradition, like Hhe witness in a 
court of justice, relates what it has seen, and die 
impressions communicated to the listener are those 
of the actor or the! spectator himselC. i 

In one of the romantic and sfequeste^d seenej 
that abound al(»ig the banks of the Hodacon, resided, 
a (ew years ago, an old woman, who; though above 
fourscore, had- retained all her £sbultiies, and espe^^ 
eially' the faculty of speech. The hoyne in whichr 
she Eved had been the quarters of General Putnam,; 
during that gloomy wiqter in wjbich oijir araiy lay 
in the highlands, and had often beeii honoured witb 
the presence of Washington. Having nothing, re- 
markable in its appearance, it is hardly wc^th « 

dMcitptioD ItiiWf a liMffe ftrmbouset tixat, hav« 

5* ^ 
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iag i«e?eff heemoontamin^led with painty retaihed a 
Iruly Quaker-like sklplicity ; and was bo little an 
object of respect to the tenants of the farmyaid, 
diftt the chickens inade no ceremony in epming in 
and picking up the crumbs that fell from the good' 
man's table. It was of considerable length, one 
story high, and its whole appearance accorded with 
the homely, careless ain^plicity which still charac- 
terizes the establishment o£ an honest indepeniinl 
American farmer* 

Before ihe door ;an a mountain-brook, Which; in 
its rapid course towaids the river, had ploughed a 
'deep ravine, whose sides were covered with grass^ 
and skirted 'by a row of English cherry-trees al*> 
most a century old. Here hundreds of .chirpiiig 
birds came to s^al cherries, and sing their meny 
madrigals undisturbed ;* for the old kdy had more 
thaa she wanted, and so had her neighbours, so that 
there were enough for birds and all. Below the 
house the brook became a torrent, and forced its 
ways among immense masses of rocks, shadowed 
with dark hemlocks and solemn pines, with now 
and then a wild flower trembling on the brink of 
the steep, and by a succession of cascades at length- 
tumbled into the river, forming a little cove dP al* 
cbrs, %nd all the tribes* of shrubbery that love the 
fresh water-side. 

The whole landscape w^ shut in by lofty mouBH 
tains, woody and waving, like all our mountains^ 
ai whose foot- rolled llie.Eaa)estii^ alream, which 
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MiMi here imd there like a cluster of little lakes, re« 
p^itog^ m the cod shadows of the hills. Within 
^XNit a half mile of the house was a singular-look- 
ing ehurch, which^ though neither picturesque, or 
Qiagnificent) or .antique, gave a cast of still more 
dignity to the;scene, by connecting *the glorious 
works of the Creator with the grateful homage of 
his humble creatures. I remember going there one 
Susiiay o»)ming, .some years ago, and being struck 
with the Tustic 'simi^icity not only of the church, 
but also the' preacher, the service, and indeed the 
whde congregation. But what most excited my 
attention was the good dame who is the heroine 
of' this story. She sat in a pew, close by an opeil 
windfow, which loc^^ed into a comer of the buriaU 
groimd, where, tinder more than* a dozen grave- 
stones, reposed the remains of all that portion of 
the family which, s^ie had survived. Here lay heif 
Intents, her children^ and grandchildren ; here she 
could deceive a sad impressivB lesson of the inevit* 
tible fate of all tl\at breathe ; and here she doubtless 
Reconciled hersielf to her own, by the cheering hope* 
thdt ahe was going to meet more dear friers than 
she vi^ould leave behind her when she died. 

Being accustomed to visit an old and hospitable 
frieiid whose mansion is not far from the place I- 
have been describing, I formed ^ acquaintance 
with the worthy dame by often stq)]^ing in my 
rambles to rest myself^ and listen to her stories about 
Washingtoi^ and PuUKkm> and <4har zevotutioBary 
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heroes of lesser Bote. For &ar iny frequent virits 
may excite Bome little seandal among some of joiy 
gossiping readers^ I may as weUrtake tins i^pot^ 
tmuty to mention, that she Bad a husband at the 
time of which I am speaking, tvJK) was older thaii 
herself. H^ diedft few years ago ; and all that I 
remember • of him is^ th^ he was a litde old man; 
with a head as white as the winter snow on thd 

' tops of. his fiative mountains, and that at th«g»g^ 
t>f eighty he used to turn out of a frosty morning 
to cut up a load of wood by way of e^^efcise. 

My chief pleasure ih the society of this aged 
dame, consisted in hearing her talk of th» great 
names that frequented her home ^' in the war-time." 
I would give muoh if I carried in my meinory 
some, even remote, recollection of how Washings 
ton wall^ed, and looked, %nd' smiled, and -danced, 
for he was accustomed, (luring i^is arduous struggle 
for the freedom of his country, to relax from hii 
weight of overwhelming cares* by often going 
down a sprightly^couatryMlance. J am acquainted 

'Svith a lady who was frequently his partner, and 
whom I look upon with peculiar veneration on that 
account,, since, to have been^in habits of social in« 

' timacy with that man, is", in my mind, sufficient to 
.give dignity to his^urviving contemporaries. Nay; 
I freely confes^, I have sometimes found in my 
heart tor envy even the worn-out, ragged, and erip 
pled soldier of the revolution, on ^witnessing the 
hoDASt' pride with whiph )ie*hoasied of having 
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foitght iior the Utorties^ of hi& counfxy by the siibl 
«f Geoig© Washington/ Having once in my life 
]^ an opporlonity of viBiting Moiint Vemon, since 
Iha death of \^ whose presence has consecrated 
livery spot around^ and given to the very trees and 
blades of grass a nameless value, I- paid particular 
respect to the oM Gennan gardener^ who boasted 
of having raised cauliflowers for thef general ; and 
got. out of the <;arriage at the park-gate on purpose 
U> shake hands with the gray-headed old negro who 
opens it, because he told me he remembered Master 
Jpeorge ^^n he was a little hoy. 

Sueh being. the natuir^ of ray feelings on this 
subject, I usefl to listen, with. silent mterest to the 
ramblitig traditions of this «ibyl of the highlands. 
Her faWy, I oug^ to faoKe mentioiied, had been, 
for mOre tbai^ bf^lf ti c^ntyiy, the tenants of a 
gentleman who joined the royal standard at the 
commencement of t]»a trouble, and forfeited his 
estate in consequenceM Though wannfy attached 
^ the cause of freedom, it was nattiral for the 
gooddame to lament, jas, she often did, the worthy 
landlord,^ who. had always been sociable at the 
bous#f and treat0d heir and hers^ #ith those little 
attentions which cost nothing to those above, y^ 
are so gratifying to those beoektb. She would 

• 

occasionally sueer at the^upstart pride of those 

who had succeeded hkn, and I riemetnber her once 

pathettcai^ c^Uuding to the period when the parson 

i)ev«r bej^ die seerice till the lead of the manor 

c3 
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QMde his appearaaoe.* In^ short, sKe still cherislMd 
in her. heart, uiikiu»i¥jaL to herself, a latent spark of 
toryi^m; and while qbe missed no ^^porteirity d 
telling a story to the credit of Washington, could 
never be brougbtto.fuse any other prayer-bodk 
than one give^ her: by the old landlord, ^hich con* 
tained k\\ the prayers for KingGeofge and the royal 

family. - ' ' 

But for all this, Washington was her hero. She 
had a picture of hjm hung up just below her best 
looking-glass, and whenever she looked that way, 
it reminded her of sipmething the general said or 
(tid^ or some.eveBts of those doleCul times when 
the foot of aii enemy parsed almost etery duresh- 
old in the land. Sbe«waiild look at the picture 
with the affection of a i^othe^, aad exclaim — "Ah ! * 
he was a good ima. I remahibet he u^ed to t6me 
over sometimes, nay, vesy 'ofteh, to talk over mat- 
ters with General Piitnaxn, wjio had his quarters 
here. If ever man loved hi's country it was Gren- 
eral Washington* I could teH, b«^.t I am old, and 
lose my memory ► every day-*I could tell of. his 
perplexities, .his watchings, cares, and sufferings 
of mind and body, which I believe he never let 
any one see but^ myself ;* and I shall never forget 
his kindness when I lost my yotmgfest son: My 
boy was qiiite a hero among the yOung men 
of the hills, and night after *night used to go out 
with* parties of militia, beating up the plundering 
Y^efs that, came from below, aiid carried away 
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^«ry thing tili»y cwM fiad, to the toia of liluiy o£ 
our poor people, who 'stayed between the lines be* 
cause they were old, and knew not where else 
to go. 

" One night-^it Was the twentieth of January— 
I can r<3collect thui--^m the dead of night, my son 

*and his little troop were surprised in turn hy a 
party from below, while warming theniaelTes in a 
house, which the enemy srurrounded in dead silence, 
and then set on fire. In attiSmpting to escape they 
were, all butchered by the Yagers^ who hacked 
them down, though they begged for quarter. The 
next day, while I was dut at a neighbour's house, 
my son' sr body was brought "home by some people 
who knew him ; and when 1 returned there I saw 

-it, with the blood firoeen in the gashes with which 
he was covered. 

'^ I don't remembef what became of me till I 
found myself 'sitting in our old arm-chaii^ and the 
general standing just hy,*with his hat in^ one hand 
and the other resting on «the iMick of the chair. 
'Mother,' ssud he, vrhen he saw I was coma tQ 
myselfU-' Mother'^ — and the. word miMle 'me so 
proud i almost forgot what had happened — ' Mo- 
Uier-ryou have given a son to your country — ^a 
iBHrave man to- his 6od» p9 no# to your room, I 
#iU see every thing dontt*' I went, for no one 
ebtild say nay to hdm^^when h^'- soothed or com* 
manded, and they buried my boy hke ft soldier. 
The troops fixed, while the general himself stood 
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over dte gnnre^ and the pnde jqI h mother abaml 
orercame her affecticm. Time» hard8hq[>fl9 and 
ttiore sorrows, that 8ue<?eeded each other fopr years 

' afterward, drove away the bitterness ^of this sad 
accident ; although when the floor Was washed, or 
the sun shone bright upon it, we could see th^ 
stain of blood where the body had lain; I can talk 

' of. these things now, for when I think of the death 
of my son, I remember also that he died in the 
aencice of his tountry,'and his counjry's iather f o|« 
lowed him to his grave." 
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SIGNS OF THE TIMES. * 

It is a common saijring among the people of 
Philadelphia, who, by-the-way, are rather jealoitt of 
our city, that all New«¥ork jnay be seen in Broad« 
way. That splendid street is indeed a little world 
of itself. It exhibits at one and the s^uaie moment 
the bustle of business, the idle vivadty'of fashion- 
able crowds, the sjdendour of costly equipages, the 
dashing dandy in his lolty buggie, and t^ humble 
drayman in his long^-JiaUed, cart. Here the rich 
may satisfy all the capiicieus longings of a saled 
appetite, and the poor regale tbemselvfis with ad« 
miring what they cannot buy.. On eveiy side the 
jutting windows display their costly temptationi^ 
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in th6 shape 6( all that can win the wishes of th^ 
gay and the fair^ offered to their acceptance witfi 
all the seductire suavity of high-bred haberdashers, 
tvhosespfendid stores I fooktipon as firstrafe acad* 
emies for yoting ladies to perfect themselfes in 
the fai^hionable art of spending money. In shor^ 
this noble street of our beautiful city, in addition 
to its other attrattions, is gemmed on either side^ 
by beautiful jnaidens, tripping up and down like 
fosy goddesses, and committing innumerable mxxt* 
ders with their kiDing^yfes. 

But what most excites the wonder of strangers, 
acquainted with the severity of our laws against 
gaming, &re the splendid paintings which decorate 
those shrines yrhere the goddess Fortune showers 
her golden favours, and folly and ignorance pay 
their quota for the special benefit of medicine and 
morality. In one place may be "Seen ^e goddess 
of the wheel without a bandage to her eyes, to in* 
sinuate that here* at least she does not blindly dis* 
tribute her favours, surrounded by votaries of dif* 
terent sexes and ages, all watching with intense 
delight each revolution of the circle, whifch -scat* 
ters wealth in all directions.' In another place, a 
beautiful woman, not qtiite half naked, is dancing 
in the air, and flinging her golden tokens about, as 
if to insult toy Worthy fellow-citizens by displayiiig 
the shadow of k substance that has long passed 
away. But what I most particularly take excep* 
tion to in this latter picture, is the figure of a youag 
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^y kneeling 4crwn like another Pana^, lo catc^ 
jhe golden shower in^hec lap. . This I look upon 
as tantamount to an insinyaticm that our youn^ 
la(^ies actually worship gold, instead of paying 
ihejr devotions, as we know they dp, to the una* 
domed and simple sluines of love ;uid duty* At 
each of these'places poor ignorance is enticed by 
a display of all the great prizes in all the great 
lotteries, past, present, and future; ijfi^ enormous 
figures, that almost cover the whole front of, the^ 
house. Indeed, there seeins hflidly ajigr limits* to 
the various seductipQs of these arch tempt^s, who 
thu3 lure the unwary to stake their last shilling on. 
a desperate chance, and trust to charity afterward 
for a bowl of soup or a load of .wood. It may in 
truth be affirme/l, that Fortune actually stares us 
in the -face at every turn; such is the wonderful 
rapidity witb whi«h ev^^hing arrived at maturity 
in this thrifty soil, where weeds and flowexs sdike 
acquire a premature strengthr* and size. / Abuses 
and evils, that required whole centuries to grow 
up in the steril regions of .the old, have of late 
0ome to full perfecticp in a few yeaxs in thjs new 
worid. * 

, The first lott^ recorded in the history of our 
country was anoong ]|xe early colonists of Virginfa, 
in t^^e year 1614. The acheme was simple, likci 
tto times, and Xhe Ingbe^'t prize fpur tHousandfive 
Jiundred crowns. Thi» lottery, unlike those of the 
jpo^^sfi^it day, lefrnp posterity ; and lotteries, if they 



6C4Swti€i ^t aU^ were exceedingly im Qntil the es^ 

tli:blishnadiit df tte na^onal independei^. Thd 

stated ttieh becking ia a great nieasiire theiar own 

ljla$ters, se^tn hardly to huve Juiown what to 

do' '^th tbi£^ Ael^^cquired liberty. Like little 

i^chodibdys ckC b&Iydai^]^, /they frisked about from 

6iie amusement toaiiother, ^nd at Iast« for want of^ 

4oinettiiig ihe tb do,, they fefi int? miaehievoa. 

{flrStctices^ aitd took to making paper money and 

drawing lotteries Young cpmmunities Resemble 

ydung heipk just come to theit estates, sind ^e very 

apt to run into teiEcesses. &> it happened with*the 

slates ; . a^cb 11% a veary few*years, from a progress at^ 

first gi»dual anAansidiousi but ^vtncing with anT 

tfeeeleroted inotion^ lotteries harve focieome a conahT 

mon 'means' of raisitigmioftey, and the whole oomr* 

muohy 'is 'mereor Jess infected with a spirit of: 

gaaobliiig, the more periScieuls for being sanctionecii 

bythel«OT. .'-; - ; 

'T^he slato d^gi^Isturee, in various .part« of the 

Unievi^ it woiild seem, withr a view of securing tor. 

tbemi^dve»u Inondpoly of the profits of gkmbiing^^ 

hftve,> widt adbiirable jineoiisiateli<fy,!at one and tjhbsi' 

some time, pasised IaW& agaii^ private gambling** 

hmises^ andlicensed^d siaieoessifHr of lotteri^, cal* • 

ci&t^d>td> foster > spirit. of glambling in the whole 

GoOlmunity. >As the temptation q£ twenty thei:^^. 

sizid d61ianfi&e<^me too w^ak to ext^ite the baffled 

h^fiS'ttf /thejid^eniu):ers again to thtow away -Ae ■ 

eajniang^ of their.ii^dustry on a desperdjtci slak^^^i 



oipidity 1»I8 be^A coaxed by stiU U^^.frimh'Wi 
folly tempted by clutiices apparei^y mare f»Tpur«k<» 
Ue ta stsQie its all, and be again, dka^ointed.. 
< . la many parts of the^ Union, and especially in 
. ^ states of New*y<»rki Pennfltylvania, and Maiy^ 
hud, of late! yeara a perpetual ro^qi df lotteries, 
one more enticifig than th4 ather^haa g^erat^d, nol 
fiaiy as a.temptation to the poor to risk ikeir hard 
earnings 'where the chances aje ahr%y9 against 
them, while all^oujs, );ossing. up coppers^ and oth^n 
tonest games, where the chKnoes ana at feast eqval# 
are denoimced as unlawful and dangerous, to the 
pHbUc morals. In shovt; whil^ iiors^ca^tkig, bUl- 
iaids,.and £. O. tables »re banished. irim) the light 
ot day, lotteiies ase sanctioned by the )?er5r aama 
a«ittbonties,'and the enli^hlsned legislature Sokmfc 
have displayed their csqpacit^ foa: niGe distinctiomi 
-in the good old way, by wiffldng at the gseat SAeBf 
and denouncing the lesser fry without nM»oy.. , 

The usual jnode of making a. l^.jnieaaui« pal« 
atable to a Tirtuous and well-^dispDsedjoommttiiity, 
is that of holding it; up as pondiiAiTe tosonoie salu* 
taxy end, by which the wbcte peo|^ ayre erentuaUy 
to be gready4>enefitQcl. It is thus that every mi«> 
cfaieyovs public measuse^i sheltered behind sooifiri 
pretext of public good". Accordingly, lottery pifls. 
h«re been unifoimlyt'gilded in this manner, and tli# . 
well-founded ci|l[eetions of the inoialist*are^ilenced - 
by the hopefiil prospect of eVjenlaxal good, rising 
&cm actnal eril. At one time, the profits of this 



great system of gamUifig aore tQ be emplo^rtd i^ 
making a turnpike road, or a bridge ; at another to 
disseminate &e bleisings of learning, thus enlight* 
ening posterity, at the expense of the morals of ihe 
presefit generation. Or they are to be. applied to 
the support of .9ome sidclry^ medical institution ; and 
from the number of lotteries exclusiTely devoted 
to tbis^laftt object, one would be inclined to spspect 
either that the science of medicine was in a Ian* 
guishing .state, or Uiat it is peculiarly entitled to all 
the patronage of Dame Chance, from partaking so 
mueh of the nature of lotteries, and presenting 
about the same prospect of benefit to th^ adrenr 
turer. ' » 

Without meaning to underrate the saluta^ in<- 
fluence of a systeni of ^education widely diffused, 
the usefulness of good i^^dst and bridges, or the 
benefit to be derived, dom well-endowed medical 
colleges, stiiri-must be permitted to doubt whether 
a partial benefit is^ equivalent to a universal eviL 
The lottery system is in direct contradiction to the 
ipflexibie precept, never .todo^^^wong that good may 
come of it. The evil is certain,' the good mi^ 
never come. For my part, I cannot be brou^.to 
think that, even such learned physicians and piom* 
ising medical students as ^y havte at New- York, 
Philadelphia, and Baltimore,, can justify a depar* 
ltire<{rom this admirable nile, so necessary to finite 
beings ; and I have little pleasure in seeiQg the 
mofal coastkutton of society undermined,' even fof 



|he iqpeciftl object of impxpriag our keallh. la 
ighort, 1 am fully satisfied that whatever operates 
^o destroy the wholesome depeiuknoe of mankind 
<Na their own labour and economy, stri]i;e8 at tb^ 
root of their morals and b^ppioess ; and th^efore 
might neTer» under any pretence, 4o receive thQ 
sanction of a' wise and virtuous legislator. 

The ^th is, such means of xaising mopey for 
salutary purposes are not necessaryin our country* 
.The. people of the United States axesufficiandy 
awake to perceive when they are taxed for a useful 
object, and sufSciently liberal to pi^ for ai^y ptiblio 
beixefit in an open, direct, and manly nmner, with., 
out resorting to this insidious way of picking their 
pockets and undexminitig their mor^si , *AU indirect 
ways of raising money are little less tha|i political 
swindling ; but this by lotteries is the worst of all, 
since the J>^iM; that can be tiaid of, it is, that it is a 
paltry invention to preserve the popularity of legis-* 
IfltiKes, at the expense of the morality, of their 
constituents. ' ■* 

Such is the rjapid, View presented to a reflectinjg 
mind in oontempkting ISeries, even when ttnac-* 
companied by any evil consequences,, oldbier than 
such as inevitably resist from an eKtensive scheme 
pf authorized gambling; But when, in addition, it 
is found that practices of 4he most utijustifiable 
bature* and frauds of 4he most complicated kindi 
ane often connected with these — that it is in the 
power of a combination of rogues to mak^ such, a 



tfqpimtioii of the prizes as deprires the adttntnmr 
even of his soliUry chance of success — ^it thea 
,)>ecomes obviously the du^ of every honest jnaa 
to raise his hand against a system intrinsically 'bail« 
and subject to such fligrftn^abuses. These i^>ecu- 
latioss bring to my«mind a -little adv^stiffe con* 
nected with this subject iwhiph befell me some tiding 
more than a^ twelvemonth ago, with whi<A I will 
conchide .tins paper. ' • 

A friend in the country having sent me the num<^ 
ber of a ticket to be examined, I visited the den of 
« lottery-office keeper for that "purpose. F<»*merlyy 
ireirmin of this cast were only to be found in the 
regi<Nis of comparative darkness, whiere roguery 
prospers unobserved and ^undetected. In scmxe 
lone alley or obscjire street, where the sun never 
shone, amid rats, spiders, and cobwebs, they pli^ 
diek unholy tsade, 'and wel-e fia]^py io escape the 
tontempt of mankind by pastoig withbut observa« 
tion. But die milleiHiiiim id coning, prejudices 
•re daily passing away,, and any business by which 
m<»iey can be ndade is non^ con^idened reputable. 
The consequence is, fhA$ these mischievous and 
dang^ouetemptcHTs ac1%ieyy take possession of the 
most conspk^ttoua pla^s ki loWn,.fiid have the un*^ 
pfid:!^eled impudefnce^ Uivade even the precincts 
of Broadway. ' 

The being Who^ shop I visited was, in addition 
to his trade of lottery-ofl&ce keeper, a« money- 
<diaiiger ; and it was truly astonishing to see the ease 



miskc 9rUch.li« passed from one'* to' ^e f^kestf 
anawecing fi&j queetiona in a mimiie. He was/a 
bna]^, middle-fiized maBi with little, jronndyt^qsink^^ 
ayes, and his whole i^pearance denoted a prospec-* 
ous rogue. His business aeeme4 exceedingly com^ 
plicated, npd he possessed the- enyiable factdty, wk 
only of talking to tWo people at once^bttt of cheat* 
tng theBd at the <same time. At <me moment he 
was ensuring .^e ticket,' the nelt cp^chaoging one 
bank note for' another, a|»d, what was especially 
Worthy of n^ice, he always received a premium^ 
without 'ever paying aiiy. From these poor; crea- 
tures he suddenly whisked round to me, to inquire 
*' what d*ye please to have, sir/' — rubbing his handsi 
probably in the anticipation oi^ another dupe. 

JVIy business Vas soon despatched. The ticket 
of my friend was, as Usual, a blank ; and though 
this has invafiably beeir tKe case for. the la^t twelve 
or fifteen years, he has no^doubt of drawing a great 
prize one of these days, and regularly.continuea to 
buy a ticket in every lottery * While Jingering in 
the shop for the purpoy of. observing, how things 
Went on in this world, my att^ion was xaugbt by 
a poor woman, who oanae inland stood by tli9^ 
counter, with an air ^^anxious, a coimtenaiica so 
mixed up vrith hope and fear, that I could not help 
feeling interested in her errand. She wore a- <bress 
whose clums]^and cumbrous appearance convinced 
me she was not of (^r country, and her first woi4 
betrayed the land'of her birth. Theire was sopner 



ibiflg about her which, wUho^ bmg inter^slnig^ 
wafi c§lcY|laled to make a feriHirible impressioo, for 
hex; air was not vulgar, ^nd her c<yiiUeitoco be* 
spoke feeling. - 

After fumbling for some timie in an old pocket* 
booki with a treiiibhng hand |he delireredto tho- 
man of the ^op a lottery-ticket, and asked to know 
its fate. I > shajil 'never forget her countenance 
^hile he was lookiQg % tha number. Such deadly 
fixed anxiety I ncrver saw— 4it 4vas too intense fcnr 
the alternations of hc^e and fefur. When the shop<*^ 
man pronounced it a blank, she held with a sort 
of convulsive energy bjr the edge of the counter, 
for a few mpmen^s, and then went oHt widiout 
leering a single syllabi^, 4^avtng the ticket in the 
I^ands of the shopmati. , ^ . ^ . 

, There was something in all this thatroused my 
curiosity, and perhaps a better feeQi^, I followed 
ber tillishe reached a^tneaiWopking houae hi one 
of the back greets, where poverty, mi|ery>^a&d 
yio^ faierd together to pr«iiy upon society qj> to parisQi ; 
^d waited bpppsit^ balancing with m]^self whether 
i shiMild go id. . My jntention'is good, thought I, 
9nd,I will enter — ^my efrand is one of benevolence, 
and charity ought never to.be called an intruder. 
Accordingly I knopked i^( the door* which was 
opened. by a little^ diirty, half-^lot];xed urclun, who 
looked as frightened as -if be thought me one of 

those unwekome visiters that «o ofien beset the 
dwelling of want. The door opened directly inte 



the 4}&ly iooiii 6ft tile lo^st^t flidbr, fiind Blsclbs^ a 
sight calculated rather ft> excite disgust than sym- 
pftthy. The spectacle'ctf rnungled sickness and- 
poverty is not calculated for those whole feelings 
have beeh^ tuned only by the skilful hand of the 
fioirel.'^write'p. Th^Tp is too mucH df rags and dirt 
-^oo nluch of every thing at :which the Inindrci-^ 
vohs/to ereater any other feeling but' a 'sort *of in- 
dignant -sympathy , mingkd with disgust, at the deg-'* 
radationcof that naturfe of- which -we are almost- 
ashamed to partake* S^htimentsflists in theory 
may talk of that uAfeeling apathy so reiharkable in 
those' who are accustomed to the sad spectacle of * 
human ^uiflPe^ing in poor-houses ^nd- hospitals ; but 
Ae fiact is, that there- ir abfnetliing so intimate in 
the connexion of mifeejy and* vice, that it is much- 
more difficult than people imagine to resist the 
dold^earted andT.contemptuous indifference which' 
the habitual contemplation 6i the former is Calcula^ 
ted to hwipire. 'r /* ' 

; I will thei?efore refrain frcnn' sketching the group 
before me; because, if J d«i it frem' ttie life; "tf 
would p6ss«ss tiot&ing of the* inteifest of aisenti-^- 
mental scene, and I am not writing a novei, record- 
ing imaginary woesr Thete i^as fiothin^but rags, 
dirty. and mistery. WaA* is always garrulous, and 
I. very soon ^ot^at\he bdttom of their story. It 
was a common one enough, but it cont^eyed aT 
mord/and^ny reaiders shall* Have the fe^rrefit of it, 
if they please. ' . . , /^ > 



^he hUi^hiiiKl df the poor woman, anid die father 
of seven littlef bundles of rags, that stared at mJb 
as if 1! were a constable^ was lying'on the bed, eyb- 
4eatly in the lattet stage of. a rapid decay. He 
yH9^ 9k native of the county of'-Wicklow, in Irdand^ 
whom the siyeet and comfbrtii^ report of the Inid 
of liberty in the west had brought hither^ where 
he realised his hopes, and was gr^dmlly laying up 
a little independenc€u * Qttt^he de^il tempted hifii 
in a dream to. bu^'» lottery-ticket, and, what Waii 
worse, it came o^Ca prize of a thousand doHars. 
This put tb^ whole neighbdurhood in aauprher, 
and -set every soi* tbkt t:ould scrape together a 
few shillings, to aflventurijag in die lottery. The 
door Irishman, to whom a thou8a,nd dollars Was as 
the riches of King Selomon, began id spissd jx^eney 
like dirt, and drink like afi$h. 
. He moreover dreamed dontinually ef* certain 
numbers eom'ing up prizes, for his ijniaginatfeon now 
teemed With nothing eljBe ; *and <^'one'eiCicasiQiibta 
faith was almost e^al tp that'of a certain lottery-'' 
office keeper, for he gavls fifty dollars for a ticket on 
the strength of a dfeam. ' Blit, unluckily, his 
df earns never came true afterward. In the mean<- 
time his money was wasted in- lotteries, his time in 
idleness, and his health in debauchery. "The 
end of all these, things is death'^-^his money and 
health failed abofkt the san^e time, imc| he was now 
on the miserable bed of sickness arid remorse, 
from whence he never afterward isose. He died in 



less than a month after I first saw him, bearing in 
iiifl conscience the sting of folly and guilt, and car> 
rying to his grare che remorseful convictic^, that 
fais own imprudence had Uasted the paradise whidK 
a merciful Providennce has^ opened to the poor aiAl 
<q[>p(re88ed of the earth, in *tfais land of virtuous 
liberty. 

I told thii story to old cbusih Christopher,^ whose 
heart is as larj^ as this wfiole world, 'tht little 
Pdddies are now in a way of doin^ well when they 
grow up, if they only keep clear of lottery-offices 
aaid dreams ; and the little Shelahs afe learning to 
milk cows at Cockloft Hall. They are a freckled 
set of toads, with li^t.blue eyes and bandy legs, 
and the youngest, a huge'clevourer of potatoes. As 
to the mother, she is now a sort of assistant-house* 
keeper at the Hall, and w^uld be the happiest wo* 
ifBBn in the world, did not Jeremy Cockloft some- 
tunes play tiicks upon Ker with an electrical ma^ 
chme, which sh^ yedly belieVes* is one of the 
latest inyentions of Beelzebub hin)sel£ 
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TOWN AND COUNTRY. 

*rO JLAUNCELOt LANOSTAFF, BS^^ , 

?Mr. Lakostaff, 

** I svippose yon think I don't knoifr who yon 
tnean by the young lady vrhose dress costupwicrdfe 
jof Idon\carehowmaiiydoIlajRs,aiJdwhoi8tobean 
4cld maid by your account. When I saw yon at 
•Sophy Sparkle's the other day, I could not hetp 
MFondeiing m^here she got acquainted with such m 
£roas4ooking, queer^ eut-o&the-^ay dressed body, 
nd i^tually took you for one 6f tibose prim gen«- 
lleoaen who go about soliciting charitable subscrip- 
tions for all sorts of things. I little^ thought ycu 
were the cross old bachelor that takes upon him- 
iielf to be wiser and better than >oth6r people, and 
to 1^1 at the. ei^travagance of the age. 

*J As to my dress, Mr. LangstafT^ its nobody's 
business. Thank fortune, my papa owns a whok 
bank, aad can afford to eat money if he pleases. 
He allows me to buy just what I like, and I rec- 
ollect Iwighed ready to kil:! himself iiriiien an old 
lady of one ,of the oldfashioned fhmilies threw up 
her eyes the other day at our house, on learning I 
had given tix^ dbUson for a Xiegfaorn l^t. He 
says he can midce^en tiifies that sum e^very day 
(except Sunday, when he goes to church regularly 
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three times) only by taking adirantage of a poor 
tnan^ misfortunes. You^ who affect to have but a 
poor opinion of such people as my papa, will, I 
dare say, write another piece about these matters. 
But I don't care a^ fig about it, not t, — -and intend 
to dress finer than ever I did before, just to spite 
you. The next time I meet you at S(^y Sparlde's, 
or anywhere else, I mean to laugh right in your 
Ace, you old Put. 

" I should like to know what kind of houses 
ihey are in the new countries, that cost only twentjr 
or thirty dollars.^ I dare say they are not half as 
good as our pig-sty in the country, where we have 
a ehapeau,* built after the model of a French no- 
bleman's in the Island of France, with turrets and 
balconies. Pray, Mr. Langstaff, do the people who 
build these grand thirty-dollar palaces walk on all- 
fours ,like bears, and wear clothes, and wash their 
hands and faces of a morning ? Above all, do they 
talk, and act, and marry like other people ; or do 
they neigh like horses, devour raw. meat, and take 
wives by the year, like the birds on Valentine's 
day ? I should like to see one of these superb es- 
tablishments, for I dare «ay it would tempt me to 
marry the owner, were it only to enjoy xYse luxury 
of such a lodgiifg, aijd disaj^int your prophecy 
about my being an old maid. 
. " Aa to my being an did maid, dbat h just as it 
•uits me, I ^aiik you, sir ; for I «hare at present 

• I suppose the young Udf rnetm djtiiet^. 
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tUftyrftU b«aux and a half on my list ; either ^ 

i^hom I can n^ajry, i£ I will, so long as my papa 

is so rich. Each of my ^hirtyrsix whde beaux is 

welM^^^^^ ^<1 weU^shaped too, ever since the 

inYcntion of corsets and stuffings ; and the* half 

one is an imported dandy. So I don't think I shall 

<fie an old maid after all ; f gr if the worst comes 

to th» worst* I will set my cap at yon ; apd I.nerer 

yet knew an old bachelor whose canity cquld not 

be, tickled into any thing by the attentions of youth 

and beauty.^ To tell you a secret — though you are 

such a babbler, an4 put every thing you know into 

jNrint — I am already solemnly engaged to three of 

my beaux, and expert a xieclaration every hour 

from a foiurth, whom I mean also to accept. Which 

of these I shall marry I can't tell y^ until my 

papa has foi^d out who is worth the most money. 

One of them I like well enoughf but my papa has 

a great dislike to him, because he is fond of read- 

ing^ and rather a sort of critic. My papa says he 

will never be good ?or any thing, because, though 

his father left him as much money as he wanted, 

he has nerer turned a p^bny, or made a keen bar* 

gain; in all his life. 

" If I see any more of your prating about ex-. 

travagance and such nonsense, you shall hear 

from me again. — ^Till then, adieu, you ilbatured 

toad. 

" Adiants. 

" P. S. — ^I won't trust you with my real name*" 
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it i» dwiys a subject of s€timM t^gt^ ^^ii m<^' 
^Miiene^r I fall Utid^r the displeasure of thal^'iftex^' 
"\irfiichr after all, fiifnishes our only true friend*—* 
witkout whose viyseity society would be desthlMr 
of a ch»iii» eaad the absence of whofte^leiidemes^' 
in^oold naiiB a desert of this ^^rorld: - N««hii^ but 
my aniiety to persttade them to act up to the bi^ 
destiny which Providence assigned td them i* A* 
scale of the umterse^ could possibly indtiee me lo^ 
Tiold up their foibles or. extraragance to the ridicule 
of the town. If it will in any way mitigate thtt 
tremendous wrath of my pr^yNrorrespondent, I' 
ean assure my readers that she Ipoked charming in. 
her extra^ragant dress, and tl^tt her Legliorn bonnet 
was peculiarly becoming. Nothhig^ uideed,, was 
wanting to make her appear beautiful, but aHttle of ' 
that plainness and simplicity of attire which gives 
the finish to loreliitesa, and communicates to it a' 
charm, which, like that of natiire, addresses itself 
to the purest feelings, and conquers hearts all o^er 
the world. 

. Since the receipt of Adiante*s letter, in rumma-- 
ging over some papers, I happened to light upon 
one from my young friend and correspondent the^ 
Virginian. It was written at the little tillage of 
Maysville, on the banks of the Ohio, wliile on a 
tour through the western states,' during the last 
summer. Making some little allowance for the' en-^' 
thusiasm which I have before premised forms a 
coDAlderable injpredient in my friend's character^il 
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pdbAlj exhibiift a pretty fiur yiew of one of dune 
ihirtyrdoUfff houses, and some of the people vrho 
inhabit them. As such, it may serf e as an a^wer 
ta some of the saucy questions of my fair com* 
sp<»ident. I have Uved long enojjgh in jtJIns world 
toJmow that it is one of the grave follies of those 
who thiidL themselves wise, to hold iip^ people la 
situations so entirely dissinjilar, as to admit of no 
points of comparison as examples to each other«, 
Th^ economy and laboiuis of a settler in th^ west- 
em country would as ill suit the fashionable people 
of this spendthrift town, as the extravagance of the 
&shioBid>le people would the first settler. StUU* 
even in the extremes of life, there are analc^es ; 
and{)eople equally well educated will exhibit points 
of resemblance in situations the most opposite. 
Though the one may not be held up as an example 
to the other, there are some- things which they 
might borrow with mutual advantage. The fol« 
lowing is the If tier which gave rise lo these re* 
marks. 

TO hAVUXCELOU LANGSTAFF, ESQ. 

*' MaysviUe^ June 2(kh9 IS19* 
"My Dear Fribni), 
" Since I wrote you /last I have crossed the AI* 
k^ghanies and descended into the great valley of th^ 
Missiteippi, the centre of a thousand rivers, and 
Ae future residence of miUi<ms of happy hmnan 
beingis, as I do finply trust. Every-thing hei^^^ 
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IdMit « cemn^t to those scenes in ymtrxjty wfckli 

i ^qtutt^ a few months ago. The aspect ef natttf^ 
9 dlAvAit-^the objects I see, the sounds I hear, 
axe new ; and eten the racp c^ man seems to hhve 
assumed a diffinrent character^ in adi^ng itself tm 
ne^ scenes and new modes of life. They do 
iMbgs here in common, that would sound like to* 
soafice hi the details of eyer^-day Mfe ; ai^ encdttn- 
ter fatigues apd privatibns of body, which only the 
nsost active mind in the most healthy firantie could 
endure. Their modes of life, and the remoteneils 
ef their residence, in many instances twenty or 
tiarty miles itistant from each other, are calcidated 
to gi?e a stamp of individuality, whibh, in the close 
eollisions of social intercourse, wears away *and 
disappears in a Kttle while. Being allowed, as il 
were, peifect elbow-room, it naturally happens that 
the mind takes a direction according to temper kisi 
circumstances, and not meeting with those checks 
which circumscribe it on every side in crowded 
cities, acquires a character of independence, dis* 
figured in some little degree by a species of rough, 
self-supported consciousmeiSiy, as well as a want of 
thai refined deference for the opinions ef others 
which constitutes the great charm of a society,- 
"where there is less of individual character tod 
mental independence. Manly, sagacious, bnCva^ 
and quick in perception as- action, they exhibit a 
■singular variety of the human species, possessing 
1k^ substance ef kindness, liberality, ffiiid Hen^ 



wkick they are geneially aecompanied inxyur dtieau 
TlMse, indeed, aie so often used to xlisrguifie the 
Want of those noble quaMcations, that p«rhapa 
titts is one reason why oor .people of the west de- 
q>ise them* ' I wiH endeavour to give an idea of 
whfltt I mean, by a litde anecdote told me by aaen- 
lightwed and philosophical old gentleman, whose 
observations,, the fruit of great experience and sih 
^ity, I delight to lemember. 
- "He was wi&ing <m a narrow causeway which 
led irom one of the little westeam towns^ after s 
heavy rain, that -had* caused both sides of the' 
path to be very wet and muddy. Hearing some* 
body just behind him, he turned round and saw « 
man six feet high approaching in haste. Ju^as 
he came up, my old friend prudently stepped from 
.llie causeway into the mud, as it was too narrow 
to admit of their passings and he did not think it 
prudent to contest the way with the giant. The 
moment he did this, the tall fellow .indignantly and 
roughly called out*-^' Old man, what did you tura 
out for ? — come back — I can walk in the mud as 
well as you.' My frmd stepped back again, and 
the tall man strode past up to the ankles in mud, 
without taking any Amher notice of him. 

^ It ia T4ry clear to my iflind that these people 
will gi»e a ch^acfier of originaUty to our country. 
In fact, they have already done so in some degreow 
Their imagery, their comparisons^ their cai^ worda^ 



axe aH pecidmr to theniMlT^, and. thear opmimB 
0tL Tariouft subjects, considered amdng people of 
xegular tact as aettlbd beyond the reaek of fmlber 
eontroYersy, are just as rarious as lybey are upon 
the mo^ speculatire points of pbUosi^y. JEft 
q>ini<HX they bend to no ituthoricy whatevex, and. 
setting aside their submission to the laws; they 
will suffer themselves to be led by nothing which 
their own reason does not sanction. ' Tins inde« 
pendence of mind, while it produces occasionally 
a departure- from conunon and salutary usages, is, 
on the whole, I am inclined to believe, peculiarly* 
favourable to the play and exercise of the hu* 
man faculties, because it admits of the discussion 
of subjects which in other places are considered 
beyond question. Hence arises a sort of con-* 
tempt for old habits and opinions that do not bear 
the test of reason, and thus a way is opened not 
only to the dismissal of old errors, but for the ad- 
mission of new modes and opinions better adapted 
to situation and circumstances. Most of the im* 
provements of this world ar& perhaps the offspring 
of this habit of independent reasoning in a few 
solitary individuals, and consequently ifr would 
seem, that a whole people given to this habit must 
possess a capacity fbri^the most rapid advance in 
every thing. But as example is better than vagoe 
talking, I will tax your patience, if you have any, 
with the relation of an adventure that befell me n 
£&w days ago. 



road w]mxe dieie ^sumol. a siiiglis /jreohitnBk but 
]Q]f ^vm, aai wilhoiit meeting aay thing aisre^ but 
a de«Ey aad a 'Sew wooe^ck^Ta. NeiAfacr tbe 
T^Hiie <rf maa or i^east iMtd met my car aU thaV 
tifliBi eie6|)t the oeeattonal-aeighiiig of myiunami 
y»hs0 aei^aied exlrei^ely desirous, like anyself^. of • 
layi^etiiig $, fellow-areattBce. I was ^^avtled akaoelh 
opt of tl|e saddle by Us first essay, wfai«dii»i breaking 
as it did upoa a aileiice so pxD&siikdy wiis qidte 
alanning^ As the evening w«( coimiig. on apace^ 
I began to be a littfe solicitoua about my loiffmgBf^ 
not having becoiae r^onoiled to thefadbton ai the 
westeixk ttovellers ot lying in the^ ivild weedsy mtfat 
the lea¥0e foi a bed and the skies fee clean slieeiHir/ 
'' Tlp^s being the x:ase, I waa cheered to tlie 'Vtftf^ 
heartr.by the #<takd of an ate, siid tiie oecasiemA* 
y^lfmg.cS houjHk at«a oenaideiafale distto^eii. I 
spurred on gayly, and mj hoxse became as it werel - 
ii^treid mlh this mneic ; for being a naffitt^'Of the 
woods, he knew by expedience that a house waa 
net Isur off. Iiva little time we came to where ah 
elderly man and two stout young fetioWs were 
gMling a grofe of treesi, afanoet reaching die' 
cli^udsy and «o imilkensely thiek as MT fa^d defiance 
evc^ to A» axe of a New-Englandman. Otor 
meeting wie as Ut^e ceremoniofus as any thing of 
the llind yen can conceire. Thei^ was no bowing 
Of loU^^g .of hatik I asked him il* he couM * 
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lioine mc lor the nigiit, and be sdd yes-^^eze 
WAS ttothiiif UkecompUment,*! assure you. 

'' I wenfl home with'the elder, who seemed about 
forty, kaving the two lads to finish their day's wcHrk. 
It was a lo^ cabin of the better soft, wi& t^ 
reoais anda garret, located, as they iiay, just onrthe 
bank of the Ohio. There was a stable and a pig- 
sfy in the rear, together mth a hovel, all built rf 
k)g8. A famous fireff^c^, without any jambs, took 
up'the whole end of one of the rooms, and in the 
comer at the other ^dd stood a bed^ with a notaMe 
coverlet, edged with clean cotton netting instead 
dT lace. There was a pine tabk, an oaken bureai^ 
a New Testament, and an Almanac, which lasr 
was one of your deceased okh friend, the v^table^ 
Hugh Graine, of New-York. Of course it had 
been: long outof date> but die good man assuired 
jne that it predicted«the weather just as well as if 
it had been made f(»r the present year. 

" Mine host had a wife Yrorth having, as you^ 
shall hear anon. She attacked the bacon forthwith, 
that not-'being «s yet extinct like the roast-beef df 
old*£ngland, and in a few minutes a most anima- 
ting and savoury smell did incontinently issue frcHn 
the fireplace, more delectable than adi the spicy 
gales of Araby the bless'd. Then came in the 
young fellows firom their work — ^then was drawn 
fmrth the pine table, white as snow— then the hoe 
cakes and fried baooa smoked on dxe board, and 
then we fell to and made them vanish as if they 



w/^^ Imt smoke. Whaterer pfallokop|iers may 
say, rely up(m it, my dear firiend, diere is nodiing 
Mke eating and drinking tog^her to make people 
ae^xainted. It is an exceeding socmble custom, 
and lies at the root of the socia} compact. 

** After some jokes, at which we all laughed, but 
wWck I wiU not tiouHe you with—* Pray,' said I, 
'may I ask how you came herei and where you 
came from?' The good man laughed agam^^ 
* These are quealions that smack so mudi of my 
dear old Connecticut, that though,. as you affirm, a 
Yirginiacn,' I cannot help hailing you as a brother, 
and opening my whole heart to you. You* shall 
' hear my history, for it is*too eariy to go to bed yet. 

***1 was bom and bct)ught up in Connecticut, and 
my natiTO place was Old Hadley, once so iiamous 
for its pow-wowings, as they were called in those 
days'. My father and mother were good citizens 
for sm unsettled country, but not quite the thing for 
old Connecticut, where the people were thick 
enough before I* was -bom. They hfed thirteen 
children, one.for every state, and as I was intended 
to be the last, they called me Joseph. In Connec- 
tieut CTerybody learns to read, write, cipher, ttnd 
make bargains. I was still better off, for I learned 
a little Latin, which has been of infinite setvice by 
giving me great consequence here among the 
wolves and bears. . It has another special advan- 
tage-Hit makes me appear wiser lAan my vrifi^ 
. whiph is a great mattei:. 
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^'Wbein I #a« eigfataeii I feU b lert viA Wf 
fKfiiBat wife, mho wss a Weathervfieid htiresSi 
8be was weeding 0BionB ia a field, near the q:o«ft» 
side, and atnxok my fancy so conipletely as i rode 
past one day, that I went to see het meiy S«t<i»}ay 
night, aad returned at bveak of morning, tliat1»^ng 
the custom of -the times. Wbethi^ it wai^ h>?e at 
ooionB I can't aay, but I neter looked at -her en 
these occasiomi without the tears coming into my 
eye&. She could not resist it, and so we married/ 

^< ' After this we began to thipk of what we should 
do with ourselves^ ' My tathtr had sixly^ifee 
icres, together with a houseful of diiklFen^-^nd 
my wife^s parents were possessed of some patches 
xA onions. -There was no harbour for vm heie, and 
so I undertook to keep sdhodi. By t)iis means I 
gained enou^ to buy a cart, which I freighied wftk 
tin^ and made a4Tading voyage by land; as far as 
North Carolina. Here I nsade myself so unpopth 
br by 0<»ne excellent bargains, that I did not !ik^ 
to venture there again. I was now out of business, 
when we heaiQ of some of our people having gonb 
to Ohio, and become very comfortable in a little 
lime. I proposed the thing to my wife, who, after 
a lifde hesitation, consented. It is not worth while 
tdUing you how we got here, but here we arrived 
in safety, with« our axes and our two boys, the 
oldest nine years old. With thif assistance of 
BOine neighbours who live about twenty miles off 
I buUt this cabin, which cost me exactly twenty 
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doHasB. I fell to gmiling trees,, and raising every 
thing I could lay my hands upas, which I sold to 
the boatmen passing up and down the riyer, or 
sent to market by them. - ,Thu8 I got money grad- 
ually, so that I was able to purchase six hwnlred 
and forty acres of land^ ^ong the river, and stock 
it with every thing necessary to Carry on the faim- 
va% business. Next year I intend to ^^ throw off tht. 
saaoocasins,'' build a new frame house, and my wife 
and myself mea^i to tuni genteel, eschew hard 
work, and be as idle as we please. My good 
woman has been trying to persuade me to this for 
som^ time ; but I am a philosopher, and know very 
well that the best way for us all is to put off doing 
nothing as long as possible. J forgot to tell you 
that I have two da^hters manied and settled in 
the neighbourhood, about ninety-miles off, <and that 
nty wife and I ride over there on horseback to eat 
bacon^with them two or three times a year. My 
wife makes the journey in a day and a half, though 
she is forty^'Oight years old, and the naibther of ten 
children.' • - , 

^' After this story w^ all went to bed, and I was 
complimented with the smart covedet with nei^ 
lace. My day's nde had given me. a reasonable 
aptitude for sleeping, and I believe I shouM have^ 
made but one nap of it, had not a bear swam over 
the river about midnight, and made an imtptioit 
into the pig-sty. The pigs made a wonderful 

uproar, and roused every soid of us. For my part, 

8 
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I thought it nothing less than a party: of IndianA 
come to murder us all, until the old man came ii| 
and stopped my preparations for defence, by telling 
me the cause of the upK>ar. In conclusion, Sir 
Bruin was defeated and slain, without the loiss of 
a single pig. 

'^ Should I encounter any thing worth troubling 
you with a letter about, you shall hear from oie 
again before long. 

" Yours, always, 

*' Raleigh Ciuusiiiaw." 



We are not, we trust, «among those peevish, 
querulous spirits, who seem to think that persons 
in authority .are created for no other purpose, than 
to be set-up like geese ai^d turkeys at holydays,, %o 
be shot at by bumpkins at sixpence a hesd. On 
the contrary, we consider all magistrates chosen by 
the pec^e as under their special protection, and 
that it is their duty to discountenance every out- 
rage on their persons or .characters. The power 
of the magistrate is, it i% true, founded on the laws. 
But his authority depends on the public opinion ; 
and the people, in according their respect to his per- 
sonal character, clothe him with that authority, 
without which his power confers neither honour on 
himself nor benefit on others. 

Such being in our 6yes the distinction between 



the exercise of legal power and what mfty be 
termed the personal authority of the magistrate, 
we are of opinion that the acts of our city corpo- 
ration should not be lightly called in question, nor 
the motives of its members stigmatized without 
strong and undeniable reasons. We have, it is 
true, heard a vast many complaints of the frequent 
inroads 'lately made upon private property, for the 
purpose of laying out streets^ and beautifying the 
city, to the great inconvenience of sofaoe, and the 
utter ruin of others. These acts, it is presumed, 
are. sanctioned by the powers delegated by the 
charter, and if so, the question very naturally oc« 
curs, whether such a* power is either safe or salu* 
tary. The rights of ^person and property are es* 
sential to a good government, nor can the mere 
name of freedom gloss over any infiingement of 
either. We have heard of late many complaints 
«n the Mibject of those frequent exactions upon our 
citixens for alterations, many of which, it is con- 
tended, are not improvements, and for improve* 
ments, many of which are of no possible advan- 
tage to a minority of ihos^ who are called upon to 
bear a proporti<m of the expense. We have heud 
it openly asserted, that many of these undertalunga 
are for the sole purpose of increasing the value of 
the property of some rich or speculative indi« 
vidual, who, under pretence of public benefit, de* 
ceiyes 4he.coiporatioja into acts that lead to expen« 
ditures of money, a considerable portion of which 



Mis upon the cksB ef labouring freeholders wh0 
dweU- in the neighbourhood, atid having little to 
spare from their necessary occasions, are often 
compelled tp resort to means of raiung the money 
which eTentually lead to tfeeir ruin. Others again, 
it* is affinned, have their pibperty actually taken 
put of their hands, and cut and ca^ed at the pleas* 
ure of certaia commissioners, in whose appoint^ 
ment dtey have no agency ; and who are pleased 
^ to take upoii themselves the trouble of deciding for 
them, whether they are to' pay <^ receive a com.* 
pensation for the liberty thus taken- with their in* 
faeritanee. In some cases it is stated thaC the ex^ 
penses of (^ening, paving, regulating a street here, 
making another straight ther^ and widening a tfainl 
yonder — ^together with the minor matters connect^ 
with city improvements, taken all togedter, amount^ 
in many pla^s, to a tajc greater than that paid on 
houses in London, and so heavy in many iastanoee 
as to force pec^e-to abandon their property to the 
mercy of the public authorities. We see every 
day, indeed, houses ^d lots advertised for sale to 
paydiese exactions ; and it appears ir<Hn hence thai 
the practice lately pursued operates as a very great 
hardship upon the most valuable class of ourieU 
low-citizens. Whether these evils are counter* 
balanced by any r6al substantial public benefit — 
whether the differen(^e between a crooked and i;i 
straight street is equivalent to the hardships just 
detailed-^and whether the ruining of people to 
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the purpose of opening a street to enhance the 
value of other men's property is a proof of legis.- 
lative wisdom or himianity, are questions probably 
worth discussing, although at this moment we shidl 
wave their discussion. For the present we shall 
content qurselves with recommending the inquiry to 
others ; and conclude this little article with the fol- 
lowing letter, which, to say the truth, suggest^ 
the precedmg observations. 
^ It seems to be written in -a tone of feeling ap- 
parently arising from actual suffering, and detaik; 
facts, some of which we know to be true. We 
therefore give it to our readers with a full convic- 
tion that, whether the writer be a real or fictitious 
person, she has neither mis-stated nor exaggerated 
materially. 

TO LAUNCELOT LAKGBTAFF, B8Q, 

" I hope you will pardon me for troubling you 
with a letter from one so insignificant as myself. I 
belong to « class of people whose daily occupa^^ 
tions leave them little leisure for complaint, and 
who seldom complain to others when they can 
right themselves. But my parents 'and my hus- 
band have tried every other means of making our 
complaints heard in vain, and it is now rather 
with a hope of being commiserated than relieved, 
that I venture to address you with the story of our 
wrongs. 

^ I do not mean tei say we have snfTered any hard- 

8" 
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ships but what might lawfully be inflicted; but 
when pe(^le are ruined by acts of power, it is 
of little consequence or comfort to know that noth- 
ing has been done^ to them but what may be 
dcme to otiiers in the same situation. While I 
eompkdn of our sufferings I blame not the cause^ 
although I. cannot help sometimes thinking it a 
litde hard that we homely people should be taxed 
to make our houses yaluable, and then be obli- 
ged to seU them for less than they were worth be-* 
fore. But our little story will bpst exemplify my 
meaning. 

" I am the daughter of an aged couple of this 
city, who have lived a life of sober prosperity for 
seventy years, until within a little while. They 
subsisted on the rents of three, or four snug two- 
story houses in the suburbs, and brought up three 
daughters, of whom I am the youngest. About 
ten years aga I married a young tradesman, of 
good character, skilful, sober, and industrious, ,who 
thought me a great fortune, becatise my* kind pa- 
rents gave me one of their houses ale 'marriage 
portion* /•*" 

^^But alas ! sir, this house has. been the ruin of 
us all. We hved in it comfbrtably for awhile, 
until some enemy of the industrious poor put it 
into the heads of the corporation to set about im- 
proving the city. The worse for us and for ottr 
little ones, of whom we soon had the poor man^a 
portion. Unfortunately^ we resided in a part of 



the town that was capable of great improyement; 
and as there were few people living in the neigh* 
bourboed, they of course had to pay proponionably. 
"My husband, by industry and economy, had 
saved a few hundred dollars for rainy days ; but tny 
aged parents were too*good to thek children to lay 
up any thing. Our money l^oon all went, and they 
were obliged to mortgage their Uttle property tQ 
increase its value. The digging down of Bunker's 
Hill made a mighty h^le in our ready money, and 
the CoUect swallowed ixp the rest, together with a 
little sum we had set apart for the children'^ 
schooling. It is true, the* city was improved, and 
Ihe people who owned the vacant lots became rich; 
but as we had little leisure to admire' the beauties 
of the town, and no lota to dispose of, we have 
never been able to tell, to this day, why we were 
anade to pay for either. We talked among our* 
•dves, that those who received the benefit of 
these hnprovements ought to have borne the ex- 
pense. 

. ''My husband was east down by thus losing his 
hard earnings, as it wex^ for nothing ; and when 
not long afterward the assessment for Canal-street 
came out, he ventured to complain to the alderman 
of our ward, who insisted upon it that our house, 
which waa hardly half a mile off, would be wort^ 
twice as much as before, whenever the canal was 
Aushed. My husband, who did not know where 
tf) get the m^Qiey ta pay this new demand for im- 



proving his property, offered to sell the alderman 
our house for a price he had refused the yewr 
before ; but somehow or other he dkl not seem to 
relish the propoBal,. and went away rather abruptly, 
I thought. 

"Soon afterward we were forced to sell the 
house for what we could get, as did lAy poor old 
father his, for he had 1)een beggared by these im- 
provements. In order to get as much out of the way 
of th/g corporation as possible, we bought a couple 
of two-story hoi;fses near Corlaer's Hook, and had 
some hope of spending the redt of our days in peace, 
as there was no Bunker's Hill to be dug down or 
Collect to be filled up in that' quarter. But alas ! 
sir, our ei^il genius still pursued us. We had 
hardly got settled when we were assessed for a 
pump. It was more than a quarter of a mile off, 
to be sure, T)ut then as we were the nearest neigh* 
hours to it, it was but reasonable, they said, that we 
should pay for the improvement. By-and-by- we 
were called upon for our quota to fill up a puddle, 
and erect a cistern somewhere or other ; and a little 
while after for the curb-stones, if I mistake not, of 
Hudson-square. 

"In short, sir, I*fear you will tire of hearing otir 
complaints. We are now looking every day to be 
assessed for the paving *of some great street which 
is not yet inhabited, and which of course we niust 
pay for, as there is nobody else in the neighbour- 
hood. When this takes place, as it is quite impossH 
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Ue in these hard times to meet this new ezaetioii, 
we iiitend to abandon our houses to the corporation, 
tiiat they may apply the rents themselves until the 
money is paid. For ourselves and litde family we 
-care not so much ; but it seems hard that our pa- 
rents, who are just sinking into the grave, should be 
Aus a second time f(»rced to quit their home. It 
Sjeems like going into Qxile when it is too.late to 
form new attachments s and I /have somewhere 
read, that the tr^e which is transplanted too late 
never takes root agtdn. 

" Again, sir, I ask your pardon for troubling you 
with this dull story of domestic inconveniences* 
J^ is, I know^ but the every-day sorrows of every- 
day people' that I lay before you. But you, I trusty 
have seen miough of human life to know that p4M 
misfortunes come but sfeldom, and occuj; but to a 
few ; and «that the mass of miseries is^ after all, 
made up of the every-day sufferings of ccwnoon 
people. Perhaps, sir, if any membe]^ of the cor- 
poralton should condescend to read this 'humble 
detail, it might tOccur^ him that the lowly occu* 
pants of a homely two-story house,'Who are neither 
ambitioi» of improving their property nor have 
money to pay for it, ought not to be thus forced to 
iiioor' expenses beyond their means, because a 
specukliBg .citizen finds it for his interest. It 
might be possible also, I should think, for him to 
coDceive, that what might be very advantageous to 
•ach as could spare the mone|r for these imjffove*- 



itaents, might be ruinous tathode who could aoi. 
It 18 of little advantage to us, that at some futuve 
period, the improvements {<k which we have paid 
so dear will enhance the viailue of the property 
w^ are even novv obliged 4o sell at less than we 
gave. 

'* Otnr case is by no meims a solitary one. A 
neighbour of ours, we heard the other day, had-his 
house pulled down ta mad&e way for a new street. 
It4s true, he was paid for his house, but then the 
account was balanced by assessing the poor man 
just the sum for the increased value of his lot, so 
that he lost his house entirely. 

" For- my part, sir, I think I ritey lay my hand 
on my heart and safely sa)/^ that if these improye* 
Hients were essential to the comfoit or accommo^ 
dation.of the citizens — ^if the nroney we are c<mi* 
tinually called. on to pay weire expended in such 
works as the Battery, where the poor as well sm 
the rich enjoy the pure air of a Sunday evening—- 
or in filling up the slips, where they breathe of 
pestilence and death, we would work our fingers 
to the bone to pay our portion. But this is not the 
case. Long before one street is one twentieth part 
of it inhabited, we are called upon for our portioii 
of the expense of another, which would seem to 
be opened for no other reason than because some 
'worthy persons want to increase the value of their 
property. Indeed and indeed, sir, I do think, that 
the haid- working tradesman ought not to be turned 
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out of house and home to pay for a pump out of 
which he never drinks— or to make a sitreet straight 
through which he never walks — or even to enrich 
a speculator though he happens to be an alderman. 

" Your sorrowful reader, 

" Pamela Thrift." 






■'1 m ' ifi^uM^bi,L„t^SSti 



H uiMAmna>u 



No. X.— SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 1», 1810. 



FROM MY ELBOW CQAIB. 

When a man haa outlived the period of youths 
in which the mind, as it were, just waking from the 
sleep of infancy and inexperience, hopes, it knows 
not what, and anticipates a thousand delights that 
mock the chase of our whole lives — when too he 
has passed the middle age, and fruition or disap- 
pointment has .cooled the atdour of his worldly 
pursuits — ^when such a period arrives, wo to him 
if he has not preserved, in some secret recess of 
his heart, a little corner sacred to the pure feelings 
of ns^ture. To me he has become an object of 
pity, if he cannot go to the fountain of sensibility, 
and take a sip vnth a relish though not as keen, at 
least as pure, as when he wept for nothing, and 
laughed he knew not why. Above all, he is doubly 
to be pitied, if he cannot, while abstracting himself 
from the torturing business of the world, ^till take 
an interest in the concerns of his fellow-beings, 
and meet the smiles of oatur.e in the fields, with a 
complacency as kind as the breath of a bright 
spring morning fanning his withered cheeks. 
/"Old people will seldom be found talking much. 



Mthottt cntying the subject at last home to them- 
aelTes; and I confess the preceding observations 
Were made entirely with a view of bringing myself 
and some of my recreations before my readers. 
Among the^e I cannot help ranking a quiet ramble 
akMie in the country, in the pleasant month of June, 
is foremost in the list. It is then the season wheii 
all is bloomiBglife in the grores and the meadows; 
when the one is aD musiCy the other all firagranc^ ; 
and when the dews of the evening fall healthfully 
and firuitfuBy upon man and his mother earth. 
We can loiter at such a season far into the balmy 
eveningi and watch the parting day as it ling^s 
tbrougfa the long twilight, and fades from red to 
gnty, withoHftany apprehension that our old crazy 
bones will pay the price of the^ dearbought luxury. 
Upon such occasions {'hare often seen sudi beaU'* 
UfoX teints enlbeUishing the face of all nature, such 
glories in the western dues— have felt such bahny 
airs playing among my gra^ hairs, and heard sudi 
coBCmrts from the tree-tops, as might not be ex^^ 
ohanged without loss, for all the triumphs of music, 
painting', and poetry. I hare seen, in the bosom 
of a transparent lake, a worid more beautifrd than 
ever frmcy feigned when she inspired her most 
fevoured children, and whose teints no pencil coidd- 
ever iimtase ; and I have oAen'heard the thrush or 
the tnodkbird, from the tiptop of some lonely and 
majestic tree, that towered above the rest, salute 
the mellow twilight with a strain so artless, sweeliip 
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aid raried, as inigbtbsve made the moet^cotie^lad 
mxmdan break his flute or hautboy^ and listen in 
iU^Ace. 

Next to these Tonely enj^^rments, which are ma(t> 
ters altogetiier between nature and myself, one c€ ^ 
my most agreeable recreations is to ramble abouit 
Uiis charming city, noting the various and rapi4 
changes every day produces, and 'comparing the 
prntent with my recolkctions of the pttst^ In no 
other country have there occurred such swift muta- 
tionS) nor anywhere else has' the life of man pro* 
duced 80 many wonders'in his progresSi Even I 
have lived to see the wilderness blossom like the 
r^e^^the haunts of the wild beast and the Wild nian 
covered with herds^ flocks^ and civiUzed beings ; 
dnd beheld an einpire peacefully emerge from the 
depths of interminable for^ts, equal in extent td 
the greatest of the wdrld. I have beheld towiis 
thsit. were not to be found in the maps twenty years 
9g(^ become the capitals of great states that were 
not then in being ; and cities that could scarcely 
claim the rank of villages, take precedence of some- 
of the most renowned marts of the world. In a 
word, in no age or nation has the same practical 
' experience of the progress of man been' crowded 
into so short a space ; nor is there to be found in 
the. histcny of the human Tace an example of a 
growth so rapid, a nation so prosperous in the past* 
«r to which the future presents so many ^spiciour 
aiq[vaies. 



I cwfeBia|)lateaIl this witli libe telings of an M 
jnan towards a dejBtr and solitary o&{»ingy tbe.fitt 
maturity of whose vigour he can&ot Uto to see* 
While anticipating its coming greatness — its ap- 
proaching j^lendours lA arts, science, and literature, 
and all the peaceful triumphs .of the human mind| 
it is ^ften a subject of seri(His reflet, that I shall be 
dead and, forgotten long before this 'beautiful coa-t 
summation arrives.,. I am old, and a bachelar, and 
being denied those objects of endearment that 
monopolize the hearts of other men, my afiections 
turn with concentrated force to the bosom of this 
happy country, where my fathers, for five geneva, 
tion^y drew their, first^and last breath. One mupl 
have somjething to love, an<| such ict thft absolute 
necessity of ppssessing ^lomd p<»ii^ of affecticnt, 
that people often fall violently in love wUh them^ 
selvesy merely, I suppose, in consequence of the 
absence, of a more deserving object. But, for mj 
part, I make myself all the amends in my- po#«r 
for the w^nt c^ nearer, ties, by dwelling on ^ 
ppresent hapinness of our county, aiid chensfaing' 
the rational anticipation of its figure falanekss and 
bloodless triumphs. I follow, till I am almost 
wearied, the rapid course of time, and see oar 
people carrying the arts of civiU the comforts o£ 
spcial life, and the: sober principles^ as well a» 
habits of freedom, to ,the regions where .the sun : 
goes dowQ ; ipcreaaing, as they spread, the sphera. 

of human knoiffdedge, and wid€aiiag.ti|^.cir«iin« 
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tad supportiiig k race df eoundess miUions, Ues* 
aing aad bliessedl^ aH. 

But as the mind cannot support a long-contiimed 
impresaion of this afttbusiastic character, I gem 
erally, in the course of my city rambles, gradti* 
ally relax into a traiii of* reflections and recollec- 
tions of a more every-day, domestic kind. From 
the minuteness of the various traditions handed 
down in our family, which; being rather on the 
decline, cherishes the past, as connected with its 
better days, I am possessed of various particulars 
that have escaped the. notice of historians, whose 
works, like sieves, retain only matters of a certain 
.magnitude. In addition to this, I can even yet,' 
aiBid all the changes l>rou|^ht about by time and 
human enterprise combined, point to ,the ideitti-* 
cal spots where many of those interesting, though 
new forgotten events^ eccutred. ** Here;" — ^I el- 
claim Uke Yolney among the ruins of ancient Egypt, 
** here where the prosperous minions of commerce 
have reared, their uplendid habitations, once stodd 
the renowxied F<»rt George, where erewhile his 
mn^sty's puissant governor held his state, and the ^ 
beauteous grandmothers of our present race of 
economical belles set the fashion of admiring a 
red coat, which still subsists in all its vigour, td 
the utter mortification of our young and aspbing 
brevet colonels, whose long red tealhers breathe 
dejanco £t^om afar. Here, in ancient times, on 



IImi eighlewtth day of Macch, <me thousand seveii 
himdred and forty-one, occurred thatfunous &e 
whidi reduced this ifbtable pile to ashes, and events 
ually cost many a poor negro his life at. the stake.** 
Proceeding onwards I^pause en the Very tipoi 
where stood Mr. Murratfs' hay stacks the burning 
of wUch was another of the cipcmnstances leading 
to the discovery of the great* negro plot, so fatal to 
Cu&e Philipse, Caasar Varick,, Prince Aubineau, 
Will, alias Ticklepitcher, and poor Ury, the Cath- 
olic priest. A little westward of this, and just' 
Oil the North river sidfe, once stood a small wooden^ 
building, surrounded by a paled fence, and looking 
towaaxis the pleasant Jersey shore. Here, in obliv-^ 
ion, once lived John Hughson, and in oblivion might 
he have died, but thatiks evil genius prompted him 
to the conunission of offences, the punishment of* 
which he escaped, but which drew down on his 
head the consequences of still ^greater crimes, of 
which he may possibly have been innocent. It 
was at this, house, not a vestige of which, or the 
spot where it stood, now. remains, that the coloured 
dandies of those times met (hi holydays and Sun- 
day afternoons, to show their fine clothes and white 
teeth; and it was here they held the infamous 
Oeneva €lub^ all the members of which were sworn, 
a» it was said, to set fire to the city and massacre 
the white peqple. For these imputed •^intentions 
perished, besides those I have already named/ 

Cuzaeoa Dick, a famous fiddler, the very Orpheus 
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of his time, together vnUi tlie iH^eted Jetm Cony^ 
&e first daacing^mastsr recorded in the ennite of 
New- York. In the obscimty%nd prejodio^of the 
limes, it is r^yw ^uite impocHrible to decide ^whether 
in reality this plotevet esfisfted, or whe^r it was net 
Uie oflfsprii^ df one of those cruel panics widi wfaidt 
history abounds, and the lemembninee of whidi 
should be buried in eternal obltrion, were it nol^ 
salutary to preserve it as an example and a warning. 
Of Che negroes who were executed for participa- 
ting in this plot, whetherreal or imajopnary, nothing 
is known ; tl^ir U¥es passed away in slavish oW 
scucity, and their &tes excited no sympathy. Cq£* 
fee, the servant of old CoL Philipse, and the Cat- 
iline of this conspiracy, is recorded, however, as a 
person of great distinction among the frequ^iiteni 
of Hughson's house — ^president of the honribte 
Geneva Club,- and a great cock-fighter. Bdongi- 
ing, as he did, to. a family of the first distinctien 
in the province, he oi course took rank over the 
slaves of more vulgar citizens, and, as appealed in 
evidence at his trial, he was to have been kkig 
when the white people were put down. I remem- 
Iser somewhere to have read, or perhaps hesffd, an 
account of Cuffee's execution, wheA I was quite a 
youth, that made a lasting impression on my mem- 
ory. It was said, that when the pile which was 
to consume him was lighted up, he placed hie 
elbows firmly upon it — crested his chin on the pafan« 
d his two hands — and vTtthout changing a nHiaftlf^j- 
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Inked tbe f peotiimrs mentij in tlie fcce, as long 
as ke could be diatingaiahed* Of the rest of the 
vidmuiy not one, it is sud, displayed the least itt* 
4ications of fear ; for it would seem that the pros*' 
ped of death had stupified their faculties-r-or that 
ike passion of fear partook in their minds of the in« 
dtalinctaess ef the test of their mental perceptions 
<*-^ry it may be^ that the long habit of endurance^' 
eomnion to this unfortunate race, had prepared 
them imperceptibly for this terrible consummation. 
Uosre? er this may be, they wanted only to be 
Romans, and to die in a good cause, to be woithy 
ef a Roman fame. 

But of all that perished on this occasion, whether 
gttiky or not guiky^ can now never be known— 
^lexe was none whose lot, to my mind, was more 
pitiable than ^t of poor. JoHir Ury, the Catholic 
priest* The history of thi^ Dnfovtunate being is a 
praetkal illiistraticm lof the spirit of the times, and 
fomishes one move melaiicbriy proof, that eren 
among the persecuted, who passed over into the 
wide wilderness of the west to enjoy Uberty of 
oiHiscienoe^ the spirit of parseeution sometimes 
ascended even to tbe sacred seal of justice and 
pcUuted its decisions. 

The father of Ury was secretary to the South 
Sea Compakiy, but, according to the account given, 
died when his son was quite a child, leaving him 
to the care of a gentleman who passed for a n(m* 
jusor, but waa afterward suspected ci being a 
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Jesuit. Hertecehed hia edue«i|in at twDii%reiit' 

ttiuvemties, and taking orders built a chapel^ wMo)» 
brought binx in> fifty pounds a year ; but ^mM a&«r« 
lii^aKl seia^d by the British govermnent, uader* 
pretence of a Ubel. Ury escaped with, his ears, 
only throi^h the interest of his friends* Bemg 
thus reduced to. poverty, and an ob^ct of. eUoquy 
and suspicion, he could not bear, he saidi to Btay- 
in a place whex^ he had (mce Uved in honour and 
credit, ^nd accordingly ,caaie to America^ wherey 
he believed, his religion would not expose him to 
persecution. 

This v^as Ury's history of himself. A gentle- 
man, however, who wa» wntten to in London on 
this subject, gaye a different account ; agreeing aa 
to the parentage of Ury, but dehying .his haTing 
been pnnidied £c^ writing against the goYemment. 
H6 officiated, according to this account, as a shop 
and errand-boy ; and his greatest ambition was to 
be a conomoft servant in a family, his education 
havipg rendered him unfit for a )i%her station^ 
The statement concludes with setting forth, thai 
the poor fellow, being disappointed in all his hopes, 
at length fell into distraction, and hia biogra{^inr 
heard no more of him until he received the news 
of hi^ melancholy &te from America. 

Whether this last account be true or fake cannot 
now be ascertained^ I confess myself, however^ 
inclined to believe the statement of Ury hims^. 
The opinions ascribed to him as highly criminal at 
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di^ tiial; Ae defenee he made on that oceasion; 
ami, abore all, his Ayaig declaration, aie so at war 
with the supposition of his having been a Tulgar 
and ignorant man, that I cannot yield my mind ^ 
the belief. He was arraigned on the charge of ad- 
ministering the sacrament accprding to the rites of 
the pa^l church*-o£ sweuing the conspirators 
wilh a cross in his hand^ *and giving diem ftbsolu* 
U€»i for all the sins they should commit " about the 
fiot^ There were incidental charges, such as his 
b^ng sen enodssary of Spain, to bum all the towns 
m the. British American Colonies, and holding 
'* dangerous and wicked doctrines on the subject 
of relish." A certain carpenter and houserjoiner 
swore that Ury sometimes expressed himself on 
ssligiotts topics "in such a dark, obscure, and 
mfsUgmnm way, that the defMXient could not un- 
dHEHand him." The same man also deposed, that 
fH three difiereAt times Ury rsiad^ pray ejs in hisii 
pves^use, he- cmly mestiooed " our sov^eign lord 
the king, and not King GeargeJ^ The carpenter 
also heard him preach, and *^ the drift of his ser- 
mon was against drunkenness, and debauchery of 
life, and against deists." Finally, the carpenter de* 
posed, that *^ he had blamed two preachers of the 
city for their preaching up that faith, without 
wodo, was suffieieirtiEvr salvation. He said this 
was destroying two grand attributes of God A1-' 
diighty^ jostiGe and mercy, and that there mmst bo 
ffoodwosks," 
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TImm crying offences agaisst the &8jbioliafat« 
orthodox Cftl¥iD»m of the boneftt Dutdi jwy, threw 
a ^ade over the merits pf {K)or John Uiy, and dis- 
posed his judges the more easily to credit the. im* 
prob]d)le and vague tales of Im connexion witk 
the plot.. He was condemned to b^ hanged and 
executed on the 29th of August, seventeen himdssd 
and forty-one. His behaviour while on the trial, 
in prison, and at the place of execution, wasadmi* 
lable ; and his dying declaration appears to me to 
be one of the most noble,, affectiiig, and sokmnoa 
record. I shall transcribe the whole of it from a 
very rare work in the Cockloft library, compiled 
by the gentleman who held the office of recordor 
id the city at that time, and wks a finh believe in 
the guilt of Ury« A copy of this decltmtk» wte 
made in the jaU, from one in the handwriliiig sd 
Ury, from wluch the recoider's copy was aftt—ragi 
taken. It seema to afford sufficient evidence that 
the.vmter could uot be the vttlger, miedaeirted bai^ 
ing he was represented* 

The last Speech of John Ury^ 

" Fbllow«Christians, 
'* I am now -going to suffer a death attended with 
ignominy and pain.- But it is the cup that my 
heavenly Father has' placed in my hands, and I- 
drink it with pleasure. It 19 the cross of my Re« 
deemer; I bear it with alacrity, knowing that aB 
that live in Jesus Christ must suffer p«niecution« 
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Wf must bt made fai aome degree pwtakers of his 
fufferings^ before we can share in the ivories of 
his reiurrection. For he went not up to Heaven 
before he ascended Mount Calvary ; nor did he 
wear the crown of glory before he wore the crown 
of thorns. And I «m to appear before an awful 
md tremendous God-*^ being of infinite purity 
attd unerring justice, too wise to be deceived^^too 
just not to punish the attempt. Now this is the 
being at whose bar I am to stand. lib the presence 
of this God, the possessor of .heaven and earth— 
Ae avenger of falsehood,^^! lift up my hands and 
solemnly protest, I am innocent of what is laid to 
my charge. 1 appeal to this great being for my 
entire ignorance of Hughson, his wife^ or the 
wretched creature Miat was hanged with them ; I 
never saw them» livipg, dying, t>r dead ; nor ever 
had I any knowledge or confederacy with black 
or white, in any plot. Upon^tbe memorials of the 
b^dy and Uood of my dearest Lord, in the crea« 
tures of bread and wine, in which I have com- 
m^oiorated the love of my dying Saviour, I pro- 
test that the mtnesses are false ones — I never 
knew these perjured witnesses but at my trial. 
But fqr the removal of all scn:q)les with regard 
to my belief, and the truth of this my testimony, 
after my death, I shall give my thoiif^ts on some 
points. 

** First — I fkmly believe and attest, that it is not 
m ihe power of man to forgive sin ; that it is the 



fiteng$l6fe only of the great God to ditpjiesM ftst'^ 
don for sin ; and that those who daxe pretend lo 
inch a power, do, in stmie degiee, commit that greet 
and unpardonable offenoe — the sin agauist the Hdy 
Spiriti becauae they pretend to that power which 
their own conscience disclaima. . 

^ Again— I solemnly attest and beMefe, dial t 
person haying committed- or imagined crimes thsi 
might have proved hurtfol or destiucttYO to society, 
and who does not discover the whole scheme, and 
all the persons concerned with him, tannot obtain 
]Mardon from God ; for it is not the taking of oatha^ 
that ought to deter him from confessing his guflt 
and that of others, euch obligations being not only 
sinful, but impardonable, if not brdcen. A penkn 
irmly believing this — standing, Uke me, on the 
brink of an eternal Ufetjof suffering, if he shall lie 
with his last bveath ; and knowing that his ftituie 
state must depend upon the performance or neg- 
lect of these duties, cannot, dare not trifle or pre-^ 
▼aricate. 

" I have no moreto say by way of clearing my in- 
nocency, knowing that to a true, unprejudiced Chris- 
tian mind, I must appear guildess. But, however, 
I am not very solicitous abbut it. I rejoice, and it 
is now my comfort, in this last hour of mortal life, 
that mycoBscieBce speaks peace to* me, now thati 
am going from a world of sorrow to a region of 
bUas, where there are no plots and no perjured wit- 
aessea thirsting for j ^Bouent blood; and where^ 
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• « 

Messed be God, the wicked cease from troubling; 
itod the weary are at test ? 

'♦But, lest any seriooiis Christiatn should arraign 
the providence of God, in thus suffering the inno- 
cent tolfe slain like helpless lambs at the slaughter- 
house of the butcher,— ^even I will bear this tesli- 
iflctey, that these are the dark dispensations' of a 
Being who is all-wise and cannot be wrong — ^who^" 
is all-mferciful and cannot suffer the guiltless tcf 
perish in vain. 

" And now I depart this waste arid howling wik 
demess with a mind serene and fre6 fr6m all 
Inalice,- hoping forgiveness, and praying that Jesus,' 
tv^ho alorie is the giver of repentance, will convince,- 
Conquer, ?ind enlighten the soxAs of the murderers 
#ho' have borne false Witness against me, that they 
may publicly confess their wickednes?, and, evert 
fliough late, do justice to my injured memory whert 
1 am dead.*^ 



fUOU OtJR NBW-ENGLAND CORRESTf»OKDfiNT. 

It ha!s oft*en occurred to me that religion is, irf 

a m€Tt Social point of view, oi much more conse-' 

qticnte to the ignorant than the enlightened pwtioa* 

of mankind. A virtuous and refined education^ 

combined with the exaniple of parents -posSf^tfirn^ 

10 
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theiBselres the same advantagesy naturaHy instfls 
into the minds of youth tho^e principles of virtue, 
as well as that regard to decorum^ which act as 
effectual restraints to victous habit4s and indulgen* 
ces. The ignorant and uneducated being, on the 
other hand, in a great measure .destitute of these 
moral restraints, have only th« precepts, of veligiony 
the fear of temporal and etern^ ,punishments,.to 
deter them from the commission of crimes, from 
which they are hot restrained by the force of any 
other motives, arising out of education and ex- 
ample. 

Hence it appears- evident that it is nt>t only im« 
portant that religion should be preached among the 
very lowest classes of society, but that it should 
foe a plain, practicail, moral religion, inculcating not 
only the necessity of faith, but of good works ; and 
enforcing as well the benefits of a useful worldly 
life, as the abstract beauties of that spiritual holi* 
ness, which seems equally elevated above the. ne- 
cessity of active exertion or present usefulness— 
which scorns to display itself by any overt act of 
goodness, and equally soars above our standard of ^ 
intellect and purity. 

Without- meaning to enter upon any of the 
metaphysical subtleties of religion, I must be per- 
mitted to observe that the Christian code, as rec- . 
ommended and enforced by the precepts and ex- 
ample of the Saviour, is in a great de^ee a moral ^ 
code» the most perfect, pure, and elevated of any 
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ever yet propounded to the human race. It (fis- 
plays, with admirable clearness, the relative duties 
of man to man, and recommends with a divine eld- 
quence and fervour their performance among all 
those who looked up to him as the fountain of their 
feith. This leading motive seems never to be lost 
sight of ; and while the necessity of faith is still in- 
sisted on, the' actions of men, as w^ell as their mo- 
tives, are distinctly pointed out, as- essential ingre- 
dients in the sublime cliaracter of ar true bdiever. 
From this it would 'seem that the morals of the 
Christian religion are quite as important as its met- 
aphysics, especially among that class of human 
beings on whom their influence is most essential 
to the wellbeing of themselves and to the peace of 
society. 

Unfortunately, however, it would seem the most 
prevailing belief, and that most industriously dis- 
seminated among the ignorant, is one which appears 
quite elevated above a regard to moral habits, the 
absence of which islo be supplied by a* sort of 
mystical evangelical purity, of so abstract and ethe- 
real a nature as to baffle all analysis, and elude 
every attempt of the most able expositor, to bring 
it down to the level of an ordinary understanding. 
Heticq, we too often find this strange devotion 
mingling 'with a total disregard of every social 
duty, and associating itself with the commission 
0f crimes of the deepest die. 

J have been led into these reflections by havings 
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|n the course of the last summer, peruspd seyen^l 
pf the confessions of criminals cohvipted and exe? 
cuted for murder ip various parte of this country, 
Those who ascribe to books a weight proportioned 
to their size* and erudition, b^ve little practical 
experience of the in|Ju^npe of literature* A dying 
apeech, published ii) a sixpenny pamphlet^ will be 
f ead by more perj^ons, and have a greater influencf) 
pn their minds, than the most elegant and elaborate 
tome of six inphes in thickness, even though {ainte4 
pn hot-p^3S(ed paper, and s#itptioned by a firstirate 
review. Thp former, in truth, furnishes the lit^ 
prary appetite. of the poor with its choicest food ; 
\t is read extensively, and combining, as it does^ 
fhe force of terror wi^h the charm of adventure, 
piakes a dieep as well as a lasting impression* 
The effect of all this op$r^te9 l^iuch iqore injuri? 
pusly, as these confessions arp now generally turned, 
^an ?lU tl^e acute heterpdoxy of Hume, or even the 
ponderous orthodoxy of his opponents. The his? 
Jory of two or three of these confessions will, howr 
pver, bettpr iUastratp my meaning, than any thin^ 
f can say on tte subject. 

The fir9t example is that of a man of 4^e nant^a 
pf Munks. This miserable bping, agreeably to hif 
account of the murdier for which he suffered, ap^ 
pears to havp b^en, to thp last degree, ignorant aa 
^ell as brutal. Returning home one evening, ht 
intoxicated himself by the way, and meeting % 
TMsrjfpiii on harsebap]^, i^ a i|plil;ary wood t,bh)i]f^)f 



vMch the road passed^ ^ the thought came into his 
bead that he would shoot him," to use his own ex- 
pression. Accordingly he did shoot, and afterward 
rob this poor stranger, who was unfortunate enough 
f o fall in with this despiser of good works. After 
this, it appears, he went about his business as usual, 
and was occasionally visited by fears of discovery, 
which, as usual, he mistook for compunctions of 
conscience for the crime he had committed. Thus 
he went on a while ; for, iji the thinly-peopled region 
where he lived, it was some time before it was dis^ 
covered and whispered about that an Unknown 
traveller had been murdered, and his body hid in 
a wood near the road-side. 

An inquiry was, however, shortly afterward in- 
stituted, and as the whole train of circumstances 
inevitably fixing^ the guilt on Munks, he was tried, 
convicted, and sentenced to death. During his 
imprisonment he was visited by one or more of 
the professors of that religion which I have taken 
the liberty to condemn, as the encourager, if not 
the parent of crime. No doubt these men are as 
pious and well-meaning as the teachers of many 
other sects ; but I may be permitted to regret, with- 
out being charged with motives I do not feel, that 
the wretched beings who thus pay the just forfeit 
of their crimes, are not oftener attended by those 
who would waken in their hearts a better and more 
rational repentance. The criminal, who, at the 

momont of being launched into eternity, is taught 

10» 
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%o evAt in ^fi^ crime a» th^ immediate jneans of 
^s s^yatiqi^ defeats the very intention of the laws, 
find is more apt to exhibit an object to encom-age, 
than deter from wjickednes^* The murderer was 
(Biecuied, ^d in his confession, drawn up, if not by. 
\i^ ghostly advisers, at l^ast und^r their immediate 
inspection, thanked his God most devoutly, that 
instead of living to an old age, dying in his bed, 
and going to eternal punishpient, it had pleased 
Providence thus to convert the blood of a feilow^ 
Pireature into a means of saving his soul, and clean^s 
ising him from aU transgression. 

T^e next in this catalogue .of sanctified mvoh 
derers is a bloocjy parricide, whose name shalj 
iiever be preserved from oblivion through any 
agency of mine. He shot his own father in cold 
blood, and perished, abliprred by eveiy Kufnar^ 
bluing, as a wretch who h^ dis^aced his nature 
by a crime so black, that the ancients could not 
believe th/e gods would pepoit any one to ooQ^^it 
it; and therefore laid it dov^ as a principle, thai 
the mother of a., reputed parricide was always ai^ 
adulteress. Thus clothed, however, as he was, 
with every attribute of guilt ajid infamy^ he, too, 
sent forth his dying declaration, in which he, iA 
like manner, boasted of his regeneration, not by 
the blood of the Lamb, but of his own father, and 
devoutly thanked God that he likewise had foun4 
a short road to eternal salvation. I have been in? 
duced to these horrible details with a view of set- 



ting ^em out in their naked defonnity, divested 
of the mischievous cant which veils, with the holy 
piantle of religion, the bloody and remorseless 
murderer, and shields him from th^ detestation of 
bis fellow-cr^atur^s, 

Bu| perhaps the n^ost striking aiid lamentable 
instance of the fatal effects of this . mischievous 
doctrine of salvation through -the gallows, i3 that' 
of the late ^imiable and lapiented Doctor Berkeley, 
of Virginia. He is represented as one of the most 
humane and indulgent of masters, and he wasi 
^lurdered by his ovtrn ^laves, who had deliberately 
}aid a plan to take his life. The principal in th^ 
plot was an old black woman, a devotee in the 
pew anti-moral system; and I was told, on good 
authority, assuiped at her execution the honours of 
Hiartyrdom, because the doctor, though a kind 
master, was construed to be a persecutes of he; 
church, on i^ccount of hi^ spm^etimes refusing th0 
slavfia permission to attend distant meetings. 

I could enumerate many more instances of the 
prevalence of this worst species of fanaticism, th^ 
illegitimate progeny of a divorce of religion and 
DC^orality. But it is believed enough has been said 
to exhibit the danger and deformity of a system 
which operates as a practical enpouragement to 
vice, by holding out murder and parricide as mean« 
of salvation, sprinkling the holy path of religion 
with the blood of hiunan victims, and making the 
greatest of cvimes the purchase of the most m^ 
e^timnWe rpwtird*!. 
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THE LEGEND OF ADAM ENGLEBRIGHT. 

Some five-and-twenty years ago I had a sort of 
outdoor acquaintance with an. honest man, who 
wore a little oidfa^hioned cocked hat, and having 
^realized about fifteen hundred dollars a year, clear 
6i the world, retired, as he supposed, to the enjoy- 
ment of a comfortable independence. At that time, 
I rememl^er, I used to look upon him as ope of the 
happiest fellows in the circk of my observation. 
He had enough for his own enjoyments, a little 
fprthe necessities <)f others; and though without 
any particular business of his own, had quite suf* 
ficient employment to keep him out of idleness. 
He followed a regular routine for er^ry 4ay in the 
week except Simday, when he attended punctually 
to hear a Dutch sermon at the church in Garden* 
street, where he carried about one of the little 
black bags, which he generally held out with great 
pertinacity till- something was put into it, as he 
considered a bow of very little advantage to those 
who Were to benefit by the coUectipn. 

In the morning he went regularly to the Fly- 
market, a practice which he >kept -up until the 
breaking out of the last war, when the sudden rise 
of every article of food gave him such a disgust 
to the J)lace,"thSit he.never went there 'afterward. 
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When breakfast was done he fialliad oiit to super? 
intend the BiS^ks of t^e city, which he had volun.-* 
tai[ily taken undjer his immediate protection. Such 
was the zeal with which he attended to the duties 
f>{ bij5 situation, . that he^ could tell you of every 
Rew house buikiinff in the city ; and no ship entered 
the port that he did not know whence she came,, 
to whom she belonged, and the nature of her cargo? 
above all, however, he valued himself upon the 
Ultimate knowledge he possessed of oUier people'^ 
^airsy and the singular accuracy with which he 
pould tell ho^ muph a naan was worth, ^s well as 
|the nature of his property. I ^m assured that h^ 
estimated the possessions of the late Tom Gardner, 
to within a few hundred dpllara of their actua)^ 
value. ^ . 

I ou^t^to mentlpn, in justice to this worthy, 
/citizen, that he turned this busy, prying disposir 
" tion to the piublic good. He never sayv any thing 
unseemly in the streets, or detected any violation 
of the laws for preserving order and cleanliness in 
the city, without forthwith denouncing it to the 
pcHrporation, which, he very justly considered had 
enough to do t<x make laws, without taking the 
trouble to see them put in execution* Being well 
known and respected by several worthy membersr 
pf the conunon council, hd was also in the habi^ 
of occasionally suggesting various improvements 
in the city. I once heard him affirm he was the 
first th^t adviaed the filling up of the Cpllept^ an^ . 
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am told, he "was lately heard to hint, in rather a 
mysterious way, that the citizens little suspected 
10 whom they were indebted for the first hint of 
those beautiful avenues that point in every direc- 
tion, and produce such a vast number of three- 
square lots, which add so much to the picturesque 
aspecrof the island, 

. Such were his morning occupations. After din- 
ner, which was always served at one o'clock, he 
smoked a couple of pipes of fiiaze Moore, and if 
it was pleasant, strolled out to Cannon's, at Cor- 
ker's Hook, or crossed over to Hoboken. At one 
or other of these places, he was regularly • seen 
seated in the shade of the trees, watching the 
youngsters playing at nine-pins, with an air of 
happy interest^ and tilling everybody that wouW 
listen to him. the stoi^ of his once winning a 
gallon of milk-punch of old Alderman Van Zandt, 
by knocking down all the pins at one single bowl. 
He returned regularly at sunset, and after tea, pro- 
ceeded at eight o'clock in summer, and seven in 
vrinter, to Big Simmons\ where he spent the even- 
ing, hearing excellent stories from Joe Miller, or 
listening to the renowned Joe Appleby, whose 
singing, together with the good ale he was ac<» 
customed to drink, was supposed tp have contribu-( 
ted much towards the vast size of that noted pub» 
lican. Precisely at nine, he knocked the ashes out 
of his pipe, paid his shilling, cracked his old joke 
on th^ landlord's Periphery, and went home, 
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Itf (his manner, soberly enjoying the fruits of his 
early industry, escheiving evil, doing good when it 
came in his way, harming no earthly creature, and 
living in peace with all mankind, he was quietly 
jogging along towards his journey's end, when the 
progress of improvement and refinement, as it is 
called in our city, graduadly undermined the 
homely superstructure of his happiness. First, 
his honorary office of superintendent of the city 
was intruded upon by certain meddlesome persons, 
who were always taking the lead of him in denoun* 
cingnuisances,.suggestingimproyements, and point- 
ing out violations of tk&>laws. 'Not long after he 
was entirely superseded by the eerporation, which, 
stealing the hint from nay old acquaintance, estab- 
lished a regular, officer, to the great detriment of 
the city, which has never since been half as well 
taken care of. 

Just about this tin^, too, the newspapers assu- 
med one of his favoimte empk>ymeBts,'.and by dint 
of. sending boats to prowl about the Queurantine 
and Narrows, where they boarded every vessel that 
arrived^ took, as it were^ the bread out of his mouthy 
and gradually anticipated him in telling the news, 
and being the first to announce the arrival of ves- 
selsr I recollect being present at the old Coffee* 
House one day, v^hen he came in great haste to 
announce the taking of Seringapatam, and even at 
this distant period of time, can see the mortifica- 
tion of the worthy littlie man at seeing it already 
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totered on the books. Thus was lie gradually di^~ 
Tested of all the importance arising from being the 
first to tell the news. He was now left without 
resources for the mommgy having altjo lately bccff 
anticipated by <he brokers and bank directors, in 
the business of prying into the affairs of other 
people. These useful persons had already be^aft 
to organize that reguhir systiem.of espionage, by 
means of which they can at any time ascertain the 
amount of a n>an's wealth, the pressure of hi* 
wants, and the advantage to be derived from them. 
Thus cut off from his morning amusements and 
dCK^upations, he clung the lAore closrfy to his aftcr-r 
noon recreations and his evening club. But hefe 
**" too the progress of, ihiprbvement. brought aboiil 
changes that destroyed his pleasures, and left itit 
their room the most melancholy r^eoltecliona. Th^ 
noble linden-trees, that waved their green toptf 
among the clouds, a»d shaded the hallov^ed vvalki; 
of Cannon'y gardens, were cut down, and street!^ 
of brick bouses took plaee of that rurd retreat.' 
Big Simnfions, the greatest maA of his day,- died 
at last, full of years and fat; the house was pulled 
down, and was succeeded by a new one, present- 
ing new chimney comers, with new faces in them. 
His old cronies, who relisdied his jokes, and ViFhose 
jokes he relished for old ac(^aintance' sake, were 
gradually swept away by death, or kept at home 
by their infirmities. To these succeeded a race of 
sophisticated people, who looked grave at his stories^ 



hxighei at him instead of at his jests, and in th« 
Toom of a plain pipe and pint of porter, da^uik 
Burgundy or champaign, and smoked Spanish 
cigars, which he particularly abhorred, because 
•ne of the Spanish negroes engaged in tlie famous 
negro-plot belonged to bis father. Among these 
mtriiders were seme of the newly-'imported per-< 
formers, whose humour he thought execrabie^ 
whose wit, he maintained, consisted in cant phrases 
and grimaces, and* whose forward impertinencer 
Was in his opinion beyond bearing. He already 
begaA to meditate a retreat from these pestilent 
novelties, when one night having tried his best joke, 
which be had told for almost half a century, and 
c^msidered as much his own as the house, which, 
together with the jiest, be had inherited from his 
father, ene of these interlopers had thiB impudence 
to tell him it was taken from a certain page of Joe 
Miller, and that they never laughed at second-hand 
jokes^ Hereupon he knocke^ the ashes out of a 
newly-lighted pipe and indignantly retired, with a 
firm resolution, which he kept like an honest Dutcfi* 
man, never to return again. Some of his surviving 
companions used to tell a story^ that on his way 
home he encountered a post, which he belaboured 
soundly, mistaking it for some one that had run 
against him ; but this I look upon as apocryphal, 
or, to tell the truth, downright invention. 

Fate seemed determined to convince my old 
friend, that neither prudence, economy, or discare* 
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tion can prevent the inevitable operatidit of those^ 
changes, which time and 'the progress or deteriora- 
tion of man bring about in this world; The very 
day after this discomfiture at the club, he learned 
that the vestry of the church in (Jarden-gtreet had 
come to a resolution to abolish Duteh preaching 
henceforward in that last remaining refuge of the 
language of St. Nicholas in our city. From that 
moment he abandoned the world in a great measure, 
and took to sinoking his solitary pipe at home^ 
where he railed at the ai9toni«hing degeneracy of 
his fellow-ereatufesi For several years I neither 
saw or heard any thing of himyand concluded he 
had died quietly -by his fireside, till so^ae time 
ago I detected my old acquaintance in the news- 
papers, under the disguise of the " Last of the 
Cocked Hat$r^ - » 

It gave me not a little pleasure te find that one 
of the last remnants of the oldfashioned world 
was yet alive, and it is with increased satisfaction 
I now inform my reader^, that ehance gave \is » 
Meeting the othej day. In turning the comer of 
Broadway and FuUon-str-eet, I brushed against a 
little, rusty, weather-beateji figure,- 1 thought I re- 
membered to have seen somewhere before. Curi- 
osity caused me to turn about, when I found the 
little rusty man had done the same. . We may 
mistake the air and figure of people we have once 
known; but the intelligence of looks neyet de^ 



eeives. , l^ie moment our eyeB met we knew each 
other. 

"Well, old Adam Englebright," exclaimed I, 
after the first greetings — " how has time gone with 
you for the last hundred years — I suppose the 
world, as ustial, is growing worse and worse every 
day ?" The moment he gave a certain shake of 
the head, which is infallible, and took a long pinch . 
of Loorillard, I knew what was coming. He gave 
me the detail I have just laid before my readers, 
and concluded his history with vehemently denoun*- 
ping banks and paper money. " You may-chance 
to remember," said he, '* tlMit some five-and-twenty 
years and more I left off business, with what was 
eonsidered ai that time a snug independence, 
enough to satisfy the wishes of one brought up in 
the simple habits of the last age. 

"1 purchased half a dozen little respectable- 
looking Dutch houses in Broad-street and the 
neighbourhood, I. believe for the reason that they 
haf e sharp xoofs something like my cocked hat* 
Eewof ^m.are left, and these are frowned into 
utter insi^ificance by^- upstart palace^ with green, 
d^c^s^ shining brass knockers, and basement stories,^ 
buUt ^m paper money. The rents of these houses 
supplied me ^^rith all I wiahed, and for many years. 
I ;li9e4 without knowing > what it was. to want 
HQiOney, My two , daughters, who I believe you 
T^yet saw, were always well dressed, and partook 
liberally in the amusements conunon to their sex^ 



tLgey and sitaatioa in life. In sfaoit^ sir^ I believe 
few people lived more happily and respectably 
than ourselves, until it became the fashion for 
bankrupts to become bankers, and hon^t independ<* 
ente was swept away by oceans of paper money, 
which swallowed up the reality, and left the shadow 
of wealth behind. This second deluge came near 
reducing me to actual want, by raising the price 
of every thing, while my means remained nearly 
the same. 'Tis true, I was assured my property 
hBkd doubled, nay, trebled in value within a few 
years ; but as my houses were oidfashicmed, smaily 
and situated out of t]ie way of business, the xentsi 
weje very little enhanced • in proportion to other 
things. I was also out of business, and conse^ 
qiienliy the facility of borrowing money, vnth 
which t9 trade and speculate, was no advantage to 
me, nor- in fact to anybody elsci. as the matter is 
likely to turn out. . . ; 

" You know very well, sir, how difficult it is to 
resign the tittle homely luxuries and 6|vjoymeiits 
which long habit has endeared, and whiosh, bef(»» 
the paper flood, were within th« reaoh of my in*- 
come. It is very, very hafd^— at least I fouAd it> 
BO, and so did my daughters. Befof e this blessed 
scheme to beggar honest independence, ybtmg 
women in the situatim of -my girls eoukt' dreB64i» 
became persons of respectability, fot a sufti of 
money that will not now suffice to putdiase a bon^ 
oet. They could also decline w^aiing uny expra* 



lire ornament .unbecoming their station and fortune, 
withont the fear of being ridiculed or despised by 
their friends. for their oldfashioned notions. 

"But you I supipose have lived in the Avorld, and 
it is quite unnecessary for rae tarefer particularly to 
the fatal extravagance which has been fed and 
pampered by paper money, and is now about to 
starve on the same food. The short and the long 
of the matter is, I was .unwilling to resign my little 
enjoyments, and my daughters could not bear to be • 
left behind in the race of folly by their neighbours 
and rivals, whose fathers had sprung up to be bank 
directors. The consequence was, and I am asha*^ 
med to own it, for I ought to have known better — I 
anticipated my income, and mortgaged my houses 
to make up the difference. Still everybody assu» 
red me I was growing rich by the rise- of my prop-* 
erty, and I forced myself to believe it, to escape 
the sting of anticipated poverty. Nay, sir — I went 
a step beyond this in the mire of folly. A neigh- 
bour of mine, who was a bank director, offered me 
his services to procure a discount, assuring me at 
the same time that I might renew it as long as I 
pleased. This was too great a temptation for a 
genuine son of Adam. I yielded to it, and soon 
consumed the rents of my houses in paying inter- 
est, instead of in going to market. 

" Such is my present situation. Money grows 
scarcer and scarcer every day — my friend, the bank 
director, tells me I must pay my note soon, and I 



caxi't sell my houses for what they would have 
brought me^ ten years ago. Ruin stares me full in 
the face, and it is almost certain that the inheritance 
of my fathers, together with the fruits of my early 
industry, will in a little while go to fatten the kites 
and crows of the paper system. Pity me, my old 
friend" — said he, as he shook me by the hand at 
parting-^" pity an old man, who has been ruined by 
the great plenty of money, and the enormous rise 
of his property/' 
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CORNELIUS TAYKAONTA, ' 

KING OP THE OKEIDAS. 

Most of our readers will probably recollect tJie 
accounts published in some papers of the last year, 
of the magnificent reception given to this illustri- 
ous prince in various foreign countries, particularly 
England and France. The court and the people, it 
is «aid, vied with each other in their attentions to 
himself and suite ; by the former he was received 
as a legitimate brother ; by the latter he was fol*- 
lowed, whenever he appeared in public, with every 
demonstration of respect,— such as throwing up 
of hats, huzzaing, and crying ^^lohgtlive his 
majesty." 

King Cornelius, as I am credibly informed, re- 
beived all these attentions with infinite gravity of 
cduntenatice, aiKl conducted hijnself with singular 
discretion, with the exception of one occasion at 
Paris, when he got tipsy with champaign, which 
he mistook for crabapple cider. Though most 
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particularly noticed by the Istdies, they could make 
nothing of him in the way of gallantry. In Eng- 
land he found fault with their style of face-painting, 
which he maintained was a bad imitation of the 
Indians ; and in France he denounced them for 
BOt wearing moccasins. He presented . a royal 
dutchess with a pair, and was so affronted at her 
riot wearing them at court that he threatened to 
declare war against France, but was pacified with 
a long letter from the French secretary of state, 
containing, as usual, nothing at all tO the purpose. 
It appears he has written several letters in the 
Oneida tongue to his particular friend Red Jacket* 
and one or two to his royal spouse, giving an ac- 
count of various particulars of his journey, and 
containing his views and opinions on various sub- 
jects. Some of these having been sent to a learned 
person of this city, as curiosities in literature, and 
•^i permission having been obtained for that purpose, 
I shall present the reader occasionally with one. 
The translation of the following is, I believe, faith- 
ful; but I feaj the peculiar simplicity of the 
original has not been preserved. It was done by 
a famous writer of this country, who always seems 
to be flourishing a peacock's feather instead of a 
sober gray goose-quill, his style is so conceited 
and gaudy. We* have tried to bring it dowti a 
little, but after all h^v0 succeeded but indifferently. 
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From his sacred majesty Cornelius Ta^haonta^ 
King of the. Oneidas, Tuskaroras, Winneba- 
goesy C(iickasaws^ CJierokees, and MichilimaC" 
kinaSf ^c. 4rc,^* who can do no wrongs to Red * 
JackeL 

. " C0TT8IN1 — ^I am in the great city of which wfe 
|iave heard so much from the English ttrho come 
out of Canada. Since I came here I have had 
my pocket picked twice, and seen the king, my 
brother, who looks as if he lived Well-. No won- 
4er, for they say he spends almost as much as all 
the rest of the nation earns. I was very sick on 
board the ship, and could eat^ nothing but ginger- 
bread. They held a piece of raw pork up before 
me to teo^pt me to eat, but it only made matters 
worf e» I lay in the cabin all the time of soling, 
which was three, wc^ks. I dpnH like going to seii 
much, it is not good for a king> 

" When we ctixie here, I soon found out the dif- 
ference between a king in America and a king in 
this country. You remember the landlord at Utica 
would never trust me for a glass of whiskey ; and 
once ijasolently thrust me out of doors because I 

* I believe King Cornelius has here claimed dominion over 
several nations that never ackno^rledged his authority ; a whinii 
Fsof^Sfe, suggested by the example of his brother monarchs oK 

f3 
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called for liquor without any money to pay for it 
But here it is quite a different affair. My brother, 
the J^ing of this country, can run in debt as much 
^s he likes, and it is high U^ason for any one to 
refuse trusting him. He can go into any tavern, 
^4Ki pall for what he wants without paying for 
it ; neither landlords nor constables dare touch him^ 

" As for me, the moment these loyal people 
heard I was a king, they gathered round the coach 
into which we had jujst got, took off the horses, and 
dragged us to our hotel, • shouting all the way 
* long live the king.' When we arrived at the ho- 
tei I gave them the 'usual fare, as I thought it but 
just they sho^ld get as much as the horses. But 
tb,e driver insisted on being paid too, — so I got 
nothing but honour by the bargain. , Upon my giv- 
ing the people that dragged m'e their fare, they 
raised a great dhout, and threw some brickbats. 
This caused me to retire from further public hon- 
ours, for I did not know but the next thing ought 
be a pistol fired at me, which is the usual demon- 
stration of loyalty whenever their own king ap- 
pears in public, * 

'* A great many people of consequence, and among 
the rest several beautiful women, came to see me ; 
and whenever I smoked my pipe at the window, a 
great crowd always came about. Such is the re- 
spect of this people for a king. After being in 
town about a week, I was told I must go to court 
ffai wait on m^ brother the king, which I thoughl 
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nfthet odd, for it seemed to me he ought to havtf 
paid the first visit. When I eatne to the court, the' 
person who was to present me to my brother king 
told me so many things about how I was to behave 
myself, that I f6rgot every word. When I came 
up the king gave me his hand, which I shook 
very heartily, to shfew I was his good friend and 
brother. Upon this there was a great consterna- 
tion amfong the bystanders, and I afterward found 
I should have kissed it. A foolish ceremony, as I 
thought. 

*' Thinking it ill manners to stand still and say 
Bothing, I thought to make myself acceptable by 
asking my brothfer* the reason why all his women 
appeared so large about the waiifts, and had their 
petticoats' puffed^ out as if the wind Was blowing 
under them. He made me no* reply, which induted 
aae to think him a stupid sort of a king. , Some of 
Aese women were npt bad looking ; but instead 
of painting one side of their faces with lampMack, - 
and the other with brickdust, they mix white and 
red together in the mbst frightful ^ay. This dif- 
ference is' quite unaccountable, as they undoubtedly 
borrowed the custom from us. But badly as they 
painted themselves, I considered it a proof of their 
progress in refinement, although the attempt was ' 
rather rude. They have borrowed another of our 
customs, I find, — that of wearing rings and jewels. 
But what i® in the highest degree preposterous, they 
hang them ia their ear& instead of their noses. The 






only exception to this custom was a portly -mlnf^ 
wlio I understood was a bishop. . He hwl seyeral. 
reddish purple jewels stuck aboul his noae^ whicb 
they called carbuncles. 

" Presently they stood up to dance f but the wo* 
men had a great deal of trottble to. n>anage theii" 
great petticoats f and as for th^ men, oid Mianto* 
nimo, who is crippled with rheumatism, shows more 
activity when inspired by a glass of whiskey. My 
brother the king did noi dance, which induced rao 
to suppose he did not know how, owing to names 
neglect in bringing up< When they had finished 
I conunanded my smte to begin a war<lance, whicb 
caused some ladies to faints and several of the 
courtiers to run out of the room^ The people herey 
1 find, have Very little taste ; but iti Ffance, wherer 
they are great judges, I think we shall be very 
much admired. Finding. 4be court rather dull, i 
took out my pipe^ a^ was going to light it at oner 
of the lamps, when the man who presented me to 
my brother king took*n>e by the arm^ and rather 
unceremoniously, as I thought, attended me to the 
outer door of the wigwam, which is- called the royal 
palace. I conclude I gave some offence by at* 
tempting to snaoke, though as I saw my brother 
take snuff, I thought I had as good a right to light 
my pipe. But I learned several things on my visit j 
and have ever since obliged all my courtiers to kiss 
my hand instead of shaking it,^ as they do those of 
the vulgar people. Moreover, being lately assuxed 



that a lov^reign qiught never to be queBtioned about 
any thing, I mean from this time to treat allimper-* 
tinent inquiries with contempt. I IocAl- upon thi^^ 
as one of the most precious jewels in my diadem^ 
as I heard my brothter. king say once ; it saves a 
great 4eatof trouble, and relieves one«fram the un. 
pleasant necessity of saying something when he 
has nothing to say^r^ 

" But the piece of information 1 h&ve gained herd 
which I look upon as worth all the rest, is, that a 
true legitimate, monarch can do jio wrong. I wish 
I had known this before, as I lost the opportunity 
of doing a great many things that would have been 
very agreeable, but which I let alone for^want of 
Inowing this invaluable . secret. • When I return' 
to my rt>yal castle of Oneida, I shall not fail to let 
my faithful subject^ see what a king ought to be. 
I wish you would let my royal spouse know of 
diis, in order that she may use herself in time tb 
obey me in all things, seeing it is^ written in books 
that a king can do no wrong. Have a school sel: 
upj and whip the chiMren soundly till they undent' 
stand this matter. 

" A day or two after my going to court I was 

earried to a place called the .theatre, where I was 

told I should see John Bull in all his glory. From 

this I concluded it was some such cattle-show as 

the whitfe people have in the neighbourhood of our 

Toyal residence, where they make a great feast, 

drink toasts, and show off their breed of bulls bxA 
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oxen. But I believd fhef only waiiled to irap68^ 
upon my majesty, for I saw ndthing but mfen 
women^ and horses prancing about in a great buftdj 
ing. The men and women made long talks out rf 
hand^ and some of ^ese sung songs, paititularly 
when they yrere in great distress about any thing. 
The horses said nothing, but what was rather odd, 
they were more applauded thaft the men and 
women. But I will give you the paiticularl 

" My friend told me not to be aiarmfed at any 
thing I saw, for it was only a* spectacle, an exhibit 
tion to imitate what happened sometimes in real 
life, and that if they killed one another it was only 
in jest^ Soon after we got into' the plated there 
was a great bustle, the music began to play, artd 
ay brother the king came in and made his bow all 
round, widfOut taking any particular riotic<* of me, 
which I thought rather rode. B^t I suppose he 
wa* a little affronted with 'me for attertVptingf to 
light my pipe in hi^ fine parhnir.- tJpon his com- 
ing in, the people all rose up^ and sung ' God save 
the kingy except myself, who thought this a part 
of the show. Besides, if it had nbt been, I was 
determined to be even with him for ndt making me 
a bow when he came in. Presently there was a 
great cry of * hustle him' — and- a feHow came and 
ordered me to- * get up and sing God save the king, 

and be d d to me.' I told him I was a king 

myself, and not being able to do any wrong if I 
tried ever so hard, I did not find that he had any 



business to ineddle with my sacred person^ Where- 
upon, finding I w$is not to be trifled wlth^ Jjiie let iqb 
alone, and the show continued. 

'' Firs,t, ^caixie another king, on what was called 
the stage— rl do nojtmean a stage-coach — who was 
received with shoujts of applause, from which I in- 
ferred that he was a greater king than my brother, 
who I now beg^n to suspect was npt altogether ler 
gitimate. I pui^t do the stage-king the justice to 
say that he wa;? much better dresspd, Qiuch better 
looking, and conducted himself mu,ch n^re lik^ ^ 
gentleman, than the other. 

'^But the applauses bestowed on these two 
li^ngs were nothing to those the horses received. 
Indeed, these people seem to understand horse-flesh 
better |;han ^ows. There was one horse thai 
never came out witl^QUt great clapping of hands^ 
and his neighing was received with naighty encores. 
Thi^ is a Frenph vvord, signifying * oiuje more,' 
from whence I concluded the English horses unr 
derstpod French, and in this respect were more 
learned than their riders. He seemed quite elated 
with this notice, pranced about a great deal, and at 
last reared up and threw his rider. Upon this he 
was applauded i^ore than ever, while the poor man 
was cheered )vith the sympathy of the whole audi^ 
ence, who groaned very much as he limped off, 
This peopli? must be very goodrnatured. 

'^ After waiting a long while to see the great 
);}east t|iey caQ John Bui) cpni^ out, 9Ja^ finding 



myself growing rather sleepy, I thought I would 
go and pfiy my respects to my brother king, though 
he did not deserve Buch a condescension. So I 
went and knpcked at ihe door of the box pretty 
loudly, to show it was a \risiter of some distinction^ 
The nian that opens the door of the boxes asked 
me rather gruffly what I wanted. I told him I 
came to have a little chat with my brother the 
king. Upon this he thrust me away rudely, which 
nettled me not a little, this reception being so dit 
ferent from wliat my brother would have met with 
had he come to see me at my royal castle of Onei* 
.da. I told him who I was, and that it was utterly 
impossible for me to 4o wrx)ng, but he was such an 
ignorant man that I could not persuade him. Whea 
I came to reflect a little on this matter, it puzzled 
me much to know how these kings, who could 
never be wrong, managed to settle the affair when 
they happened to differ on any ' occasion, seeing 
jhey must both be In the right. On consulting a 
learned person, be^ tells me that the kings don't 
trouble their heads about it, but leave their people 
to find out the truth by cutting each other's throats,"^ 
an infallible way of settUng the controversy. 

"It being • impossible for vae to sit still till the I 
great show was over, I strolled about, and saw' 
several things that puzzled me a gpod deal. In 
some of the boxes the people, especially the 
women, stood up with their backs to the stage, 
l4lking all the while so loud that I could not l^av^ 



heard the tdk of the players, even had I not been 
deafened with the noise of others calling out 
silence. In the upper part of the house I saw 
men and women behaving very indepently, and 
above these were a parcel of roaring people called 
the gods, who asserted their superiority by throw- 
ing down nutshells and orange*peelings upon those 
below. But the oddest sight of all was a number 
of persons fast asleep on the front benches of a 
place called the pit. These I was told were critics, 
who came there on purpose to judge of the merits 
of the piece and the performers. 

"At the end of the first show, my brother the 
king went away. I don't wonder he was tired, for 
the place was duller than even the court, and the 
9how nothing equal to the puppets we saw at Utica 
last year. I sitaid in hopes of seeing the great 
bull called^ John in all his glory, as had been prom- 
ised me. - After the first show theve was £^iother^ 
in which the principal performer was a dog, bul; 
the bull did not make his appearance.. When this 
was done there was a great hissing and clapping of 
hands, ranting, and roaring, for some time. This 
was succeeded by a sham-rbattle, as I thought, till I 
3aw several persons with their heads, really broke. 
I found they were fighting in earnest, for one came 
op to me with a stick, and demanded whether I wasi 
an O. P. or not. I told him I could not tell, but I 
was a king, and could not be on the wrong side^ 

In the meantime a fallow picked my pocket of a 
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silver watch I had of a pedler for haU a guinea* 
So I tame home without my watch, and, after all, 
missed seeing the great beast John Ball in all his 
glory, as I fully expected. 

" Among the other sights they carried nae to see 
was a pl^e called St: Stephen's ch^^pel, where I 
saw another show rather duller than the others. 
I inquired who this St. Stephen was, when a man 
told me he was a great proprietor of Rotten Bor- 
oughs, which I did riot understand, not I, There 
was a good number. of persons got together, as I 
supposed, to act some play, the nature of which I 
could not make out until, the same persoh told me 
the people came there to be bought and sold, so I 
suppose it was some kind of a slave-market. But 
I don't know how they managed the business, for 
I saw no' money paid. The same man tpld me 
that was all done behind the curtain. Several of 
these people talked a great deal, and I often heard 
the word liberty, fircfm which I concluded they 
were trying to persuade their masters not to sell 
them. But the man who had been good enough 
to explain the other matters assured me that they 
sold themselves voluntarily and their masters also. 

" This place, like the playhouse, was very noisy. 
The people who came there to sell themselves 
seemed quite at their ease, sometimes lounging 
about without appearing to take notice of any 
thing, and at others scraping and grinding the 
Band on the floor with their feet, or crying * Hear ! 
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bear f whenever they seemed pleased with what 
was said. There was one man who spoke with 
great fmy, and used a deal of foul ianguaige, which 
a person next me observed was very natural, as he 
came from a Rotten - Borough, Finding' myself 
growing rather tired ai^d drowsy>.l tried to keep 
myself awake, as I saw some* of them do, by 
crying *Hear, hear!' as loud as I could bawl. 
Whereupon a man with a black rod came and 
thrust me out of doors, though I gave him my 
honour I was a king, and could do no wrong. 

'^Having remained here until I had seen every 
thing, and everybody had seen me, I concluded an 
alliance oflfensive and defensive with my broiiier 
the king, in which he promiserfto pay me a guinea 
for every scalp, I now resolved to go over to the 
great kingdom of France, though I did not rruch 
like it, having been assured very solemnly by 
people here, that they eat nothing but frogs in that 
country. When I was about taking my departure, 
several persons, male and female, whom I had 
never "seen before, came ^and begged I would please 
to remember them. This was explained to me by 
their -being servants at the hotel, and that I must 
give them something. One begged me to remem- 
ber the boot-cleaner-?-though I wear nothing but 
moccasins ; another the bed-maker, though I never 
slept in a bed in my life ; while the barber insisted 
upon having shaved me a hundred times, although 
my beard was plucked up by the roots while a boy.^ 
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Bttt for all this I. gave each of them 8<^ething^ 
being told it was a very excellent custom to pay 
both landlord and servants, 

*< Before I cenclude I will give you some of my 
ideas respecting this country) about which ^*5 have 
heard so much. - They assured me, when 1 first 
came here, that the people were the mp§t fre^ and 
happy, and the government the best in ^he world. 
I confess I like the notion that the king can do no 
wrong, and think it a clear prpof of the fre^doni 
of the people. The king has ^ vast deal of money 
given him every year, enough to supply all my 
faithful subjects with guns, powder, shot, blankets, 
and brandy, for twenty years. As he can't do any 
wrong, it is no matter how he spends it. The 
people pay this money voluntarily, because they 
can't help it. This I find is the great source of 
their happiness, I shall not fail, on my return to 
my royal residence at Oneida, to let my faithful 
subjects into this secret of being happy, and intend 
to make myself master of the whole ssystena of 
taxation for their benefit. , 

" They told me the king was the fountain of all 
honour, which I did not at first quite comprehend, 
But seeing afterward that nobody was allowed to 
wear a hat in his presence but himself, I concluded 
that'honour consisted altogether in wearing a hat, 
Another thing I like much is, that nobody is per? 
mitted to speak to the king till he is firdt spoken 
to. The reason of this is, that his n^ajesty mght 
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(Otherwise he puzzled by questions he could tiojt 
.answer, especially if he should be rather dull, as 
may sometimes possibly happen. Should I ever 
return, I am determined t6 commit for high trea- 
son any one of my faixhfiil subjects that asks me a 
single question. But, to tell you the truth, I find 
the trade of a king so much better here than at 
home, that I have' some thoughts of applying to 
the next royal congress' for a small kingdom out 
of the countries laid waste in the late wars. I can 
send over for Hiy t)wn faithful subjects to people' 
it ; and as I shall find no difficulty in proving my 
legitimacy, I don't see how they can help admit- 
ting me a meitiber of the holy alliance. 

" But to return. The people here are certainly, 
according to my ideas, the ^appiest I have ever 
•seen, with the exception of my loyal and beggarly 
subjects, to whose present mpdes of life a vast 
many people of ihis cdtoitry have lately conformed^ 
These pass their time in perfect idleness, and, like 
kings, who live by begging of theix subjects, they 
Accost every one they meet, fear no rebuff, and 
persevere until they get something. They go 
where they will about town', carouse it and get 
tipsy one day, starve the next, sleep in the sun or 
where they like, and enj<?y all the delights s^f idle- 
ness and liberty. They are not encumbered with 
horses, nor lands, nor money^ nor cares ; nor do 
they lead a miserable life of drudgery to heap up 
1¥ealth> They may talk^of republics, where no^ 
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l^ody can lire without labour ; but, for my part, J 

ponsider idlene.i^s and begging as perfect fireedom, 

imd that the country which has the greatest num^ 

ber of paupers i^ that wher,e thq people ^e. most 

happy. 

" This, therefore, is the country for kings thaj 

pan do no wrongs arjd ppopje who wilj. not work. 

Should I fail in my appUcalion ta the congress of 

sovereigns, I shall send, I believe, for my faithful 

subjects to come over here, and, like my brother, 

the King of England, reign over millions of jolly 

t^eggars. 

' :" I, the king 

" Cornelius.'* 



^ yiSlT TO THE HALL IN NOVEMBER, 

» * . 

TpB other day, the desire yfhjch occasionally 
springs up in tha heart to see an o|4/ friend ^iter a 
long absence, prompje^ me to pay a visit -to the 
JJall, where I had not been for isfome time-. On my 
f^iva], I found all the family in low spirits. The 
ipquir^ sat iii-^ii^ pld chair, with his Tegs crossed^ 
^p4 §]ia]^iDg his foot with a peculiar air of impar 
tjpnpe J the .good lady stood at his back, wishing to 
pSej cancelation, but ^eemiog at a lo$s ho)v to gQ 
^bout it ; and the young ladies lingered at separ^^to 
y^rindows, contemplating the cold and gloomy aspect 
pf a November sky, J3yf n the old cat, whiph th^ 
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fiquire h^ whimsically, eailed after a certain rei«^ 
nowned editor of our city, becanse he spits ai 
every btKly that dom6s ne^ him, fo^gdt his usual 
habit of offensive warfare, and sat in the chimney 
comer as duU as his worthy namesake. 

On inquiry, I found this absence 6f the honest 
homely hilarity which usually characterizes my 
cousin's fireside, wa£s ow!ngto rfn alccumulation 6f 
variouil little crosses, tirhich, a'lnotig thoAe liMucky 
people who have nothing particular to nlake themt 
unhappy, answer th6 purpose (t>f more substantial 
•iHictions. 

First of all, Mrs.' Cockloft iVas exeeedingly oiif 
6f humour with a cou'ple of fashionable young' 
ladies, who had come out thai morning, put hei^ 
and her daughters to the trouble of dressing to 
rccJeiTre fh^tn/ staid fiv6 drfnut^s,- and, to cap th^ 
climax, departed with one of those mutilated cour-? 
tesies which the good lady hdds in utter abomina-^ 
tion, reprobating them under the opprobrious epithet 
of " bobbing." Not being particularly versed irt 
the modern method of constructing a fine figure, 
she did not take into coifisMerafion lh6 impossibility 
of her making one of those iriclinaitioni^ of the body, 
so prized in her' yotithfal days ; nor did it probably 
©cc«F to her, that if a young lady were to sink so' 
low now, she '^onld ittost likely never rise again. 

This grievance was in itself quite sufficient tbf 
infect with gloom a whole family, ^hose sympa-* 
thiesy like those of my'Cbusilasy are all coi^neeteti 
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%y one electric wire; But^ in addition to4his, AeM 
was, as I soon discovered^ at this very moment, a 
most serious misfortune hoverpfig over the houc8 
of Cockloft. Tl)is wa9 the impending departure 
of the squire's favourite servant, who had lived with 
him ever since the death of old Caesar, and acquired 
almost unlimited sway over his master, who actu** 
ally fancied he could not exist without him. Kind* 
ness and indulgence had, as usual, almost com* 
pletely spoiled him ;, and havyig been lately very 
much adpdred o^ account of an oration he delivered 
at the anniversary of the Wilberforce JSociely, h« 
aspired to the honours of ofiice,<bei9g put -in re- 
quisition by Jihe Abolition Society for a principal 
post. 

The immediate cause, however; of his giving 
warning now, originated in an old custom of the 
aquire, who never fails, before dressing himself of 
a morning, to inquire particularly which way the 
wind blows, that he may equip himself accordingly, 
having a pair of breeches for every point of the 
compass. The morning of my visit turiied out to 
be. cold, raw, and comfortless, threatening a norths 
eaifet storm, which is particularly abhorred by th©' 
whole house of Cockloft ; and, as I have known it 
frequently happen to people who want a Httle trouble 
to excite their spirits, the whole family became 
particularly solicitous about the clearing up of the 
weather. Not that I mean to insinuate diat one 
pf them had the lea9t intention of going out ; bol 



Hy t^nkm rniuit be littlo acquaanled i^rilb tbb txmh. 
try gentry, if they have fot often seeii a wfaote 
iunily lasted to go abroad hf theineM €iicUm- 
atance of a bad day. 

Be tbia aa it msy, it hi^pened ludnckily that 
Ppinpey had been early in the morning ^laapatched 
10 consult the fish which peifonaa the fiinctioha 
W a weathercock at the top of the Mablea. He 
brought word that thoiwind was at t^ northwest, 
wani thereupon the squire rose with graatalacntji^ 
«q[Q^yping hiinai9lf in strict conformity with iktt 
tafarm^on.* He^wiis eating his breakfast in high 
spirits, and with an eicellnit appetite, when, ha|>- 
psniog to cast hia eyes tOiwaxda Ae stables, he dhr- 
!emewiy to his uttef dismay, that the wiild was as 
dui asrthea^ as it could <blow« * Upon this, his 
sqppetko and wipirits suddeidy faikMl hhn^ He wis 
▼URrted by sOYoral indescribable pains, caught a 
{ppsal ookif. and fairly insaked Pompey- by exdaim- 
ing, " confound the blockhead, I could never teach 
him the points^ of the compass." The orator of 
"* the WSberfoace Society took this exceeding iQ, 
aad thereupon signi#isd his faitenaon of spending 
die remaiader oi his day^ tn«civiiij^fng his African 
fanthien dbroad. The wfme would have cut off 
1m thumb rather than make a single oVierture t6 
Ua ctfknded menid; but he stomped about. the 
homm mAi endeift psnurbatMi, stepping mmf 
«^. amt^llitni aAd ^xckinui^ to himself j ^ cofl^ 
Ibuiid die btockbead,'^^'' die. fellow donH kam 
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hB m well oB,*' and, " wliat will becMe of 
the poor fool when be grows old !" 

This was destined to be one of the nnfaidiy daifi 
to my friend and cousin. Shortly after my aniTal, 
be receiTed -thiee letters from three distant tela- 
tions, begging, as usual, that he wotdd do 9ome^ 
thing for tbemselres or their hopeful offspring. U 
has been before obseTTed,.that, as the head of the 
fionily, and the richest of the name, the squire is 
febked up to by every soul that ean trace the least 
affinity, all. of wh(»si xronfer on hiip the honomUa 
distincticHi of remedying their tnisfortunes, and {»•• 
vjding for their promising sons, who^have too ooaich 
spirit to learn a trade. No old famiiy can boast a 
greater number of cadets thsu that of the C ocklofir. 
Belonging, as they doy^ ta so tespectadt>]e a atackt k 
yfmM be disgracing tl^ blood to be «aay thiiq; but 
gentlemen ; and the consequence, is, that they very 
naturally, in the end, become dependant on soma* 
body orolher. > 

My kinsman, to do him justice, has done a great 
deal for tins class o£ relatives, who, lured by the 
light of his beneTcdedce, come flitting from far and 
near, hke moth to the summer candle in the open 
window. Indeed, I cannot here resist bearing 
testimony, for the bundi^th time, to the kindness 
of his dispo^tion. His nature seems all Sue un* 

without effivt, and such is die daily ssrad of his 
bsneirolende, that I v«nly believe he will lose half 



1^ fewaxd of Us goodaetw, Ib^ neref i&iXuag.^ 
value of the sacrifices he mtkeu to the happwest. 
oS otbMr». ' AlLhis dependams aiqp^oach him with 
the confidence and fraiiknees of afieclioD* The in- 
tiuding neighbotir's dog never miskif away when 
he vnalfai forth intb his fields ; aiwi even the oets^ 
those heartiest intruders into our sooietyy never 
<put the fireside when he approaches, bi:^ piur, and 
rub their brindled backs against him» widiout iq^ 
prehension. 

He has, in pursuance of this geiierous disposi* 
tion, fitted out Wiole colonies of Cocklolts ; and as 
no one that^Cjan hdp it*thinks ot learning a trade at 
present^ his pmie and influence have ofte^ been 
exhausted in enabling the young iq>rigB of the old 
stocks to aoquire4iberal professions, in which they 
had neither genius nor iiMhistry to faaoeme eminaitt 
or iMtpmBlaUe. I have known him give money to 
tiwse,when his family .actually were oUiged togo' 
without ;- and especially recollect the -young ladiesb 
OHirmuiin^ not a littte atr being refused the Uhetty 
of buying a fashionable dress, in conse^ence of 
the squire having givea all hisready cash to fit ool 
a young scapegrace for an adventuxe, from whidi 
he returned about eighteen months after» pretty 
niiich in the plight of the prodigal son. ^ 

It h^pened, that one of the letters I have jusi 

mentioned came from the iiulnlgent mother of a 

spmldd youth the squire had most especially jmXi- 

imneed» he being one of a hundred 9A ktax of the 
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Janiljv 'daistaKd ja haoBOc of 4b& hnd of t|^. 
Ivnuie. > He iiad b%w4miee pul imo bumesM, andl 
afievwaid^ sem mipeisaigo to the indies, • by di# 
sqfoim's mem* The young dependant h»d, oa 
each of thelie occasions, aff(»rded waother and 
apatkes preo^ tfai^ thode who prefer asking &» 
Y9iir»(OTesgEtingto their crarn exsfti<ms^ are gen- 
eadly not only ungsateful to their biene&ctors, but 
akipi caidbse in ihe BHu^g^aaent of the means they 
receive from, their bounty. The squire .more«thail 
OQoe denlaxvd hb bad done with bim for ever ; htA I 
had oeeasion to know, diatin the present instance^' 
after TapanringVa good deal, and ajflfe^ing the in*, 
ettovable patron, he complied .tfaftn^it day inrid^. 
eterj^ thing ^ weak mother' leqoested. 

Who, alas f hathinot tived ta verify the <^«ay^ 
ingi Ihat miafiortuses Bevear con^^single ? They* 
are inaai and wife ; and their progeny, numerous aa- 
those of wandering beggaim, walk in thehr train Inr 
tears and mrsery, stoppling at every door. Setfreaty 
bitd my cousin a Httle fecoveted the pfecedaig 
shocks, when the bofie of iht housfe, the young 
sqmre Jeremy, casane- in to announce the total fait> 
are of his new.ptan far extracting oil £rom pump*^ 
kitt'-seeds. My ccmsin was the more mesttfied U 
the ill success of his experiment, as he had latker 
moautiously boasted in public that he would |>ul 
anend'to the importatioii t>f fcsreign oil in afinr 
yiBats- ^ .. ' ' 

.'But howeirer we may comp}^ of ibrtl«u^ I 
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wffi do im the justice to say^ she in ncn thrajj 
malignimt 4n li^x persecutions.. In the swift revo- 
liUtcms of her evernrestless wl^eel we rise as often 
as we faH, unless, Uke cowards; we lose our, hold 
at the bottom ; or, like fools, become diray iat the 
lop, and tumble headlong. Bxj^nence ;reiii!ed 
this observation on the prei^nt occaaien. At ttdm 
crisis of accumidated mishaps, just as the dock 
struck twelve, ihe tide of fate turned. The wind 
changed to a cheering inrigorating northwester ; 
the sun came put glorious ; and the trickling drops 
from the trees gave.leken that*the empire of frost 
was yielding to his sway. If the. reader, as I hope 
may be the case, has ever seen the sudden clearing 
up of a gloomy >|iftemoaii, and tl^ blessed smile 
of nature .break out amid the sweet music, poeOry, 
and paintipg of the inimitable spring, hei^an form 
«(»ne Uttle idea of the influence produced by this 
sudden change «upon my cousin's fireside. 

The querulous, un^teful heart of man has 
omitted to note and record the truth, ihat if mis- 
fortunes do not usually come^alone, as little ddes 
good fortune. Her blooming train is likewise al<- 
most ever at hw side, and often.if you beckon one, 
the rest will follow hand in band, iir smiling pain. 
Scarcely had the yellow autunm sim broke fortb 
iA^ golden lustre, when there arrived, with his family^ 
to spend the remainder of the day, one of the 
squire's earliest ^nd most valued associates. His 

singular charact^ and various eccentricities have 

la* 
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enuied hln^to be looked upon by my cousin' as <m$ 
of the greatest philoso|Aers of modem times, and 
•uch is my own respect for the woi^y old mttn^ 
that I cannot Msist the inolinatien I feel to make 
the reader better acquainted with him. ^ 
.i WQloughby Worrall is a gentleman whe hpti 
ike good, or ill fortune, to be born rich ^noti^h to 
indulge the waywafdness of dloAe nature, who, I 
kave generally obeer^ed^ plays a v^ast many pranks 
with persons that are not k^t steadily in one nar- 
fow path, by the necessity of pursuing one single 
object. Early iiVlife he became so smitten with 
die descriptions 1^ had reail of the patriairchal state, 
that he was suspected vf haying- married solely 
with a view of reviving if in hisT ewn fewnily . 

It was indeed his decided opinion, that eVery 
lunily, if the memberis of it were only left to 
/die natural diversities of human character, would 
infallibly produce dl the materials necessary to 
eonstitnte a complete body 'politic, totally independ- 
ent of the surroundiiig world for the supply of its 
Wants and the enjojrment of social happiness. 

In orSer to give his theory a fair chance, by al- 
lowing nature her oi?fn way, he settled in the coun- 
tty, and permihed his children to follow the bent 
of thek inclinations without control in the selec- 
lion of their amusements and occupations, particu- 
larly if they happened to show a turn for any 
handicraft business. By this mean^, he hoped in 



good t&ne to' faare ail the- trader necep^^xj to the 
patniarchal alale in his own family. 

In the retired aitaaition he bad choc^n, the plan 
took effect complete^; and aa he had the happi<» 
neas to rear eteven chilcken, the. variety of eharac-^ 
teiv tastes, and occupations in his* family became 
truly wonderful. I ought to have mentioned, &at 
each one was furnished with a Bepantte apartment, 
in which to purstae thd plan^ which nature was 
suppesedfto indicate to their adopticm, and where^ 
independent of participation oroontroli they were 
permitted ta spend thek time a? they pleased. 

The diversity •of tastes and R&lnts, aa mt^ 
Bi^urally be expect^ ^om tliis alrangement^ is al-** 
most infinite. -No two of them have the least aim^ 
ilarity; and even those ;expetien€ed pbysiogno^ 
mists wh0 can see the likeness of the child to ile 
fadwr the moment of its birth, would be pussled 
to discover any family VeseinUance hete. One of 
the daughters is a- confirmed bkie^stocking, and 
most' heartily despises her younger aister, who^ is 
particolarly skilled iii the management of horsesL 
By^ a most sin^lar freak of*natnxe, the second 
daughter takes mightily to sheemaking ;' the fourth 
ia altogether sentimental ; and the fifth ditfooveraan 
imiate propensity to become a confirmed coquette. 
Aa she scarcely ever saw a young mkn*out of th6 
family circle, her father ttikes occasion to observe^ 
rather mischievoasly, that a dispoaition to coquetiy 
Btaat be natural to ^e sex. 
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' Of the 3(m8, tbfe eldest is a manrellous ttimer of 
tops and backgammon-meir, of which he is Tery 
gi^ierous to his acquaintance, {>iurticidairly a young 
lady of the neighbourhood, vrhom he has been woo- 
ing for four or five years with chessmen and ivo^ 
thimbles. The* second associates aboost entirely 
with terriers, and has beccmie almost as eminent as 
the best of them 'in die science of rat-catching. 
The third shows a great turn for natural history^ 
and has a happy knack at taming mice, -and setting 
pismires ^by die ears. He e)ccels in making ac- 
quaintance with spiders, widi several of whom 
he is on the best terms imaginiible ; and lias often 
\mea heard to ])Gtdient,* with grc^t feeling, the prej- 
udice of the world ^pdn^t caterpillars jsndr toads. 

But the eccentridties ^ the youngest son have 
branched out widi the greatest luxuriance. Haying 
some time ago. met with the nov^l of , Guy Man** 
nering he became a conver^to «the scienoe of as^ 
trology, and took to making almanacs, as well as 
calculating nativities , foj every child bom in the 
neighbourhood. 'As *all his calculations were to be 
verified at some distant period, and were quadified 
with '^ If he lives," they have none of them been 
contradicted thus far ; so that his kno^iviedge cl 
celestial influences as yet' stands unimpeached. 
What is still better for his reputati<»i, he has suc- 
ceeded in two strikitt|^instances, — once in predict- 
ing that one of the neighbours would be a mem- 
ber of congress, and a second time,* that a young 



fB^«t ^edH wbto b0lk these oventft ^ame to puwt 
illtibjOu^ JeireB»y Caakloft, 'who^ I beUeTe^ ralher 
Q|i;vie9 kid FQftiiiliilioiiy obaen^ed on the- occasion^ 
" Tb»t th^ci HKM IK> need of consultiiig the stan 
ta difieoyer that a seoood or tl^«^7ate fillagil' 
lawyer hu9]r> meddling, and talkatiice, would be^v 
come a member, .4>f congress, or that a yoimg ladj 
who wore jtig^ 4;onieta ^ would die of consujaip*' 

.- In fsoofptcioity with his system of perfect iitdul* 
geiic09 th^ old gentleman once penostted this young 
diviner to giye a ipreat dinner in honour of tii« 
twelve houses, at a time when the planets wieve itt 
a,.sitii^tion f^^ruoi^larly &vouvahie *to &sti36l6gtcal 
i|U^irilti09^, ^ch of the tweke signs. was vepre*: 
saated by f^ diirii^ He s^kcceeded. pretty well witb 
4^pes» TAnrtts^ i%ces, and Canoed, but was very 
J9imh puniieii with Virgo, on ,«ecount.of tiie diffi* 
i^aJHiy in fijndiltg a dish sufficiently rare. At dtaneV' 
h0 celpulMbed the nativities of his guests, and quite- 
^ShNited a certain multifarmus man of learning by^ 
assuring him, according to the rules of dtrination, 
he Was destined to a most unhappy fate,* that of- 
hmg fbrgotlea boioM imtead of after death, the' 
usual eatastropha of such great persons. ^Hm 
prediction is already cet^i&sd. 

Though Mr. Worrall often laments that the pres- 
1^ lav^ and institutions of aocie^ prerent his ex* 
Qi)casiBg thoea ai^eixtire and legisliitise fonctiona 
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whisk formerly appefUtiied» tl:^liead ol a putri-^ 
archal family, yi^ it is quite amasing to obsenra 
mth what pleasure *he x^oBtem]^4ates the result of 
his system. The various productions of domestic 
ingenmty are exhibit^ to the notice of his visiterSy' 
with a complacency whiph the old gentleman caA«^ 
not disguise. ' In a conspicuous collier of the 
drawing-foom is placed a backgammon-board, the 
dice, boxes,* and men^of whiish are the work of the 
eldest son ; and the father, on great occasions, wears 
a pair of shoes, the triumph of the daughter's in- 
genuity, althoagbit,i5 easy to see, by bis occasional 
wry faces, that they giro great umbrage to his 
gouty toes. • ^ 

But what hS values himself most mp<m is ^e 
asiusing variety his system^has produced in ^ 
fiunily circle. As the members seldom meet ei^ 
cept at meals) as they pursue their oceupattons 
and amusements separately, and as no, two of them 
agree in tastes or opiniims, they have, as'he affirms, 
a number of things to tell when they mee^ as weU 
as a number of subjects pn which to dispute. 
Thus, instead of eating in solemn silence, yawning' 
in each other's faces afterward, or talking about 
their neighbours, as is customary, he says, in'£siii>- 
ilies not so happily constituted, they exercise their 
minds in discussion or narration. , ' ; 

> It is Tory obvious, however, that his syslrai is 
out at the elbows in many places^ Aut^he has one 
H^ftUible way of ezpldning these deficiencies asrajv 
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liy aaenli&g them to the misfcMrtone oi not faamog 
% twelfih child, eonsidenng that Buxttber indispra- 
mkit to^ the pesliBclioii of th^ patrkrchtl- state. It 
i» the number of the months^ of the children of 
Jacob, and, abcvve all, of the signs of the sodiac^ 
for which his respect is greatly increased since the 
fulfilment of the porediction concerning the great 
philosopher. 

The arrival of the pa1|iarch and his family com- 
pleted the returning happiness of the inhabitants 
of Cockloft Hall. The ample stores of the cellar 
' and larder were drawn forth in oldfashioned pro- 
fu«ioii,>nil the restictf the day was spent with that 
hcH:ieat, homespim hilarity, which is no m<»re seen 
•t owt cumbzous jand .costiy enleitainmeiits/wlieiB 
the mind and body are. dually ^nslayed, and notb* 
ing lodes bright but the silTer plate or the conrex 
mkrors; -The squire told the story of Willoug^- 
hifs railing at the prc^ortiim of the human figure^ 
because he could not get en a pair of tight boota ; 
and Willoughby retorted with the anecdote of the 
squire's once chaUehging a beau for turning his part^ 
ner twice -round in a country-dance. Everybody 
laughed at this eiecept Mis. Cockloft, who looked 
rather grave on the occasion. 

But amid all this iiimple, heartfelt gayety, I coidd 
sometimea detect the' squire sighing to himself ^s 
hit eld Mend dilitfed in the fulness" of self-corn* 
f^bo^cy on die haj^piness resulting from iua paitri« 
archal system. He occasimiaQy cast his eye wilb 
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•It e^Miflioa e( peculiar vegnt « Mremy mA 
two dwgfatersy m if lammtrng that tbseir itetiM 
ages, aiul small number for •ever |n«ciiHi«i biiti fimM 
foHonring' the plan of his dd friend^ and enjoyii% 
equal ^Hippinesti in ks consommatkRii; 



Letttr from Cornelius Taykaonta^ King of the 
^Oneidds^ ^c, 4*^., ly/io ea/i do no ivrbng, to Ay^ 
" ' aontakOy Queen t)f the Oneidds. 

" Madam, ; ' 

. « ''I can't help tiiinkii^ jnooir majesty paorticu- 
kvly foartunat^ in being Qu^i^of ^ <3neidfeM m« 
ittead of tlfts couBtry. Had you «haiiced['t& bt thi^ 
y^*oi my. royal 4>rother of England, you taigfat air 
this moment have been an eadle -from home, stroll 
lii^ about the world without any one to take OM 
of you, and expo^sed to i^ll the insults^ an4 incon* 
yaniences which a deserted wife is subject to m 
chrilizedcoantriesi Instead of this forlonrdeftmy, 
yeiu hare the happinosis to live at ease, in the en* 
joyment of all your di^iti<d»s, in the "midst of SEiy 

. fiedthful subjects, with a mi^^ficent 'jointure in to^ 
bacco and whiskey. ¥et fot all this, and in spittf 
of' llie many other parooft of their inferiority, the 
people of this country, you wiH laugh to iiear it^ 
while they follow me and my tmite in cHlwiUi 
whare^ier we go, have the impudence to call tur'bar-' 
b«nan% which signifies 



* ^^Tkij fiad'fiuik frifk ftl! our customs, atfd ir«3 
^0ox modes of living, partiqukffly beeaiise wfaeft 
a man and bis wife can't agree, instead of ii vihg the 
life of a cat a^d dog togellier, we ^ther choose to 
separate. This, they insist i!|K>n it, is a proof of 
barbarity, atthaii|;h here, when a poor woman wants 
lo get away $xub her husband, sh^ is obliged td^ 
aammit 'nomh raonslrous crime to»*get a divorte. 
After ^s they ^ to Istirtogeth^, and if the faniH 
baai4ca£n establisk his own disgrace *and his wife% 
iftfwiy they aae anowed to pan, after paying the 
iiNfyerr. k i«^ no woHdei^ that' their infidelity is se 
ecnimon,seeii^ 'they are driven to it in order t^ 
eaeape froib bad husbands. ' ' 

*^ The situation of women among^the Indians is 
piefeiable' in seyenll other respects. The women 
ti this eounfry ^e not allowed to do ail^ work; 
etEcept necesirily obliges them to it. fe is consid* 
efed a great disgreoe. In consequence of this, 
they don't know how to pass their time at home, 
amd are a]^t to do nothing Hut spend rmon^y and run 
into mischief.. I -have Maid the poor creatures^ 
eaiq>iain a hundred times of the trouble their ser* 
v^nta gave them, and whioh I supj^e th^e is no 
help for, IMS the j are net allovtpsd to wait upon them- 
selves. It is a great^ity this is not remedied, for 
thisn the women would -get rid ^f the tA>uble of 
haviiig servants, who^ thisy affirm,* itre the greafi^st 
l^gues in the wo|rld^and the men, instead of work* 
ag like slaves^ wosld 4a»re time to hunt the Buffalo 
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tmd go to war. Instead i>f tUs, the woId^ tdb 
Mtfaingy and the men. w^k £or tbeniy which is con* 
trary to nature. \ . -- * 

'' You wi)uldr be sniprised, Ayaontakm» to see 
what a rout they make about vmry'mg in dus coun- 
try. They have more trouble to *^t a wife than 
e^en te get rid of her,and sirery pften iall into a 
^fGs% of madneaSf which they call love, before they 
caAgain their point. I have seto some of the men 
who were labouring under this unhappy derange* 
uent commit the most> ridiculous excesses, such 
1^ biting their nail^ knitting their .brows, audi 
gnashing their -teeth with suiprising fury. Others 
lose their appetites, neglect their business, jsuffei^ 
their beaid^to grow, and wander aljuMit Uke spirits 
who bel<^ to > another world. Others take to 
drinking brandy, gaming at cards, cominitting all 
sorts of extravagances, and finally .get shut up is 
jail, where they die in misery. Nay, sometimes^ 
when a woman is very rich, two of thesQ madmen 
wiU^actually fight, bec^se, they agree 90 well in 
wishing to marry her. Not long sin6e a man shot 
his. mistress,. and thei^ himself, put of pure affec- 
tion. This was thought the greatest proof, of hii 
sincerity he could have given, and sevetal of the 
poets wrote elegies on the occasion. Since I came 
to this Country, I have known old men of sixtjr 
and seventy marry young girls of sixteen, for the 
purpose of having an heir tq their estates, and set 
ibemdown as in the last atage of this naalady, uiUil 



I afterwafd feand tliat the experiment had actuaUr 
^cceeded. I Wt help Z^ll thi. p«H«2 
ftom the men's wearing beaids, and the women** 
having nothing todo. 

** Another prepoaterous feUy of these people ia 
their calling sSt their children after die father's 
iuaily name, rad^r than Ihatof the mothei^ as we 
practise with sneh •good reason. That ^s is an 
inttanceof their inferiority, I have the white man's 
proof, who always decries every jsactk^ that does 
not accord with his oVrn. What is also singukur 
enough, it ir only poof people, who have no estates^ 
that hare an affeetien for all their children alike. 
A -rich man, who has a ipreat deal of land, eazee 
nothing 'about .any of his sons faut the. eldest^ to 
whom he gives ft all when lie dies, ^in older that he 
may support the honour of the family, which, it 
seems,' depetids^ entirely on the value of the.ealatQ{ 
The youngs sons they give, a good brining up, 
eabrace them veryalfecticmately, and turn them 
out of deois to see^ dieir fortunes, A soldiefSi 
sailors, lavryers, or priests. They very often turn 
gabMers and tdiaxpets for » living, or sink into a 
-dependance on some great man; but, fer all thte, 
the honour of dm famUy remains safe -enough so * 
loi^ as the estate is undivided. Iwill here ob> 
serve, that these younger brothers seldom or ever 
excite the disease of love- in the ladies. Indeed, 
they seem to .lie under various disqualifications! 
quite beyond my c<HnprebaAaioii, ^ 
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* '' TJie eUteBf d«Kigblac kin liLe mMQiv WlilM( 
it ;s0ema» ta> prefejeesce oves b^r olher 8}fet6r«., Jmi 
I !wirii ta introduce ^» many- of tbeae {xdite fefine? 
ment«i as possible into my kkigdom, I hereby dch 
me^f by my soveKdgft iriU, tfaftt my ^est son Pttp* 
be forljiiiiith procIaimedL pfiiice^ r^nt of .W«Ie^» 
ifapB Oneidas, the ^Senectft, Tusbaropas, Mohegan^ 
SKsquehannafa's, ando^Ksr luduiiown kingdoii^ and 
nituais^faTer whieh my aileeakin ruled fojirty md 
mil tboQsaitd moobs agoit Secondfy, I oomumai 
and decree ^at- be be declared heir apparent of 
my crowns and dignkiee, and solemnly in^eatad 
»ith:»y best «ecQnd.hand blanket and moocastni. 
9%irdly> I ordain aiki dec»e that be bear, the man 
of jney kjngdem^^z., a beanrer sable sfuat upon a 
beaTo:: logent in a pond^ • Fourthly, I solemnly 4e^ 
dree that my eldest daughter Lo^ry&onei^l** be called 
piitieees royal, and exempted hereafter fsom Hg* 
gtag potatoes. .Should yon neglect to obey tbesd 
my sovereign commands, I -shall not ftul of osdmw 
ing a delie^te inTestigaetioii* into your omoAlct^aJlo 
the royal eieample.of my l»rotber.of Snf^bmi. 
' *^ It was formeriy thefashun for the women of thii 
43ountry t» be rery tbin^ * which was the test of a 
fine figure. But niy In'other thir king haying ex«> 

^ssed a pvefereiKx for fieit women, they' aU eel 

• 

* ' ♦ Mitarmnabon, literally Pap. 

t King Cornelius is at his old tricks again, claiming subject* 
'JQSt wheire it salts him, in iihltition of his biotlier Idngt sbioadL , 
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•hoiit feediBgi. in order |o gaia the apjm>batil»ii*of 
his sacred majesty. «They took to eating roast- 
beef and drinluBg beer with all their might, by 
which means they have jaow^ot to be so clumsy, 
that they one and all ride sCbmit in coaches, I sup* 
pose, because they. can't walk. Whether it v^as- 
because her «acre|l majesty- the quejen prefen^ 
thin men or not, I can't say ; but in proportion jel^ 
the women, ^prew fat, the^men gr^w lean, and re- 
i|orted to all sorts' of .tortures to make themselves 
lookj»ickly aiid genteel. They .employed an in^ 
mense number of creatures called tailors,.«who 
being as they jaffirm but the ninth P&urt of' men, 
were selected to upmfm these people. These in- 
Tented yarioas machines for squeezing the soul out 
of the body, by which means, I am credibfy inform-^, 
ed, many ci them are actually destitute of any 
kind of spirit wltatever. Whether this is a fact I 
cannot say, but this I know, •that some of thdr 
waists ^are- not so thick as ypur sacred majesty's 
imkie. .Besides this, the tailors havQ c^itrired 
various expedients to hide aU sorts of deformities, 
aiid so very dexterous are these parts c^ men be- 
come, that they can turn a monkey into a man, or 
a man into a monkey, at pleasure. It is well for 
these poor people that they have sueh dexterous 
jugglera among them; fot such' is the mode in 
which the better sort, as they call themselves, are 
broi^ht up, that it is a great thing to be aUe to 

look like a babooilt <^ laiiei tk&a in iim (Scale of 

brinff consiclfraWy. 
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"I o&ghtto t«ll ycm the people here »eem per* 
tBcAy Betmhle of the i€l^pect due to lAy rankr 
They crowd about^me with fiuzzaings whenever 1 
afypear in the streets, and always make me pay 
(touble price for what T buy, Which I am told is the 
Mgfaesrt hcmbur they can confer on c stranger. 
Vhis proves they have a* just's^se #f what is due 
lb the fiifasler of so msfiy states aiid pdt^^tes, 
who can .muster an army of ninety warriors wftb 
ai big drum, and wh6 is desc^deti from the big 
eaterpillar that^*devpured ^e big leaf upon whieh 
die big beaver of the Potawotamies lay asleep on 
the eh<»res of the big. lake. The women, in par*, 
licular, pay me great* attention, and one of them 
lately^fttade' me a present of a ring. Upon this 1 
made a speech, and compared her to the great fall 
c£ Niagara. . . ^ . * 

<* What ^iH finrther shows the inferiority of thi* 
people, is the contradic^ns I oBserve between 
'iheit words and their afetione, and the cowardice 
jAiey display in not during to tell one astolher theiv 
real opinions before^ theipfaces. They wfll assure 
you that silence and gravity are proofs of wisdc»tt^ 
and that none^but fool's talk'a great deal ; although 
nien make the greatest fortunes, and rise to the 
highest stations, merely by making long speeches. 
•Kien th©y will ^ to a play oA purpose to laugh 
without stopping for a whole evening. They 
affirm, as a proof df our- satage state, that ^ we 
dent cover ourselves ail 4yter with dothes, while at 
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lktfMKe^iD9# il i# r«ie]ci9ned iM JP6i^^ool of. 
pvOiMNKfdiiig ft lady can gi?^ to come m\ pubb^ 
^ (m evening .bftlf cloUied. \ Tbey abuse "^us be* 
cause w« put tknie to deiok wbo j^ave tried t<&,tak« 
H^Kaj our liv^B, w^il^ tb^. hang up^a foor wotaui 
m a.b^y of iyv6lv« years old for stealing 9ot^ 
trifle, as i£ it were not a much greater ofifence to rob 
Uft o{' lifo tkfA of pcop^^« Tliey pretend * to 
daafitAe u« boe^use we Ip^e whiskey, althou^ 
•othihg is more oertain-then that they fiist taught 
us to drink it. They affirm thiit kings can do^no 
wrong, yet they x>ttJ:o4''%he head of one, I am told, 
andaia conlinually abusing my bsother of England, 
as if he neyer did any thing right. 

*' But the mosLpreposterous thing of all is theur 
pretending to find fault with us for speaking what 
we think, and not making believe to love those 
we hate. This they call politeness, esteeming it a 
great proof of good-breeding to pretend to have a 
liking to one that they inean to do all tbe harm 
they can* Were you to see them, you would 
think they lov^d everybody they saw. They bow 
and squeeze hands, and compliment each other, 
and when their backs are turned^ don't scruple to 
say and do the most illnatured things. When I 
find fault with this hypocrisy, they assure me none 
but a savage would tell another to his face that he 
was a rogue, and he hated him.- In short, they 
affirm that speech was given to us to express our 
wants and feelinga^ yet appoar to use it almost en- 
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tirely to lasguisaJbodi. Thtra tkey go on, wilbinil 
ever knowing who their enemies aie, until they SM 
ruined in character or fortune by some p^Son they 
considered their best friend. Nothing is s<y vulgar 
as truth among them, and no crime disgraces them 
half so mnchy it seems, *as a want- of good^breed* 
ing. - 

^ r send you a valuable stiing of ghuss beads kx 
yourself; a dozen copper rings for the* princess 
royal, an^ a curious ratde f<Mr his royai highness 
the prince regefit.^ 

«I, the king, 
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• -' * 

OLD A6B; 

. I K|Yow not why it is that there is always 4K>n(te^ * 
tbipg so touching in the simplicity pf aged pe9ple, 
unless it be that it affoids a convincing proof that 
they have preserved the, purity of their hearts 
through a long course, of trial and tenaptatioh. 
The simphcity of yoyth is notliing bu^ the abswo^ 
of all experience, ^nd the wisdoia of ^e too. often 
partakes of that e6ld, unfeeling, apathy, which is 
probably the natur^ result of .long observatipQ of 
human cKsuracter and human aciions* 

However this very common species e£ wisdom • 
jpay challenge our jrespe^t, i^^ seldom, J Wiev0» 
calls forth those warm jyiet gentle attachments 
which are so often awakeped in the hegurts of young 
people by Xhe cont^mplatipn of a sensible old man, 
who has almost fii^shed his courses without havii^ 
worn away his heart, or bartered the simplicity of 
hoping, beU^ying youth, for the wary apathy ojt 
worldly wisdgm. Inproportion as such characters 
,are rare, is the affection they call forth in .the 
hearts of all who h^ve the harainess to share their 
society. . 
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Wherever we see such a being he in the ceiBtxe 
of a little social circle^ around which reyolye the 
listening, babbling^train, who oejer fail to re(;ogniee 
a friend and companion in these pleasant gray- 
beaids, that share ia.th&ii .hope^ partake of their 
enthusiasm, and join in their innocent recreations* 
without forfeiting ik^ inspect which faiqiliarity is 
so apt to destroy. None but the vulgar, the fooK 

. ish, or the decayed, Will ever abuse these Ifttle • 
<^ndesccnsions ; nor has it ever fallea to niiy lot to 
see the uhion of -goodness and simplicity ridiculed* 
except among those who had lost that nice i^ish 
of human character, which is the combined result 
6t sensibility and purity of heart. 
\ Long ago,*.even before the revolution, I used to 
epend* my summer vacatiohs at the seat of an otd 
gentleman, who h^ the honour of being of his 
majesty's councilnn the then coloriy of New-Jer- 

*sey,,aiid on on^ occasion actually officiated as 
president, on the death or absence of the governor. 
Those who remember thi^ period cannot fail of 
.calling to mind the iitiportance which attached to 
every person who had the honour o^ bearing any 
portion of his*majesty's authority in these provin- 
ces. They were Rooked up to as a kind of nobility, 
aiid I very nmch question whether our respect for 
them at that period did not transcend what we now 
feel for majesty itself. 

He resided at a farm which is still in the pes* 
•essiim of his^descendants, and mixed agritulturei 
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peliliai, Md liieratoe in his daily ocoiipaiicMM; 
At one time he ivpuld b^ found reading libtory^ 
ii^d making extiacts in his commonplaceAook^ 
l^t^cb is still extant; at another he was occuped 
lit writing long letters to tiie gpv^mor on the suW. 
j^Nof the necessity of a church establishment, os 
the m^ueuis of 4}i|ieting^ the troubles which led to 
the revolution; and at another, trimming hisapple- 
U^s» or wsiting bis^ joursal, which is full of rural 
memoranduins, mixed with scraps of history, po^ 
liticid reflections^ and grumblings ft the conduct of 
hii^ nKye^ty's ministers. 

In ,the winter ^venings he was accustomed4o> 
gather die children, Uack and White, about him ai 
th^ fire ;. in summer, under the locust-trees at the 
door. Here he would tell them, oyer and over 
again, the tale of Sinbad th^ Sailor, a]»4 Aladdin 
and his Wonderful Lamp, minglii^ with his narm- 
tton Inflections pf a moral nature, and drawing les- 
sons of practical utility ev^ front the wild crea- 
tions of eastern feuicy. One of^hisiaTOurite rec- 
reations of a .fine ^mnmer evening wjas to collect 
us on a piazza, Mid point* out to our notice tha 
different stars and planets, as they glittered and 
^rkled in the blue vault of heaven. He knew 
them all by heart ; their magaitude, their distances, 
ajad their names. It was one of our evening les- 
sons to point out and distinguish each by ijts pecit^ 
liar aspect ; and I remember the old gentlemam 
often chid m«, be|^|kUa[e J coiild never fairly detect 






-die M6*8tar among the jrest of die be|;venly:&6»ti 
I do'j^t mean to insinuate that he was a {mgan; 
£ut/Ae almost worshipped Jupiter and Mars, and 
ll^ post devoted idolater txf antiquity never adored 
l&e queen of lore and. beauty with niore entbucA* 
asm than- 1 have seen him watth die star of Vems^ 
as it &eld its splendid course athwart the western 
smmnersky. 

Ineverknewaman whecoold mix active and sl^ 
nientary employments sonniaturaUy together, &t whose 
mind could des cendso happily from the affairs of the 
state to those of bis farm. He would return from tibe 
tour of his estate, whiclr be regularly made every 
lur day ; change his dress, wfaieh he always d^ 
before dinner ; ahd then retire to his library, to write 
letters of instruction t6 the secretary of state for 
the colonial departm^ent, Wh<^ by4he*iH%y, in the 
opinito of joiy «kl ' kinsman, would never have* 
lost his vteation if be bad follo:^ed these advices. 
If ever a man was in love with any thing, he was 
with his farm^ but it was not a sordid affection, 
arising fiK>m the profits lie derived -from it, or it» 
qiecific valu^ ^ • 

He loved it as the home and 1^ burial<*place of 
his anchors ; a6 the spot of hiH birth*; the scene of 
bis early pleasuiM; the source of his aged en)oy« 
ments. He had r^;ular stopptng^places, where be 
never fatlf d to halt and adbnire the prospect widi 
an air of iionest, heartfelt complacency, which in* 
cnased. with age. Etery hill bad ita name, as wdl 
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•8 every field, and was celefarated for dome beauty 
or excellence, that made it an object of peculiar 
attention. 

The house is situated in one of the most beau* 
tifiil parts of Jersey, at the foot of a range of high 
hills which form the source of the river Passaick, 
and just at the edge of the valley watered by that 
beautiful stream. To the northwest it is sheltered 
by lofty eminences ; to -the east it opens upon an 
extensive landscape, more charmingly variegated 
with hill and dale, meadow, and harvest-field, and 
waving woodlands, than almost any I ever remem^- 
ber to have seen. To the north the eye is carried 
along the foot of the hills through a smiling valley, ^ 
which is terminated by the white steeple of a vit 
lage church ; and to the south the view is termi<> 
nated by %[ little town, basking among the green 
fields and. woods on the side of the hills. A fine 
grove of old locust-trees protects the house frotn 
^ sun towards the south, along the edge of which 
runs a clear brook, abounding in trout. Almost 
every field is watered by one of these streams, 
descending from the hills, and winding their way 
to the Passaick, which is seen firom the fr<mt of 
the house, at the distance of about a mile, mean- 
dering and glittering among the green woods and 
meadows. 

In this retreat the old gentleman had passed his 
Uk almost without intermission, and having mixed 
iHit iittle with the worid, retained a sort of primeval 
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gioiplicity ci chanuster, which, blended as it was 
with oreat good sense and no inconsiderable de- 
fliee of information, made him an object of respect 
and lore to all wi(hin,the sphere of his influence. 

But a^ his reading had been very much ccmfitied 
to particular books, 'So his knowledge, as well as 
]ii0 prejudices, were of a certain oldfashioned cast, 
that rendered them peculiarly respectable to my 
naind. Clarendon^ Rapin, Echard, and Burnett, 
were his oracles in English history; and RdUa 
and Plutarch in that of the ancients» He dfoliked 
the Presb3rterians» Puritans, Anabaptists, and Cal^ 
yinists ; and if he was ever guilty of an illnaiured 
speech it was generally levelled at some of thesis, 
* in the shape of an anecdote from one or other of 
his favourite historians. The Craftsman, the Gen- 
tleman's Magazine, and the St. .James' Chronicle, 
were among his favourite readings ; and his com- 
monplace-book abounds in unfavourable notices 
of a certain Caleb Danvers, a great champion of 
the whigs in. Engird, somewhere about the year 
seventeen hundred and thirty-five. He maintained 
^ on all occasions the character of the princes of the 
' House of Lancaster against the charges and in- 
sinuations of Rapin; adnured Queen Elizabeth be* 
yond all her sex, and hated Oliver Cromwell more 
cordially, in his way, than any other person that 
ever lived, except Bloody Mary, as he called her. 
Inclining, as he did, to the old tory party of Queen 
AnnBy he had no great respect for eitW Russel; 



Sidney, Hampden, or Pym. He did not deny but 
that they meant well, although their conduct and 
theories, he maintained, were calculated to OTcr- 
throw every established principle of civil goY- 
emment. During the whole progress of the revo- 
lution, he continued to predict that its success would 
only lead to anarchy, division, and bloodshed among 
us. His papers aboimd with ezaoqples drawn from 
Greece and Rome, and of course having no appli- 
cation whatever to our4)cculiar geographical posi- 
tion, and still more peculiar constitution of govern- 
ment. Not one of his predictions has come to pass ; 
but as this is the case with those of an infinite 
number of wise men and philosophers of all ages, 
T don't consider it any impeachment of his sagacity. 
As a member of his majesty's council^ he was 
of course often obliged to attend upon the business 
of the colony, at the seat of government, in the 
then £ur, flourishing, and fashionable town of Am- 
boy ; and his attachment to a church establishment 
caused him to take great interest in ecclesiastical 
affairs. Indeed, no man appears to have known 
better than himself the intimate and inseparable 
connexion between the British civil and ecclesiasti- 
cal polity. But he always turned horn the afiairs 
of the state to those of his rural domain with a 
pleasure proportioned to the length of his absence. 
Here he entered up .his diary, and noted with mi- 
nute ptecision every particular occurrence that had 

taken place while he was away, mingling with 

h2 



tKeie ld» rodectioni on church and sUite, and mW^ 

t« and things ifl««»«[«^- ^ , 

But his mode of life, aswell as the mingled 

sti^ngth and iimplicity of his character, twill best 

aDDear* hy the following extracts from his diary 

and conunoaplace-book, which are given just as I 

£jk1 them recorded in the handwriting of the old 

^entleman. It may be well to m^ition, that he 

lived to see. the revolution happily consummated, 

although, it must be confessed, he never could be 

brought to acknowledge that we had gained any 

thing by it worth the struggle. I believe this might 

be partly owing to his having, just about the com* 

mencement of the troubles, written a long letter to 

a lH*other member of the council, f(»retelling a great 

many crying evils that must inevitably result from 

the acquisition.of independence. Not one <^ these,. 

as I before observed, ever came to pass ; and the 

old gentleman, with all his good-nature, I beheve, 

never heartily forgave the states for the ajBSront thus 

put upon his sagacity. 

That portion of the diary from which the follow* 
ing extracts are made is not so minute as some 
of the preceding ones, my kinsman having now 
become aged, and losing' his relish for vmting in 
a great measure. 

" DIARY. 

^^ December. 23d, 1775. John Utters calls thi«e 
tiniM a week» to make apologies for not paying me < 
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for a steer he bought last fall, and get a drink of 
cider. This day told him, if he would say no more 
about it i would forgive him the debt. 

*^ January 1 5/, 1776. New- Year's day — servants 
all came to wish me the compliments of the sea- 
son — ^Adam a little gay before breakfast, I thought 
— the fellow came near scalding me with the tea- 
pot — my father had him of old Governor Combury, 
who had no objection to a glass himself. 

" February \9th. Change of the moon — I sawed 
off several large limbs from the black walnut-trees 
growing on the left-hand side of the road. They 
bled very much. 

" March ISUh. A great snow-storm to-day — ^the 
snow drifted so as to cover the currant-bushes at 
the north side of the garden. 

" April 2d. A great deal of wet weather. The 
report is, that the comniissioners are on the seas, 
from England, to negotiate a pacification — names 
are, the Duke of Grafton, Lord Howe, Colonel 
Barre, Governor Johnstone, and Captain Barring- 
ton — ^too late now. 

" April 2lst. A cold easterly wind — went part 
of the way to church. on horseback, but returned 
home— not a blossom to be seen. 

*\April 25th. Wind southwest — ^first peacji blos- 
som appears. 

^^ May 2d. Froze in the night — ^blossoms all 

dead except the honeysuckle, which began to swell 

early in March. 
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" June 4M. Birth-day — said nothing about it, but 
had a bottle firom the southeast comer of the store- 
room — the governor*s favourite wine. 

^^July lOih. Just heard of the Declaration of 

Independence, by the Congress. Poor 

men, I am afraid some of theni will swing for it. 
The country people hereabout are burning tar-bar- 
rels — I think they had better mind their business. 

"JwZy 2bih. Make it a rule never to- employ a 
magistrate in recovering your debts who is an 
assemblyncian, or one that has a dependance on the 
people for any office liiat he is fond of. 
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TO MAKB A SACK F08&ST. 



" Take a quart of sweet cream, arid boil it with a 
blade of mace — have in readiness fourteen yolks 
of eggs beaten--N. B. Be particular not to beat 
them against the sun — ^take the cream off the fire 
^-stir them together — then have a pint of sack, 
boiling hot, sweeteired with sugar— fine — ^pour your 
posset therein, stirring it all the while — ^then cover 
it close with a hot dish, and let it stand near the 
fire half an hour, and in that time it will be fit for 
use — ^you must make it either in a silver dish or 
basin. 

^' August Sd. Leaves of the locust-tt^es already 
dropping — ^hay down in the long meadow — quite 
spoiled with the rains. 

" October 26^A. The latter end of this monl!i 
I pruned the lowest English apple-tree, near the 
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large botrrack, and tke flnglish pear*tree next the 
little arbour. 

'^ November \st. Great paaaing of aoldiers — ^I 
was forced to provide something for diem from 
morning till night — ^much fatigued, and many alarms 
of the regulars coming, but no (fertainty. 

*^ March llihy 1777. A beautiful morning, as if 
in the middle of April. Sat a little while in frmt 
of the door ; but the sun shone so hot I was obli« 
ged to go in. 

. *^Aprilith, Froze hard last night. It is reported 
that they are making batteaux, and other such craft, 
at New- York, to be transported to Brunswick, and 
thence by land to the Delaware. 

** April I3th. One of the servants brought in a 
peach-blossom, full blown. The inside bark ' of 
the elder is excellent for curing a sore in hisses. 
Be generous to an Indian, for he will remember 
it. Ingratitude bcflbiigs to people that boast of pol- 
ished manners. 

^* January 4th and 5th, 1778. Moderate weather. 
Just now told that a Bristol short*^ ipe is sold at 
two thirds of a dollar. I gave, myself, fifty-five 
paper dollars a bushel for salt, the day hetoxe 
yesterday. The Empress of Kussia once sent a 
eode of laws to Borland itnd France. Fear--« 
nat the first principle — ^new-bom infants not afraid. 
Fools of rank make a screen of their dignity. 

** April I2th. Warm, hazy weather, and south- 
erly windy with fogs — frogs croaking — ^buds swel- 



ling — I heard a little bird just new, in the Wi^owtf 
along the brook. 

** April l&th. Cold and dry — hear neither frogs 
aor birds to-day. 

*^ S^tember 20th. Moderate weather. A young 
peach-tree, standing at the up{>er end of the rasp- 
berry-bushes, near the mulberry-tree,' close to the 
upper part of the vineyard, I think is a Newing- 
ton. The Count d'Estaigfi with the French fleet 
at Boston, refitting — Lord Howe, with his at the 
Hook. His lordship and Sir William better. both 
go home. 

^* September 28thn Put into Christopher's patch, 
on the west side thereof, four Newington x^ling- 
stones, one yard apart. Much firing heard to-day, 
in the direction o( Amboy. 

"June 1st. Branches of the fruit-trees grown 
a foot this year. I measured the limb of a wal- 
nut-tree, that had grown two feet since last fall. 
Wrought gold sells at New-YoA for five shillings 
a pennyweight. The locust-trees before the door, 
planted in the spring of 1758, about the bigness of 
a man's thumb. The height of thb children was 
measured the 17th March, 174d-^againi the 16th 
February, 1745 ; between these two periods they 
have grown, Kit six inches, and Charity seven and 
a half. 

" April Ath. Signed a letter of license to Con- 
stant King, and promised Joe Hull to wait till next 



Sqitdoab^. He says his harvest w3I, enUe liiiii 
to paji^— don't beliete it. 

**June 7th, Slephen Hedges did not begin wtN[k 
tin one o'clock-— Michael Drum hbs liberty to allow 
Sam Stilwell to sow his fallow-field for two years. 
Kit and Charity sent to a new school. The little 
cart was brought homQ badly mended. 

" September 1st, Mem. — to inquire of Darby 
whether he has any account of Joe Hull. Meas- 
ured the n^ulberry-tree near the wood-pile, almost 
seven feet "from the ground (being on horseback)! 
and found it six and a half inches in circumference. 
The middle of October a good time to gather 
quinces. 

'' January \9th. Memorandums. 

« To plant mazzard at the end of the great walk 
— to take up the dead apple-tree at the comer of 
the garden fence— to plant out peach-trees in the 
several farms — to secure the black-walnuts, grow- 
ing in the lane to Stryker's — to discharge Betsey 
Fielding, or else cause her to marry Zopher Gil- 
dersleeve, and send master jBTz^ out of the way — ^to 
send Connelly about his business when he gets 
well — ^last evenings in watering the molten mare, he 
ran over Mingo, and bruised him so that he is laid 
up. After this, he tumbled off , the mare and put 
out his collar-bone. The fellow says it is the fall- 
mg sickness, but I shall send him about his busi- 
ness — ^Tom Connelly is here meant, not Stephen. 

To teU Burkle that the fore-quarter of veal he sent 
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home wei j^ed scant ten ounces^ They only, who 
have no good qualities of their own, are always 
preaching up the virlues of their ancestors. This 
is just like the ruined apendthrift, boasting of hia 
father's great wealth. 

^* An excellent motto I saw on a sundial at the 
grove, Monio et movio — ^to the best of myTCcollec- 
tion, * I admonish a^ I move.' " 

# 

"sir WILLIAM HOWE. 

" Had Sir William Howe fortified the hills round 
Boston, he could not have been disgracefully driven 
from that place — ^had he pursued his victory at 
Long Island, he had ended the rebellion — ^had he 
landed above the lines at New-York, not a man 
could have escaped him — ^had he fought the Ameri- 
cans at Bronx, he was sure of a victory — had he co- 
operated with the northern army, he had saved it 
— or had he gone to Philadelphia by land, he had 
ruined Mr. Washington and his forces. But as he 
did none of these things, had he gone to the d — ^I 
before he was sent to America, it would have been 
a saving of infamy to himself^ and of indelible dis- 
grace to England." 



^'Rapin says, in 1217, Lincoln was taken by the 
regent Pembroke ; it was abandoned to be plun* 
dered by the soldiers, where they, found an ineali^ 
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mai>le booty^ and therefore called it Lincoln' faif« 
One may guess at the great riches of the cathedral 
which was pillaged^ when Geoffirey de Drapi&gesi 
precentor, complained that he had lost his share^ 
11^000 maarks, A precentor is the chanter who 
be^s the psalm in a cathedral>. The mark was 
anciently valued at thirty shillings sterling. Thin 
was singing to some tune, I think. 

*' Sir Thomas More was a great persecutor of the 
reformed* Cardinal Wolsey was not ; during his 
ministry,, no person was prosecuted for heresy, 
though the clergy wanted to exercise their usual 
seventy, had they been left to take their own course. 
The cardinal carried a high hand over the clergy^ 
as well as laity, which is probably the reason why 
none of the historians have done justice to ^his 
character. He was a great man, who served a 
small master. 

** Tindal was the first who translated the Bible into 
English. Rapin says, that the Bishop of London 
haying notice of it, caused some copies to be seized, 
and publicly burned by the hangman ; but this was 
so far firom injuring the reformation, that it turned 
to its advantage. Many persons, full of indigna- 
tion at this impious act, inferred that the Scriptures 
were contrary to the religion generally professed, 
since the clergy took such care to hinder the Bible 
being read. 

*' Hall, Fo3E, and Bmnett say, that TunstaU, Bishop 
M London, being at Antwerp^ where Tindal waa 



in 15Sd, sent for one Paclungttn, and dMied iim 
lo go imd §ee how many of Tindal'a New TemVk* 
menu he might hate for money. Packington ac*" 
quainted Tindal with what the bishop proposed. 
Tindal was y^ry glad of it, forhe was then desigii^ 
ing a new and more correct edition ; but being 
poor, an<J the fonner impression not being yet sold 
off, he could not go about it* So giring Packing* 
ton all the cc^s that he had cm his hands, the 
bishop paid for them^ and brought them orer, and 
burned them all in Cheapside.^ Next year, when 
the second editicNi was finished, many more were 
brought; over ;^ and Chancellor More inquiring ^wbo 
it wa6 that encoui^aged and supported them at Ant- 
werp, was told that the greatest encouragement 
they had was from the Bishop of London, who 
^ad bought up h)i}f of the old impression. . This 
made all &at heard it laugh heartily ; and some 
said it was diamond 'cut diamond. Tindal Was 
afterward burned in Flanders, crying out at the 
|take, ^ Lord, open the eyes of the King of Eog-* 
land.' 

^' Count Gondemar, the Spanish ambassador t6 
Jamais the First, was one ef die most able, that is, 
cunning negotiators in the world. He directed the 
policy of Jaifnes or all great occasions, and mom 
tilan om^e diverted the resouroes of. England to the 
purpodeft of his master. Witness his bamg pro* 
cmied thb simdittg of Sir Rnbeit Maasel (tee^pin) 
into the Mediterranean to deattroyAhe J^i^erinea, 
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Ivhtoh" accused tbt Spanish coasts and shippings 
and diverted to another use that money and strength 
which should have been employed for the defence 
of the Palatinate. He was a man of sppghtly quali- 
ties, and used pleasantly to relate how, when he 
first came to London, he thought everybody was 
just on the point of riding out of town, by reason 
they all wore boots, so universal was the custom 
at that time. James the First a most despicable 
char^ter. 

. << Denzil Lord HoUis teUs aremarkable story from 
bis own knowledge concerning OHver Cromwell^ 
that shows hi9 was as alrrant a coward as he was 
notoriously perfidious, ambitious, and hypocritical. 
This was his base conduct in keeping out of the 
field at Keinton battle, where he, with his troop of 
horse, came not in; impudently affirming after- 
ward, that he had been seeking the atmy all day, 
though his quarters were at a village near at hand, 
and the firing heard twenty or thirty miles. Oliver 
was a buffoon likewise, as Ludlow relates in his 
memoirs; for on some occasion,' when the council 
of officers had been debating an important affair, 
just as they were separating, Cromwell laid hold 
of a cushion and threw it at Ludlow's head, run- 
ning down stairs immediately thereafter. But 
Ludlow affinns, that hastily catching up the cusli»^ 
ion, he followed to the head of the stairs, and 
throwing it^ after, caul^ Oliver to hasten down 

faster th^ he desired. 

16 
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** ' True happiness is of a retired aatuie, i^nd an 
enemy to pomp and noise. It arises^ in the first 
place, from the enjoyment of one's sel^^ and m thi 
next, from the friendship and conversation of a few 
select companiona. It loves shade and solitude^ 
and naturally haunts groves aiiid fountains, fields 
and meadowsr In short, it feels every thing it 
want& within itself, and receives no 'addition from 
multitudes of witnesses. On the contrary, false 
happiness loves to be in a crowd, and to draw the 
eyes of the world upon her.' — Spectator, vol. i., 
No. 15. Mem. — to give ihis to the girls to read 
whenever they pester me about going to New- 
TorkJ' . H 



Wr have lately been infbnned,. thttt ever since 
last summer, when we bestowed the diadem of 
the dandies upon Tippy Tittipup, the Saturday 
evening club of th^t growing fraternity has been 
exceedingly disturbed by two great factions, the 
ond* consisting of imported dandies, or young 
Americans just from. a trading voyage tcr London 
and Liverpool, headed by Randie Dandier the 
other composed of indigenous dandies, and mar- 
shalled under Tippy the First. At their last meet^ 
ing the quarrel ran so^ high that Tippy^s lacings 
gave up the ^ost, and poor Randie^ in attempting 
to give his head the dignified toss of contempt, v^ 






eeiv^d very serious^ damage from his patent stif- 
fener, the whalebones whereof obtruding them- 
selves under his chin, arrested its descent, and dis- 
lodged diree of his false teeth. It is firmly be- 
lieyed there would certainly have occurred another 
affair of honour Between these valiant muchineife, 
had it not been for some net«rly-a wakened scruples 
on the part of Tippy ^ who has taken an oath against 
fighting, in^ consequence of having lately been 
brevetted. 

Fighting being therefore out of the case, it was 
agreed to refer the decision to our worshipftil 
trio, and accordingly, a few days ago, I received 
the following letters, one of which was handed 
me by the postman, the other by a black man, in a 
gold-laced hat and livery. 

c 

to lattncelot i4an6staff, esq. 

"Sir, 

**! have been* near suffocating ever smce the 
flagrant injustice you did mie, in setting aside my 
claims in favour of Tippy Tittipup, who never 
walked the. sunny ^ide of Bond-street, nor was in- 
vited to an English cattle-show ih all his life. 4 
Being determined not to be answerable for any 
thing I say in this letter, I am not afraid to express 
my opinion, and support my rights in defiance of 
Ae consequences. 

'^ I was bom in old England, sir. I saw the al- 
Ued sovereigns eater Paris with LghI Castlereagh at 
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their head. I have dined errery day for three 
mcmths at Beauvilliers — ^I h^ the honour to be 
caricatured by the French print?>8eUerd — 1 haire lo0t 
my memory^ and I wear a I^ondon coat ii^tead of 
a Watson. lu London I walked every fair day in 
Bond-street, where I was distin^ished by aeveral 
people laughing at me ; and went every night to the 
opera, where I cried bravissimo so }oud, that I ha4 
the honour ta be bissedr seyeral times. I talk 
through my nose, and I came very near being at 
the battle of Waterloo, only I was so long chan« 
ging my dress after the ball at Brussels, that I arn 
lived there three days too late. 

^ In France I learned to call a boy gan^n, an4 
eat 'three doaen pates at a m^ i and in Enprland I 
invented a new language, which, I may say without 
any pariiculai" boasting, rivals the slang of New-p 
gate, Botany Bay, or the Heart of Mid Lothian^ 
In short, I may venture to affirm, that but for my 
assistance, the dandies would never be able to tall^ 
without ideas, ap they do at present, Besides this^ 
I was the first person in England that wore false 
calves, artificial . hips, and bosom friends, to make 
^s look like ladies— i^nd, last of all, the inimitable 
corset, the idea of which I borrowed, of 'an old 
gentleman "whp ^as tioul^led with a ceitag^i iq^ 
frrmity, 

" Last spring I drove over eleven— no, thirteen 
piggies, a couple of old, women — and turned ovep 
%ee tmes, 1^ h$\ tin^» } lum^d tl^e onl^ I^»f 
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I ever paid for ; which accident, I verily believe, 
arose from tbat singular circumstance, as I never 
paid for any thing in my life without its turning 
out a bad bargain. One of my upsettings was in 
consequence of attempting the feat of the cow, 
which entitles a dandy to the presidency of the 
club for three weeks. My^ttempt was utterly de- 
feated, in consequence of the cow taking occasion 
to get up at the mon(Lenl one of the wheels was 
passing oyer her body. Luckily, the ditch by the 
road-side was particularly soft, so that I only stuck 
ia the mud like unto a mandrake, my legs kicking 
in the air with vast energy, until a monster, dressed 
in a shirt and trousers, came and pulled me up by 
the roots. I inte;:ided to reward him bountifully in 
promises, had he not squared the account by laugh-^ 
ing at me like a hobgoblin. The worst of the ac- 
cident was, tha^ 'I^ippy* ^^o pretends to drive 
against me, got the whip hand on this occasion ; 
the story became a standing joke at the club, until 
a law was passed, strictly forbidding the members 
bam laughing at each 6ther„ as the public seems 
inclined to take that trouble off our hands. 

* > * 

" As it is rather gpnteel to be literary, I occa- 
sionally dabble a little in poetry, which I send home 
to be published in La Belle Assei!nblee. I have 
once or twice lately descended to criticism, but 
really, sir, that has grown so vulgarly common, that 
I think of giving it up to the Edinburgh and Quar- _ ^ 

terly. I beg you will excuse my withholding the 

16* 
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signature I uge/ which, boweTeri I decIanD npad 
honour, is not Sedley, as has been mdiciously as* 
serted. The honest truth of the business is, that 
I doii't take so much credit for the actual excel- 
lence of my productions, as for my newly^nvented 
method of composing, which I am told has lately 
been adopted by the most distinguished critics of 
Great Britain. I flatter myself it carries the palm 
from the Granmialical Miiror, the new mode, of 
teaching Tachygraphy and French in less than no 
time, or any other improvement of the kind, since 
the last visit of Captain Gulliver to the Island of 
Laputa. Tou will be pleased to understand, that 
I always dress with exquisite delicacy, and if it 
happens to be one of my wdl-looking days, seat 
myself IJirectly before a fulUen^h mirror, which 
reflects my whole person. As I flatter Qiyself 
vntb being of the- first order of fine fornis, the*coD« 
templation of my figure afibrds me such inexpres* 
Sible satisfaction, that my ideas flow with the great* 
est vivacity, and my vanity being not a little im 
fiated, I soon become sufficiently arrogant, 'Con* 
ceited, and positive for a firstrate reviewer. 

" Being fearful of tiring jour patience, and, like 
certain great lawyers, losing my cause by fatiguing 
the judge, I forbear to give the particulars of my 
new invention for killing time. ' It will be suffi- 
cient to say, that by this mode I was enabled to 
'pass three weeks at Ballsten, aiul might have out- 
lived a month, had not the old ^ fubsy housekeepcfr 



packed iM off from Sans souci for disturbing th« 
poor invalids at night, who eat two chickens, dcc« 
for dinner, and breakfast on beefsteaks when they 
can get them, I now leave my cause in your 
hands, warning you, sir, at the same time, against 
being influenced in your decision by iiational an* 
tipathies or attachments. 

** Yours, ice, 

'< Randib Dandie." 

I confess, the foregoing letter raised ccmsiderable 
doubts whether I had not been rather precipitate 
fai bestowing the diadem of tbe dandies on Tippy 
the First* The following conununication from that 
distinguished youth has, however, fully convinced 
me, that bis claims to that high station axe incon* 
trofvertible. I do therefore, with the advice and 
consent of my« coadjutors, hereby, and by these 
^sents, proclaim the said Tippy Tittipup king 
of all the dandies, not only of New-York, but in the 
United States, and forbid ^y person to question 
his claims, under penalty of being deemed a dis- 
ciple of Thomas .Paine, and an enemy to the holy 
alliance. 

TO ]:.A.UNCELOT IJINC^STAFF, ESQ. 
• «Sl», 

^' It is not out of any selfish regard to my own 
personal interests or individual feelings that I am 
induced to C9me before the public with my private 
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affairs. I flatter myself that my reputation among 
the dandies is too well established to be injured 
by the prepostero\is liyalship^ and unfounded, as 
ivell as ungentlemanly pretensions of Mr. Randie 
Dandie. I beg you not to be alarmed, sir, at this 
free language. You must be fully aware, that 
when once gentlemen have publicly announced their 
scruples against fighting, ^they are perfectly at lib- 
erty to outrage all other rul^? of Christian forbear- 
ance with impunity. Th^re is no necessity, ac- 
cording to the present 2|J>ral code, that a man's 
scruples 4Bhould present his giving an offence, pro- 
vided he»4ias the courage to avoid making any kind 
of atonement. Besides, sir, both myself and. my 
rival are men of established reputation for courage, 
and consequently are perfectly justifiable in dis- 
turbing the peace of this community by public «p- 
peals, couched in language to which none but gen* 
tlemen thus happily exempted from being civil to 
eiich other could descend, withou^ being under the 
necessity of answering for- it. But to return from 
this unprovoked digression. 

*' Being no great fist at a long Jetter, I forbear to 
enter at length upon the nature of the respective 
claims of the pretender and myself, but will . rest 
mine, entirely on the following journal of a day, 
say in the month of September, when the' tovni is 
full of southern belles,^ and every dandy on the 
alert. 



k 



** JOURNAL. 

** Sunday, 10 o^clochy A, M, Partly waked, and 
X think) as far as I recoiled, rung for Cleofas, to 
inquire what day it was — Cleofi^s said Sunday, , -^ 

whereupon, turned ov^r again and slept till bells 
rung for one»-^horrid practice this, of .ringing bells 
r-can*t the people tell when to go to church with- 
out this eternal sounding of brass ? — cogitated 
whether it was worth -while to get up — decided 
merti — con, no — ^slept till dinner — then till tea — ^at 
night, at it again^ N. B. Vulgar to be seen in 
the streets on Sunday — blocks as if you attended 
church. 

" Monday, 9A,M. Waked by a bloody chimney- 
jBweep under window — ^black as a little bob-tailed 
d — ^1 — ^tried to get asleep again-^-dislurbed by ticking 
of watch — rung for Cleofas to take it away, and 
see what time it was — Cleofas fast asleep, or out 
as usual — obliged to look myself;— cursed bore that 
=— made a pun on Cleofis— called him a sad fellow 
r-N, B. Fellow's name is Sad. 

** Monday morning, 1 1 . Wak^d .again by some/ 
thing or other — can*t tell whatr-rtown not fit for 
gentlemen to 8lee{> in— decreed to get up — called 
Cleofas and all hands to lace corsets — clumsy 
barbarisms broke lacings of best pair — ^tried another 
T— broke thatr-^swore ! — couldn't help laughing 
though, to see Don Cleofas tumble one way, and 
fat cookey 'tother, when strings gave wiay-srSfiV 
}»iwi at last— law dpo ! 
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" Half past eleven. Bfeakfiast — couldn't swallow 
: — corsets too tight — tea flew up in naso — Clei»Eas 
grinned — ^popped teacup and all in 'the rascal's phy- 
siognomy — excellent face for a shot — broad as it 
is long — no appetite, took up the papers — mem. — 
Ppmeroy's paste-^watchmen robbed while asleep 
— ^musical prodigies — queen — cheap hais, &c. &;c, 
— sat down to write a comparisqn — Phillips and 
Incledon — mem.'— Son't know yankey doodle from 
a sea-seipent^--all one-^-have some notion 1 thought 
of Uweedle dum and tweedle dee/ — not positive 
though. 

" Twelve, Walked out in dress number thirteen . 
— item, white benjamin, ten capes, skirts sweep the 
streets better than the blackamoors— ^up Broadway 
— ^aerated mead — ^pass on — carbonated mead — one- 
siporous mead — ^mem. — ^to go and consult chymi- 
cal nomenclature, for these bloody hard names — 
looked down all the cross streets-^-concluded Patty 
Pet hadn't taken the field yet — ^meant to call on 
her but forgot it, looking at St. Paul in front of 
ditto church — ^mem. — 'Paul wouldn't cut much of a 
dash at our club — ^went home to ask Cleofas the 
time of day — ^put on dress number one. j 

*^ Two P. M. Set out again, due north — deba- 
ted whether to keep up Broadway again, or go ^ 
down Wall-street to get shaved-^gol through half 
an hour considering about it — ^met Billy Dandelion 
ftn4 Randie, who looked hard at my Watson — ^beat 
bis Lofldoner all to shreds mid patches — ^kept on. 
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made everybody, ei^cirily the ladies, turn out| 
except A disagreeable Dutch market- woman, who 
shouldered her fqX elbow into Billy's whatebone^ 
gallanting him into the gutter-^^Billy's corsets 
burst with rage — obliged to go home in»a carnage 
-•-coiiidB't walk without stay-tape, whalebone, &c. 
— rrest kept on — ^met Patty Pet in her walking 
dress — ^rnem. — white^satio shoes — ^a^ked if we were 
going to see Wallack — famous fellow for fighting 
— dies like a game chicken — costume the very 
thing"^ — dress all in all at Drury and Gov. Gardep — 
proof of the refinement of Johnny's taste. ^ 

" Three, Street Arabia deserta — people dine like 
pigs now-i^-days, when they are hungry — afternoon 
infamously elongated — only three regular meals a 
day — ^no hot slippers — ^lamentation of Johnny Bull 
Bradshaw Fearon thereupon-— sought domicil— ; 
looked into last Port Folio— gave a great yawn/ 
and fell plump into a state of somnium ab obsoletis 
— ride — Miss Rachel Baker--dreamed of pooi 
Joe Dennie. 

" Four. Diiitiet^zrf'amous cookery— «UGh loads 
of every thing f why don't our people practise 
Johnny's secret of converting every thing into a 
luxury, by making the necessaries of life scarce ? 
Poor Johnny Bull Bradshaw FearOn ! no hot sup- 
pers — query — do JBnglishmen come here to eat ? 
Quarterly Review man calls Squire Fearon a fool, 
a Jacobin, and a liar^*-yet concludes by believing 
every thing he says against usr— good^ this i» th4i 
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true otthodox MA — ^managed to swallow a dtoai 
dinner, and drink a bottle — ^hard work though—^ 
whalebone creaked for it*-^went \o sleep like a boa 
constrictoTy after swallowing sn ox — waked by tf 
prodigious' noise — ^thou^tof the powder-^house at 
Brooklyn — ^founditwaseorseia giving way»crwore 
myself into another nap. 

" "jSw?. Opened my eyes upon Don Cleofas's 
mouth, that stood wide bpein like a frost-bitten lip, 
at seeing the dismemberment of my costume — re- 
paiied damages — strolled to the theatre — ^PiBitty 
Pet not there — ^loeated im No. 3-^tumed critic, and 
fell fast asleep7~heaid a great clapping of hands — 
opened the comer of one -eye next my%ose, and 
saw 9<»nething fighting on its back, like a sword* 
fish — ^somebody cried bravo! I cried O! — and 
thought I should likcf to see Tom Cooper once 
more, instead of the swordfish gentleman — spied 
Randie and Dandelion in the third row> and incom 
tinently gathered myself "together to approximate 
forthwith towards their whalebone, machinery, and 
stuflSng— settled to adjourn to Niblo's for a supper 
and rubber— picked up Benedict Tibbies — Tibbies 
just noosed— <;arried him off in triumph. 

** Eleven till four A, M, Whist — supper-r-wfaiat 
— ^Tibbies wanted to go home — quizzed him about 
<;urtain lectm-es and petticoat government — ^put all 
the reckoning on him — ^mem. — ^Niblo got' paid thai 
time— *Nib theught we were quizeing him when 
we caQed for bill^rHAUied <mt a little III for it-^Tilii» 
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Mes bloody frisky — ^puDed over an empty hogshead, 
and uitkennelled a trusty watchman in a state of 
9wnnium ah ebrietate-^diS the. pro. calls it — ^vid* 
Rachel— whacked his club three times on the <;urb« 
stone — surrounded-Kaken prisoners, and carried 
to the marble tower under ground-*-scene, watch'^ 
house — blackguards^ sans corsets* — tried one of 
the benches for a nap — quercus mVen^-^hard as 
secondary rocks — annoyed my whalebone — ^mom^ 
ing — * aurora now fair daughter' — carried before 
his honour, who pretended not to know us, though 
I had been at his parties a hundred times — ^gave it 
to us roundly and soundly, and tried to make iis 
i)Iush — ^wouldn't do — tatch a genuine at that — fined 
tis, and let us oflF — ^went home — on my way, was 
complimented by an old put on my esurly rising !— 
heard afterward Tibbles's wife had got a fever, 
because he stayed out all night ! what a ninny I— 

" Yours, 

" Tippy TiTTiPUP." * 



THE BASHAW OF QYPRUS. 

Who is there that has not heard of Cyprus, that 
island, oncet so celebrated as the abode of the 
goddess of lovft, and the dpot where she was 
worshipped with the putest devotion? Its rick 
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wines, its yellow pomegranates, delicious apricotS'i 
and beautiful women, weie the themes of ancient 
poets ; while its gardens were consecrated to lux- 
urious retirement, and its altars to love. Its 
women, the nK)st beautiful of all the Grecian isles, 
furnished the models of those exquisite forms thai 
still almost live'^nd breathe in the statues, medals, 
and gems of ancient Greece, and all the graces of 
Circassia were outdone, by these , once celebrated 
islanders. 

Its climate, thou^ warfn, was tempered b/cooi 
shades and mountain breezes, sweeping over flow- 
ery fields, .that^ like those of Sicily and Rhodes, 
perfumed the air to such an* extent, that the- mari- 
ner was wont to scent his approach to land before 
he could distinguish it with his eye from the mast- 
head. The remain's of its ruined cities still excite 
the wonder of the traveller, as he wanders among 
tombs whose soroi of massy rock are now emptied 
of their ancient tenants, and used as cisterns by 
their posterity, yet still bear those inscriptions, so 
remarkably contrasted . in brevity and simplicity 
with the pompous rho^omontade of modem epi- 
taphs. In other places he stumbles among Iwoken 
pillars, anciently belofiging . to tpmples^ which^ 
though devoted to the worship of pagAii gods, yety 
fronj their grandeur and antiquity, excite a feeling 
.of ^we and reverence worthy a purer divinity. 
Everywhere there remain traces of that magnifi- 
.«<;eHce, and those jCeur-fEmied beauties of art and na* . 
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tUTe, which rendered this renowned isle the favour- 
ite theme -of ancient song. 

But the baleful crescent has shed its mah'gnant 
beams upon the early abode, of the muses, the 
graces, and the goddess of beauty. The haughty, 
indolent^ and avaricious Turk now lords it over 
the gardens and temples once consecrated to poetry 
and pleasure ; the temples are desolate, and the 
gardens become * the Kiding-place of degenerate 
slaves, who seek in their shades a refuge from the 
eyes of an inflexible tjrrant, to whom the possession 
of wealth is a crime, and the omission to com- 
ply with his exactions the signal of torture and 
deatlh. Oppression has turned the once flowery 
and fruitful earth into a steril desert, where the 
traveller noT^er finds a tree by the road-side, under 
which to shelter himself from the heat of the sun, 
and the camel kneds down td rest himself in the 
dust, that' almost scorches him to the bone. Nay, 
the very air has^ become infected with pestilence : 
the ruined aqtteducts and cisterns, that once fur- 
nished the means of health and enjoyment, are 
now filled with stagnant waters^, that send forth a 
white vapour, a malaria,^ which to inhale is almost 
certain death to the stranger. The harbours have 
be<?ome shallow pools of brackish water, that 
occasion exhalations equally fatal ; and it is only 
in the valleys among the mountains that the air is 
pure. The plague, too, is often brought thither 

fiofu Smyrna, or Cairp, or Constantinople, and 

I 2 
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sometiihes occasions the most dreadful ravages. 
Whole districts have been known td be ei^izttly de« 
populated ; the land remained without lawful heirs, 
and the people came from a distance to take pos- 
session without asking leave, or being molested in 
their occupation*. Such is Cyprus, and «uch the 
contrast between its present depression and an- 
cient renown. 

Nicotia is its capital. It is situated in the in-r 
terior of the island, near the base of a mountain, 
and at the extremity of one of those beautiful 
plains, near, or on which, almost all the cities of 
Greece and Asia Minor were built. The remains 
of its fortifications, which are still mounted ^^ih a 
few pieces of cannon, attest its former strength ; 
and the wide moat that surrounds the walls is now 
an unwholesome fen. It is the residence of a Turk«» 
ish bashaw, who is always the person who can .pay 
the highest price for the office. He hokls his phce 
only for a year, and his sole business is to make as 
much money out of it as possible. * 

Abimt some sixty yo^s ago, Sidi Ha]y adyiinis^ 
tered the government of the island. He was 
called Sidi because he hsA made a pilgrimage to 
the tomb of the prophet, and this distiiwtion he 
considered as entitling him to the privilege of ex<r 
torting an extraordinary quantity of money from 
the people whom. he governed. Besides, be had 
paid eighty purses of gold to the grand vizief 
lor bis office, and had a right to expect remtmera* 
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ti%i. "Haly was a man of Mngul^f gravity, a 
lover of wine, a great reader of the Koran, and a 
firm believer in the prophet and destiny. It must 
be confessed, howeveri that he applied his doc- 
trine of destiny to the affairs of other people rather 
than his own. If a peasant apologized for not 
paying . his taxes, on account of the plague or the 
failure of his crops, Haly pronounced the word 
"destiny," .and ordered the bastinado. ' At the 
same time, he took every precaution to evade his 
own fate, and kept out of the way of the plague, 
while he forbade othei;s to stir a foot. 

One day his principal dragoman, who wore six 
embroidered handkerchiefs, surmounted by a piece 
of red crape for a turban, came into the presence,, 
dragging an old peasant by the beard with one 
hand, and with the other pushing forward a young 
woman, his daughter. The peasant was dressed 
in the costume of the ancient inhabitants of the 
isle ; and though his raiment was rfeither Persian 
silk nor embroidered muslin, there was something 
in his appearance out of the commoiL way. It 
seemed he claimed his descent from ApoUp^ius, 
a famous disciple of Hippocrates, who settled in 
the isle a long time ago, as may be well imagined. 
But Haly, who was the son o{ an old .pedler, that 
made his fortune by making and selling ancient 
coins of the Troade to learned trayelletrs, ^id not 
care a bezant for a pedigree derived from Mahomet 

himself. 
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His d&ugWr was of a figure Ivfge^ thou§^ woft* 
proportioned. Her featttres possessed that perfect 
regularity, which gives such an expression of sober 
and commanding dignity, to the models of Gr^ce, 
and communicates to fhe spectator the idea of 
wisdom and virtue combined. Her hair had been 
carefully braided and wound round her head ; but 
the violence of the dragoman had given it an air 
of wild discomposure, that in some measure con* 
trasted with the reposing majesty of her. counte-* 
nance and features. Her garment was a robe of 
fine v^^hite linen, veiling her, whole figure, andfal- 
hng to the ground in long graceful folds. 

There was something in her face, figui^, dress^ 
and demeanour, that mawie Haly's dignity shake in 
the wind a little. He felt rather insignificant, and 
although very anxious to conduct himself with the 
dignified insolence beseeming bis high rank, felt it 
utterly impossible. Finding" this the case, he re- 
sorted to a method of rallying his importance, often 
practised by great persons^ and always with suc- 
cessi Heiietermined ta astonish the girl with hii 
magnificence, and reinstate his declining insolence 
by eating and drinking* He clapped his hands^ 
and straight a swarm of attendants came in, splen- 
didly attired, and bearing gildjed goblets filled with 
lemonade and sherbet, which they presented with 
{Sixteen different genuflections. Haly drank his 
goblet with infinite dignity; but the pejisant and 
hi& daughter stood as erect as before. Haly clap- 
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Mb hands again. The highpriest of the Der- 
vises came in, and prostrated himself nine times 
before the mighty governor, touching his h'ps, 
crossing his hands, and ticUing his ears with his 
fingers. After which, he brushed the dust from 
his koees, and went about his business. Haly 
looked round ; but the old peasant and the young 
girl "Still stood unmoved. Haly clapped his han3s 
a third time, when a fresh party of slaves entered, 
bearing long pipes of jasmine-wood, with amber 
bowls ; and these were followed in a little while 
by a vast crowd of others, in long white vests, and 
turbans of the same colour, who brought an infinite 
variety of dresses, magnificently embroidered, in 
which they equipped Haly by turns, while he ad- 
mired himself like a peacock. The peasant and 
his daughter remained immoved, the former with 
his arms crossed, the latter with her eyes steadily 
bent on vacancy. Haly stamped his foot in a rage. 
Upon this, more slaves came in, bringing coffee in 
cups of 3o]id gold, while others kneeled down be- 
fore him, holding burning odours under his nose. 
These were succeeded by another party, who, after 
prostrating themselves, as it were to ask pardon 
for the liberty they were about to take, spattered 
his face with rose-water, till the tears ran out of 
his august eyes. " Mashallah," quoth Haly, " I 
tliinkthis will do their business." On vnping his 
eyes, however, he found the old peasant and his 
daughter standing exactly as before, and apparently 
nnitc nncori scions of his prospnce. 
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His excellency, Governor Haly, bpgan to wax 
wajm and thirsty with rage. He ordered his wine 
and his physician ; fp9 it ought to be premised, 
that he had a dispensation for* drinking wine on 
account of its being necessary to hfs health. The 
physician, who was a little fat man, with a bald 
pate, always stood by Haly, feeling his pulse, and 
prescribing a bumper whenever it became neces- 
sary to his health, while the governor amused him- 
self by rubbing the glossy bald pate of the doctor 
with the palm of his hand, which seemed to tickle 
him wonderfully. Having elevated himself to the 
proper feeling of dignity, Haly Hghted his pipe 
of jasmine and amber, ordered his attendants to 
seat him, with his legs across, upon an ottoman of 
green silk, embroidered with silver stars and cres- 
cents ; and puffing forth a huge volume of smoke, 
began to intei:rogate the dragoman as to the crime 
of these incorrigible offenders, who obstinately 
refused to be astonished at any thing he could 
exhibit. 

The dragoman prostrated himself, and took a 
mouthful of dust ; after which, he addressed Haly 
as follows : — " Most illustrious Sidi Haly, governor 
of governors, sole proprietor of this island and its 
rascally peasantry — ^lord of purses, and bashaw 
of — ^^ " Stop," said Governor Haly, " begin thai 
again — you have left out the best part of my dig- 
nities." The dragoman began again — "Most il- 
lustrious Sidi Haly, governor of governors, sole 
proprietor of this island and its rascally peasantry,. 
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Joird of purses^ prince of pickpockets, and masfer 
of the bald-pated doctor — ^ ** Ah, that is right,'^ 
quoth Governor Haly ; " but notwithstanding, I 
shall Ofder you the bastinado for having said it 
wrong first, and right afterward.'* So he ordered 
him a baker^s dozen, after which the dragoman * 
politely thariked bins, and proceeded :— • 

" Most Slustrious Sidi Haly, govemor> of — *• 
''Never mind the rest of my titles," interrupted 
his master, " go on." — *^ The other day," continued 
the dragoman, " as your slave was going hig rounds 
in the neighbourhood of the city, he detected the 
son of this old nian in the very act of eating a 
pomegranate, before your highness had received 
your share of the produce of his garden, which, as 
your highness knows, amounts to two parts out of 
four." — " Dog," exclaimed Sidi Haly— -and "dog," 
echoed the kighpriest of the Dervises, who just 
came in, and wiio claimed 'one half of what re-» 
mained. " Bring the culprit before me," said Haly, 
ifi a great passion, " where, is the dog ?" 

** Dead,'' said the old peasant, raising his eyes 
to heaven. *' Dead," echoed Sidi Haly, " ah, that 
is lucky for him ; but I shall not fail to punish yoa * 
the nftore severely." The dragoman then pro* 
ceeded to inform the governor that he had, in pur- 
suance of the law, which was nothing more than 
Us win, proceeded to demand the usual fine fet 
eating a pomegranate Before his highness and the 
most reverend highpriest of the Dervises had 
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ceived their share. Ajs this was a flagrant case, 
he demanded a hundred piasters, which tb^ rebell- 
ious peasant had resolutely declii^ed paying. 

**Dog," said Sidi'Haly,. turning to the peasant, 
and twisting his mustaches, as he was accustomed 
to do when in a great passion ; '* dog ! how dared 
you refuse paying the hundred piasters ?" — " I had 
them not to pay," answered the peasant* " How !" 
rejoined Sidi Haly, " what business had you to be 
without a hundred piasters ?" — " The drought had 
destroyed the fruits of my garden." — "'Destiny, 
But what became of the produce of your fields ?" 
— ** The locusts had settled upon them, and eaten 
every spear of grain and grass." — " Destiny again ; 
but why did you not strive to borrow the money ? 
you must be a person of infamous character, no( 
to be able to get credit for a hundred piteisters."-«^ 
" I seiit m^ son to Famagosta, to ask payment of 
a sum of money which a merchs^it there owed me ; 
but — " here the voice of the -old peasant falj;ered, 
" he fell ill of the plague, which broke out about 
that time, and dying by the roadrside on his return 
home, was plundered of the money intended fop 
' your highness.** — " Destiny,** exclaimed Sidi Haly; 
<* but dog, why did you not offer your daughter to 
sale in the market place ? she is beatitifiil, and may. 
one day be honoured with a place in the harem of 
the grand signior himself." — " I have neither wife, 
nor son, nor daughter left, save her alone ; and 
what virx)uld become of a feeble old m$tn Ijke m^ 



without some affectionate hand td hiinister to my 
infinnities---I cannot part with her." 

"Dog," answered the governo?:, stamping hi« 
loot at the old man's unreasonable obstinacy, '' not 
part with her ? By Mahomet, but you shall, and 
that without further ceremony ! 'Tis your destiny^ 
spid you ikust; submit ; for even I, though master 
of this isle, and representative of the grand sigidor^ 
can't resist destiny. You will forthwith be taken 
to a dungeon^ in order to teach you not to let your 
son eat pomegranates before I have, had my share, 
and the most reverend highpriest of the Dervises 
h satisfied* But as "it may be a comfort ta you to 
know that your daughter is well taken care of, I 
hereby inform you, I mean to make her one of my 
fourscore and ten wives." ^ 

: Diuihg this decision, the agitation of the un- 
fortunate pair .bec?ime extreme. The fathfer cov- 
ered his sunken eyes with his shrivelled hands^ 
wbila the wMte unsullied linea that covered the 
bosom of his daughter rose and fell like the foam- 
kig waves of a troubled sea. She wrung her hands, 
while her streStming eyes, now. turned upoai her 
ijErther, now on Haly, and then on heaven, poured 
forth torrents ci tears. Sidi Haly ansiyered th^ 
»ilent appeal. . " Ah, you are right, 'tis your destiny, 
and there is no- getting clear of that^ Be silent^ 
and obey."^ — " She cannot speak," said the old 
peasant, in a tone of bitter despondency. " Not 
fpeak !" ezckimed Sidi Haty^ " not speak ! I must 



1 



MA BAUIAOVNOI. 

certainly take her into my harem, a dunib wife will 
be invaluable. But is she wilfully or naturally 
dumb ?" — " Your highness ordered her tongpe to* 
be cut out, for beseeching yoa not to send her two 
younger brothers to the wars- in Egypt^ where they 
both perished."—" Ah," said Haly, " she iS an olrf 
offender, I find^ as well as yourself. Away with 
ifaem, one to the dungeon, the other to the harem* 
It will be too great a happiness for this thing U> 
be permitted the honour of administering to the 
pleasures of a bashaw of three tails." Sidi Haly 
was a short V thick man, with a dafk-'olive complex** 
icm, and humpback, who wore a turban of eigfaf 
cashmere shawls, and could tie his mustaches under 
his chin; It was natural, therefore, that he should 
think himself irresislibla. 

The parting scene, when the officers seized die 
two prisoners to convey them from each other, was 
enough to soften a rock. The old peasant wept^ 
entreated, and prayed the governor to accept of his 
little farm as the ransom of himself and child* 
The daughter ccmld not speak, but her eyes were 
eloquent ; and when she threw herself at Haly's 
feet, and clasped his knees, and bowed her head 
to the dust, even the highpriest of the Dervises 
felt a sensation, which he had some idea was allied 
to pity. But Sidi Haly thought it rather ridiculour 
that an old man, who was half deaf, should make 
such ado at parting with a young girl who had lost 
her- tongue. ** You will not miss her society," siud 
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lie, tau|itingly, to the father. . ** Not miss her !" burst 
forth the old peasant, " Bot miss her ! O, Sidi Haly, 
ibough she could not speak, I was at no Ipss io 
understand her. I could hot mistake her regret* 
when I went forth, her joy at my reti»m. When 
sh? wept in my sickness, and smiled when I grew 
well, I knew what she meant ; and when she came 
and kissed my cheek, or hung about my neck, or ' 
watched my countenance, to see whether I was ^ 
troubled-^-words could not have so displayed her 
aflectionate. tenderness. By the prophet you serve 
— ^by his tomb you have visited — by the pceeepts 
of justi()e he enjoined his disciples to practise ever- 
more, I beseech thee, SidiMIaly, not to divide a 
father from his only remaining child." — " Say no 
more," Replied Haly, "'tis destiny, and there is 
an end of it ; take them away." — " Destiny P ex- 
claimed the old peasant, in hopeless desperation ; 
** it is the will of woftWess man. God never des- 
tined the pocpr to be the victims of petty tyrants."—^ 
" Treason 1" cried Haly. " Impiety !" exclaimed the 
higfapriest of the Dervises. • ** To death with him," 
cried they both together. «The old man was drag- 
ged away by force, and the daughter carried life- 
less to the harem. After delivering this righteous 
judgment, Sidi Haly retired'to take his afternoon 
nap, accompanidd by a young slave, whose duty 
}% was to keep the ffies away, and whose right ear 
the govemcHT had cut off with his own hand, for 
permitting a large blue-bdttle to tickle his nose 

while h^ was dozing. 
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Not long afterward, the grand vizier, hearing 
that Sidi Haly had amassed two hundred thousand 
piasters, sent him the bowstring. It is not my 
desttny to be choked yet," quoth H«ly ; and gath- 
eriiig together all \m tfeasutes, fled Ifo Rhodes. 
While waiting a , passage to Egypt he was over-* 
taken by two janizaries, sent in pursuit of hinr, 
who seized his piasters, asid ordered hiim to put 
forth his neck/ ** Destiny !•" exclaimed Sidi Haly, 
and submitted to his fate like a Roman. 

The bashai^ who succeeded him in the govenu 
ment of Cyprus, according to immemorial custom, 
reversed every thing bis predecessor had done, and 
adopted a dififerent system entirely, except that he 
considered it the prkicipal business of his office V6 
get a» much money out of the pe'opJe as possible^ 
The oM peasant and his^ daughter were sought 
for, the one in the prison^ the* other in the palace^ 
The d«ad body of the former was found corrupted 
in a comer of the dungeon, and the daughtier had 
b^en magnificently interred about a month before, 
in a tomb' cut out of the solid irock, in the side of 
a neighbouring mountain, exclusively appropriated 
to the bashaw^s wpmen. The neif^ governor wag 
told this one afternoon, as he sat smoking und^ 
an orange-tree in his^ garden ; and observed, widi 
great gravity, " Thatit Was seldomin the way of man 
to atone for his own injustice or that of his fellows. 
It is alwtiys in our povrer to do evil ; to remedy it 
rs often beyond the reach of all but Allah himself.'' 
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FROii MY ELBOW CHAIR. 

Teers is, perhaps, nothing in which the. well^n 
educated and fashionable of the pojrthem and south--, 
em sections of thia union differ ngipre, than in the 
preference of the one for a city, the other for a 
country ]ife. The inhabitants. of the country tQ 
Uie north are, for the i^ost part, pjiiain farmers, who. 
cultivate lis earth with their ovn hands ; j^nd who, 
though they undoubtedly constitute a most valuable 
portion of the nation, are more calculated to re* 
cerve than give an impulse to great schemes of 
national policy. Occasionally, indeed, a man of 
talents and liberal education retires to the Go^ntrjr. 
to the pursuits of agricultpre ; but such an example 
i^ quit/e raj^e, and the number is not sufficient to 
give character or colouring to the mass of the 
population. But to ihe south, itjs different. There 
a vast portion of ihe people of wealth and eduea^ 
tion reside in the country, giving a tone to every 
part of it, and taking from the cities, almost, en-i 
tirely the gontrol of publip sentiment a&d publifl 
piW8)ire«, > 
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To this marked diffetence, in all probability, m^y 
be traced, in a great measure, those striking diver- 
sities of character and manners, which the niost 
superficial observer may have noticed among these 
two orders of people in the north and the south. 
It would be an undertaking neither void of curios- 
ity or interest to develop these varieties^ trace 
them to their true sources, and deduce the final 
consequences that will probably result firom the 
collision of interests and feeliligs arising from this 
difference of situation and circumstances. Such 
an undertaking would afford sec^e for a varietjr of 
interestiiig and original speculation, and lead proba* 
bly to' a just conclusion fis to the final predominance 
of one or Other of theai^two great classes of the 
inhabitants of these United States. It is, however, 
not only beyond our present limits, but would also 
require an' extent and sagiachy of observation to 
which we have no pretensions: 

We will take, hovirevep, this opportunity to ob- 
serve, that men thus l^rought up and resident in 
the country, like the oak of the primeval forest, 
are more likely to expand into greater strength 
and luxuriance than in crowded cities. They will 
also, we should imagine, acquiire and cherish higher 
notions of personal freedom than if they were 
brought up in great cities, where the liberty of the 
citizen, from the necessity of the case, is restrained 
iu various ways ; &id where boys cannot let off a 
Chinese cracker, or fly a kite, without bemg sub* 



J6ct to a penalty. In this ;nannei> ihby grow up 
in the haCbit of submitting to innumerable httle re* 
straints on their personal freedom, that certainly 
prepare the way for still greater when they arrive 
^t a state of manhood, 

Still, however, the inhabitants of cities possess 
advantages of frequent intercourse, which, by giving 
them a habit of keen sagacity, and initiating them 
into a practical acquaintance with the springs of 
human actions and passiqns, generally lead to a 
superiority ov^r the more h^rdy, vigorous, and 
Qfiginal cultivators of the fi^ld^. In {addition to 
this, the proximity in which they live occasions a 
facility in dra^^ing their strength ai^i talent to a 
focus, of communipatiQg any sudden impulse to 
the whole community, and giving one pommoq 
object to energies that, in the country, are scattered 
beyond the reach of sudden combination. Henca 
it has generally be§n observed, that most modem 
i^ations h^ve received the impulses, adopted the 
opinions, and followed the lead of their great cities, 
not only in relation to their external, but internal 
policy. If the United States offer an exception, it 
is, in all probability, owing to the weight and in-a 
fluepce of a great class of well-educated country 
gentlemen, who possess both leisure and sagacity 
tp study and comprehend the nature of their inter- 
ests, and the means of protecting them. 

But our object in this paper is not to inquire into 

the relative strength and advantages of the country 
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aod tile city, ncr into their relatire happiness. It 
is probable there is no great difference on tlie whole ' 
in the latter, except where the inhabitants are not 
josAf proportioned in the distribution, and . the 
cities become too populous for the country. That 
such, however, is the case at present, may at least 
be suspected, from the very great number of people 
out of employ in the former, and the consequent 
multiplication of beggars. These are strong indica* 
tions tfaat4h^ people are not well distributed, because 
there are scarcely any'beggars in the country. 

The truth seems to haVe been, that the creation 
<^ a vast number of paper banks in the cities and 
towns, attracted almost all the idle, speculative, 
and adventurous spirit^ from the surrounding coun* 
try,' to batten on the loans they could obtain with 
such mischievous facility; and the consequence 
jiras, that the towns and cities swelled into a pre- 
mature and unsubstantial semblance of growth and 
prosperity. The airy foundatioti pn which this 
apparent prosperity was built being now withdrawn, 
all those who owed their support to-it'are of neces- 
sity left to subsist by other means proportionably 
diminished. They will be obliged, many of them, 
again to return to the country, to the enjoyments 
or the sufferings of rural life. 

Necessity will thus drive them lb the refuge, 
which L have often wondered is not mOre gener- 
ally sought from choice. Considering the beauty 
of our landscapes, the plenty and richuess of our 
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liuids, their endless diversitiee oj* Mil, cliAmte^ wd 
productions, the noble streams tbat course them in 
every direction, and their almost entire freedom 
from taxation, one cannot help acknowledging^ that 
in no part of the world are there held out greater 
inducements to a country' life. It possesses at- 
ibractions for th^ agriculturist, in the fulness with 
which it repays his labour ; for the spottsman, in 
the plenty of game with i^hich it abounds ; and 
for the lover of scientific research, in a new, im* 
explored region of natural psoductions. It cannot 
therefore but be a subject not only of sifirprisei bttt 
regret, that so few of our' well-educated young men 
in the north should Be tempted to settle in. the 
country. 

This surprise is increased by hearingmany of 
them complaining o£ the tedious dulness, the list* 
less vacuity of a city life, and seeing them com- 
pelled to resort to habits of dissipation and extrar* 
agance, merely to pass the time away. Others 
adopt expedients to escape the pressure of time, 
that are perhaps only repi^hensible as interfering 
with useful and manly pursuits ; and others, whe 
have weak or indulgent parents, are suffered td 
lounge away a yotlith of uselessness devoid of en* 
joyment. They are' often driven to run in debti 
merely to get through a morning ; and I am con* 
vinced very frequently go to the expense of anew 
suit of clothes, only for the sake of the temponunf 
excitement they afford, while the novelty of 
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lasU. The numey thus wasted in a fe^ 
ye^f&f without briMlgipg with it any lasting or even' 
temporary advantage, would serve to give thein in- 
depeQjdence in a country lifOf 

SmX tbe^e .is yet another class of fine young meQ„ 
dkeipkUned by education, polished by social inter-^ 
comrse, and fpuxre^l on by the desire, as well as the 
hope pf iiidependence; who deserve a bettejr fat^ 
Ihan .to be put to the study of a liberal profession^ 
tbat^ after ^U their exertions,, yields them hardly s^ 
»CAOty subsistence. Already overstocked, this pro- 
fession now ahne^.fox(:ies a youiig man, even of 
the greatest merit and most ]io;iour^ble principles, 
to a^^ciate and commune with the very, worst of 
his species ; to dive into the polluted sources of. 
^n^uption and. turpitude, and to task perhaps a no- 
Ue mind, and nobl^ genius, for expedients to baf&e 
justice, and return a^in to prey upon society, a 
hiBing unworthy its proteption* Thus they con- 
sumie year^ of mlQchie^eous drudgery, while the 
hopes of their youth are blasted, feefore chance or 
fetie affoj^ds an xjpeping fo^r the light of better for- ^ 
mne.. God forbid we should be suspected of an 
intenticm to wound the feelings of a mosf ^erito^ 
rious class of yQung vf^eiiy thus, sacrificed to the 
{^tailing ambition for ^ liberal profession. We 
4re pnly expressing our regret, that th^y were 
QOt encouraged to turn their attention to the whole- 
fome independence of a country farmer. In such 
4^i situatipui without suhiuitti^ig to any degrading 
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condescensions, ihcy would soon rise to respecta- 
bility and consequence, while thdge who were left 
behind would be equally benefited hf the absence 
of so many competitors. 

A country life seems particularly calculated for 
a young man of liberal education and liberal pur«* 
suits, who would wish to settle hiifiself in the '^ 
world. To such a one, the intervals of leisure are 
pleasantly and usefully fitted up by reading, or 

'observation of those little phenomena of nature 
which his acquaintance with science enables him 
properly to appreciate and admire. Every thing 
he see9 will afford his mind an easy, yet intierest* 
ing e^cercise. The streams, the woods, the war<» 
bling birds, the mysterious process of vegetation, 
all animal and vegetable life,* combine to' awaken, 
in a cultivated mind* and* refined tas^e, a thousand 

^ little wonders, surprises, and pleasures, that keep it 
in a state of agreedble excitement, which bids de« 
fiance to listlessness or vacuity^ - But -to those who 
can neither labour, or thhik, or nead: — whose habits 
are equally at war with 'employment or -^ttbctiai^ 
the coun^ is: the situation of all others perhaps the 
most dangerous, since the want of employment, 
either of body or mind, too generally drives them 
to the indulgence ef habits of low dissipation and in* 
temperance^, equally fatal to thei^ health and morals. 
In one of my late excursions, I happened to h% 
detained, by a long storm, at a hotel in^a4itlle vil- 
lage where I had ]put up the evemiig beftxcr. U 



chanced to be in^^h^ neigbbonrhood of ^ young 
firiend of mifn^y who had married and retired into 
the country some y^ars beforf^, to thjs infimte astonr 
ishment of his gay companions, qaany qf whom are 
atill hanging. about the town> £^ burdea^ to them- 
selves, and inpapable of enjayiQg the pleasures an4 
amusements of a Ufe they J>avp worn quite thread-, 
hare. By 9ome aqcidept he hearfi of ,my being 
at the ti^n, a|l4» nptwith^tanding the ^torm, came 
down in hi« country carnage to carry me hpn^e r 
with him. I accepted his hospitalities^ fornn truth 
I was tired of being copped up at the inn without 
sppiety ; and if 1 h^pi no], be^n, there was some- 
thing m the* manner of jny young frien4 that was 
quite sufficient to win my easy consent. 

His hou60 and estabUshmeut, though neither of 
them approaching to magnilicenc^, partook of an 
air of competency, Thef e was np{hing abou| thepa 
that aspired to style, but still enough to satisfy pnp 
that its owner wanted nothing ; or if he did, thaf 
he was able to procure it. In short, the whole was 
^ch as is within the reaph of moat of our young 
gentlemen, wha sp^pd a great deal ipore in a few 
years in the. city thai^ would su^c^ to place them 
in a state of independence,. weie they to pursue a 
country life. 

Th^ actuation, of the house was charming to my 
eye. I hope my readers^ will excuse me for at- 
tempting to describe it, if npt for their pleasure, at 
Ifi^tt ifx; n^^ 014 5s J amj I luxuriate in the 
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jiddst of nature's chaims; "I wotdd not exchange 
the privilege and opportunity of frequently contem** 
plating a beautiful landscape", foi^ the possession of 
one of Clatidfe Lortain'ft best pictures ; nor give 
tip a ramble through some delightful scenes thjit T 
have frecjuetited from my youth upwards, for thtf 
delights and fatigued of the grand tour. Sud/ 
being the case, I never suffer a charming landscape 
to Blip through my fingers, althotigh perfectly con-' 
■scious that in attempting to describe it, I* rather ad-» 
ministef to my ov^rn gratification by recalling sei^-* 
sations that are |yast, than ptesen^ «ny de&iitef 
picture to the contemplation of my readers. 

The house was plafced near the extremity of st 
long neck or point, which jutted far into the broad 
river, and cfnabled the spectator tocomttrand an eX'' 
tensive view both tip and dov^n the streantf. A 
nutnbet of fine tf ees, of nature'* production, were? 
scattered about Singly and in clumps, with that pic-» 
turesque absence of aft arrangemeftt, which Aiakeii^ 
ftattu*e so* much more enchanting than art, and af» 
forded a thousand iiatural^ unaffected viistas, through 
which the Water and Hhe land appeared in -rnflfnite 
tarifttieii of fbrnfl and aspect. Un<ierneath 'thes6f 
old trees were the' valiouB outhouses ; and her0 
the sheep and cattle lay in luxurious indolenceit 
parting away the noontide beat, ^hile the farm- 
yard poultry mixed with them in that peaceful a*^ 
i^ociatioA, which' is ^ ifidicative of the characteif 
Jbf a country life. At tK« rdbt of ain old dhk vm^ 
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a clear a&d plenteosa springs the water? o{ W&ich 
supplied the hotiae, and ran through the atone dairy, 
whose coolness and cleanliness were equally ad- 
mirable. To the south, the view on one side of 
ihe river presented a succession of lofty banks, in 
•OQie places rocky and precipitous, in others par* 
ceUed into fields, to the very suminit^ the enclo. 
aures of which could be distinguished a distance 
of many miles. On the other side, the river swel* 
led into a magnificent curv^ which gave an oppor- « 
tunity of displaying the country completely, as far 
aa the eye cot&kl reach.. Here the shore was« al 
first somewhat rugg^ and mountainous, but grad* 
uaQy tapered away into a charming picturesque 
eouatry, gently rising from the rivei^'is bank, €uui 
swelling into inequalities of every forni and hue. 
Towards the north, the eye, after passing over a 
number of wooded points jutting out into t^ river, 
with Httle coves between them, at length rested 
npon the blue and distant peaks of the lofty. hi^h«> 
lands* Westward, across the river, at a consider-, 
able distance, was a i^ange .of mountains, which 
bounded the view in this direction, whose tops, wh^u 
gilded with the setting sun, and capped with 
glouds of infinite form§ and ever changing hue, 
paresented a scene of heavenly splendour. 
. Here my friend passed bis time in useful and 
wholesome es^ployment, cultivating his lands, a^d 
improviidg both bia mind and Jiis heart, by the con^ 
ten^lation of nature, and the practice of the. dop^estic 
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virtues. His days were passed in attending tti 
his niral kingdom, oyer which he was sole legisk*' 
tor — in the pleasant indulgence of a literary taste^ 
and in the enjoyment of the endearments of his ht-^ 
tie family. There was^ in truths an air of sprightly 
happiness in eyery thing around. Scarcely aii 
hour passed that the vessels were not seen gliding 
close by the point, giving an appearance of life and 
action to the scene, and their white sails appeared 
through ahnost every opening of the trees* I often 
counted sixty in sight at one time< . 

But the evening and the night was the season 
of luxury ; the one was so cheerful, yet so quiet^ 
the other so delightfully cool. The air, passing 
over the salt water gn either hand, acquired a re-< 
fleshing coolness, that was still increased by hoar^ 
ing the waves dashing against the shores on aH 
sides, and communicating to the imagination the 
same feeUng which the senses reaUzed^ In the 
morning, every one awaked refreshed and invigo* 
rated, and the first^object that attracted my view 
through the window was the distant mountaini 
clothed with its. nightcap- of mist, or shining in the 
warm' beams of a glorions sun^ 

But I have not yet mentioned my young friend's 
greatest treasures, reserving them fof the last — hi« 
wife and children* The fornix was a great belle 
in her day, and, what is somewhat remarkable, watf 
not spoiled by admiration and pleasure. She fOB* 
ie»sed good sense, which sooner or later, I believe^ 
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always retrieves the effects of early temptation and* 
indulgence. Hence it happens, Uiat we often see * 
those Teiy persons whose habits and education 
have least led us to expect it, become the best of 
wives, or the most exemplary of husbands. Per- 
haps the best -secunty against expensive follies, is 
that of having become satiated in their indulgence. 
Such persons, have experienced what a life of 
pleasure can bestow, and there is little danger ia 
presenting- a picture to the imagination, which the 
senses have already realized. I would not advise 
either a man or a woman to select a <belle,.or a 
gay town-bred gentlen^an,. as a companion for life 
in the country, l]iut still it is quite certain their 
chance of happiness would not be altogether des- 
perate, as the example of my young friend demon- 
strates* 

A number of little embellishments^ that cost 
nothing, about the house^* indicate ihat she still prer 
serves a. portion of that refinement and taste for 
whieh. she. was once so* distinguished, while her 
own manners, and especially those of her children, 
give evidence that she has not thought it less w<Mrth 
her while to be wellbred in the country, than in 
town.. She has the ar^ of attending to her- house- 
hold affairs without disturbing her company, o> 
robbing ker husband of her society, at those mo* 
ments of leisure when a man wishes to see around 
him those he most loves. That she used some- 
times to visit her kitchen I am fiiUy assured, l^ 



I neyer could find out when, during all the time of 
my visits which was prolonged several days. The 
three children are aiways clean ; and the youngeat^ 
though not quite a year old, has already the air of 
a gentleman. They are neither trained to astonish 
visiters by asking or answering premature ques- 
tions, nor is there any thing remarkable -about 
i^em, other than an air of simple gentility, joined t# 
a habit of noiseless gayely, peculiarly agreeable 
to an old bachelor like myself, who delights in 
company, 'without being able to endure noise. But 
the youngest is my favourite. He seldom or ever 
laughs ; but when pleased, will drop one of the cor- 
ners of his mouth, and ^nnle" with an expression half 
gay, half -^melancholy, that is peculiaiiy interefirting. 
The mother denies it, but I can-perceive sheloves 
this little fellow a little better than the rest, for evej 
;stinc6 she observed my liking to him, I have re*, 
ceived several additional proofs of her attention. 
In going away, I complimented my friend on the 
mode of life he had chosen, and asked him to tell 
me -sincerely whether he did not sometimes, at 
least in winter, long 'for the pleag^rea -of the town. 
He answered me with a clear eve and unembar-' 
rassed couittenance — ^* It vfould be foUy, my dear 
old friend, for me to say that there are not draw- 
backs on my happiness, which none know but 
those in mv situation. But I' am so satisfied with 
my lot, I would not exchange it Cor any other; anck 
fio far from feeling the cold i^eason irksome, or 
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longing for the pl0asure8 of a winter in town, J 
then, more than ever^ enjoy the delights of do-> 
mestic haj^ness, when they are all <:onceiiitrate4 
iffpund a happy firp^ide/* ^ 



Jjetter from Cornelius Taykaonta^ King of the 
OneidaSf ^c, ^c^^ who can do no wrongs to Red 
Jacket, . 



♦'Cousin, ^ . . 

♦' I ^d this country of. France in some things 
more to my liking than England, and I can vni 
iderstand their language better, having been some 
lime prisoner in Canada,- The women workin the 
$^ids here, a custom I suppose they learned fron^ 
us Indians, Some of theip wear cocjced hats. On 
pur first coming ashore, the people stared at me } 
but as soon as they heard I was a king, they 
9houted vive le Roi, which I took, very kindly, 
Others Routed vive FEmpereur, and not being able 
to agree about my rank, they were going together 
by tb^ ears, but were prevented by the soldiers. 
who pricked some with bayonets, and knocked 
odiers down, Finally, the vive le Roi party pre<* 
Tailed. 

'*Just then a very polite man came up, and 
making six bows, each (me lower than the other, 
invited m^ (o cppi^ ^d ^ta^ ^X his ^ouse^ being 



Tery desirous of the honour of a Tisit from no 
and my suite. I accepted his offer, and we had an 
excellent dinner. What I particularly noticed was, 
that he gave us not a single frog, nor hare I seen 
one eaten since I came here, whence I conclude 
the English are great liars. I must not forget to 
tell you that this is the country of brandy, and 
that I saw a vast many great cas^s rolling about 
the streets, as if they were qvute drunk. For my 
part, I wonder the people don't all take to drinki'^g 
it. But, on the contrary, they seem to care li. Je 
about this liquor, preferring 'v^in^, which in my 
opinion shows a great want of taste. 

" After being her* sdme days, not wishing to 
trespass on the hospitality o£ my good friend who 
had invited me to stay with him, I was going away; 
one morning early with very little ceremony, as is 
our custom, when he handed me a bill, and with sii 
very low bow, exclaimed vive le Roi. I wad a 
little mortified to find, on this being explained, that 
he expected me to pay him for his hospitality, and 
had charged me three tim^9 as much as conmion 
persons, to show his respect for royalty. On 
my telling him I would wUlingly dispense with 
this proof of his attachment, he 'Shook his head, 
bowed lower than before, aiid cried out vive le Roi 
three times, as loud as he could bawl. As the pay- 
ment of this bill would have nearly emptied the 
royal treasury, I thought I would try whether the 

king could do no wrong in: France as well as in 
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Bfigldfid, and wte going to get into tbe carriage 
Aat was waitifig for me. Upon this an officer step- 
ped up, and making a low bow, cried out vive le Roi, 
After which, he told me I must pay the bill or go to 
prison. It was in vain I insisted thai the king could 
do no wrong, and that I was their king's brother. I 
was forced to pay tbe disloyal knave, to prevent worse 
consequences. I am determined to take royal 
vengeance for this' insult, and have sent orders to 
my oldest son, hiift royal faighneds the prince re- 
gent of all the Oneidas, to hang up Obed Peabody, 
who keeps a tavern kt the* cros»-roads, near my 
royal castle, as" an example to*all others. I hi&ve 
also issued a decree, directing his royal highness to 
Xftze Peabody's house to the ground, and not leave 
one log upon another, by which means I shall not 
only complete my vengeance, but also liquidate an 
old score chalked lip behind his door against me 
since two years past. This is in strict conformity 
wiSi the practice of nfiy royal and legitimate brother 
kings in this civilized portion of the globe. 

** Being, in consequence of this infamous disloy* 
alty and treason, left with an empty treasury, I 
called upon my committee of ways and means, and 
propounded to them this difficulty in my depart- 
ment o^ finance. They accordingly reported a 
bill recommending me to turn my dignity to ac* 
count, by exhibiting myself publicly to these bar* 
barians, as their own monarcbs were accustomed 
to do at the theatres, before they ^w afraid t# 



renture out at night. I was rather loath to ]ovfet 
my dignity by thus making myself, as it were, ait 
elei^am or a catamount; but on- second thoughts, 
it struck me there was little difference between 
showing myself off for money, and making the peo« 
pie pay the expenses of my exhibition, like my 
brother and cousin kings in Europe. 

" Public notice being given, we accordingly ap- 
peared at the theatre, before a vast crowd of peo- 
ple, who received us with a great deal more ap* 
plause than was bestowed on nly brother of Eng- 
land when he exhibited himself at London, as I 
mentioned in a former lettes, I wals dressed in 
grand costume, and carried on my back all the 
presents I had received frotn the various sovereigns' 
and people of distinctioir during .my travels. I 
wore a superb chints morning gown, which I tried 
to get trimmed with fur in London, but my brother 
the King of England* had bought it all up for his 
coronation, and would not spare me an inch, though 
I offered to pay him a good advance for a small 
quantity. Over this, I had- a red military coat, 
trimmed with copper lace, which I bought of an 
officer of my brother the King of England's guards, 
for ten beaver-skins. Besides these, I had six tin 
bracelets on each arm, three copper rings in piy 
Bose, and a dozen in each of my ears. About my 
ankles I wore tin bands, and on my feet a pair of 
moccasins embroidered with porcupine quills, over 
Tdiich was fastened a pair of sn^w-shoes, with 
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gik spurs behind. I was much at a loss for my 
crown, globe, and sceptre, but I made the leg of a 
gilt chair answer for ^ seeptre, I hired a glass globe 
of an apothecary, and instead of a crown, I woce 
the skin of a buffalo's head with the bonis on. 
They offered me the regalia of the playhouse, but 
I was determined not to demean myself by wear- 
ing any of their frippery. I put every thing I had 
upon me, in imitation of my brother kings here, 
who, whenever they come out for a show, almost 
smother themselves with finery. 

" When the curtain, dreyir <up and discoveied me 
sitting on my throne^ iii the midst of my courtiers, 
who were also dressed in their best blankets, the 
shouts of vive le Roi were incredible. Such in- 
deed were the enthusiastic bursts of loyalty with 
which I was greeted, that it was observed, there 
was no instance within the last hundred years of 
a monarch being received in this country with such 
demonstration^ of attachment. Being rather elated 
at this reception, I unluckily overturned my globe, 
which broke .into pieces, and lost my crown in 
stooping to remedy this misfortune, which is an- 
other instance of the danger of being too much ela- 
ted with prosperity. The moment my globe was 
{smashed to pieces, the apothecary demanded pay- 
ment as loud as he could bawl. Having no money 
left, and having often heard of paying debts with a 
song, I got up and, gave them the war-dance and 
fiong of the Oneidas, upon which they decreed the 
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ftpoChecaxy sbpuld be satisfied. So well pleased 
were they with our performance, that a great num** 
ber of oranges were sent to us from the nipper part 
of .the theatre, where the principal persons sit. 
Indeed, the iounense crowd that came to pay their 
rcspect/s to me was so well satisfied, that my share 
of .their contributions came to a good sum of mo^ 
ney. I proposed a few days afterward to gratify 
this loyal people again witih the sight of nie, but 
my ofifer was declined^ I have since had good 
reason tp believe there was an apprehension that 
l^y brotber, King Louis, was a little jealous of my 
reception, - and rather suspected me of designs 
against his crown/ Indeed, I find that thrones 
are almost as easily overturned in^ this part of the 
world as empty bottles, and kings upset like nine- 
pins. It is for this reason they are so cowardly, 
that they think every gun they hear is fired at 
them, and are continually finding out plots of old 
men and women, who manufacture pikes and bat- 
tle-axes to overturn their puissant and happy king^ 
doms. 

" After receiving th^se proofs of respect and loy» 
alty I set put for the .great city of Paris, to pay a 
visit to ii)y cousin the king. He is an old man, 
remarkably fond of capons, and so feeble that they 
say he could not sit on^ his throne, unless he was 
held up by his priest on one side and his prime 
minister on the cther.^ I called to see him, and 
met wi^h a g6od reception, only he never asked m^ 

*3 
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to Stay and eat capons with him, which I thought 
xmther mean* As all courts are alike, and all equally 
dull, I shall not trouble you with a description of 
this. 

"This is a pleasant place, much more so than 
London, full of pretty sights and.. pretty women. 
They don't go iron-shod like the English horses 
and women, which I like. . But neither do they 
wear moccasins, which I don't, like. One of the 
first places they took me to see was the grand 
national opera, a place for music and dancing. 
Their music I could not ju^ge of, on accoi^t of, 
the noise of fiddles and what not. I was much dir 
verted with a person standing up at one end of the 
oi^chestra, who seemed to be a sort of commander- 
in-chief of the fiddlers. He did nothing but flourish 
a roll of paper furiously, ordering his people about 
like militia men at a training. Whenever the fiddlers 
made a great noise, the people cried out bravo, 
which made the comn^ander look round with much 
dignity, as if he had gained a great victory. Their 
dancing, I dare say, is fine, but some of the women 
dancers made me quite ashamed. I was told this 
was because I was not yet civilized, so I shut my 
^yes and said no more about it. \ 

" I should like this place, and England too, much 
better, if it was not for .the trouble I have with the 
wise men, who are continually coming to instruct 
pie in every thing. One comes to teach me reli- 
^oiiy another hw, an4 a third the art of civil goy*- 
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^nfiroent; which last, as far as I can see, consists 
in governing by military force. I have had divers 
arguments with these people respecting the com-* 
parative excellence of their customs, opinions^ and 
government and ours, the substance of which I 
will now give you, to show what foolish people 
these wise men are. * 

'^ Soon after I came here, a little fat man in petti-' 
coats, they call my brother the king's confessor, 
came to convert me, I told him I had been con- 
verted twice already, which wasrquite often enough 
for a king who could do no vmrong. As* he seemed 
to doubt the truth of this", I produced my Bible. 
Upon this he fell into a passion, and wanted* to take 
it away frdm me, because it was a dangerous book, 
that would lead me astray. But I would not let 
him have it, telling him the English bishop, who 
converted me the last time, had given it me as a 
good b<A)k. He told me the English bishops were 
no bishops, because they were not chosen by the 
pope; and that their religion was worse than pagan- 
ism. I asked him who this pope was;, about whom 
I heard so much in -Canada, and so little to his 
credit in England. Upon this the little' fat man 
began a long discourse that lasted two hours, of 
which I did not comprehend one word. It was in 
vaiii for me to attempt answering it| dierefbre, and 
he looked about him as though he had gained a 
great victory. He boasts of having conTerted me, 
by this niode of silencing att objections with argu- 
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menfcs which nobody eap comprehend. I recollecf / 
howeveis one. of his arguments, that I understood 
well enough. When I complained of the cruelty 
of the while m^i who first came to contert the 
Indians, he very gravely assured me that Heaven 
had permitted the destruction of so many hundred 
thousand Indians, in order that the souls of the few 
remaining ones might be saved;- one single soul 
being worth all the lives ia the world. Finally^ he 
went away in a great passion, on my telling l)tm 
that in England, where I was lately, they ahirirys 
put the pope and the d — ^1 together, as if they eon-^ 
sidered them old friends and associa/les* 

'^ Scarcely had he gone away, when a great phi* 
losopher came to teach mo how to civilize apd gov 
ern my peopk. I liked some parts of bis system 
well enough, and shall not fail to bring home sev- 
eral of the improvements he talked about. The 
notion of the whole people being bom for the good 
of one, and living under him as slaves, without his 
being obliged to feed send clothe them like the 
owners of negroes, is good^ So i9 that of his 
being maste:r of their lives and fortunes, the source 
of all power, and the fountain of all honour. Being 
myself a king, I say I like all this^ because the 
philosopher assured me I was fairly entitlied to these 
privileges. H^ convinced me it was quite intoler-' 
able that an Indian should be master of his ownf 
body, hunt, fish, smoke, and go to sleep just when 
be pleases ; fear no man, acknowledge a depend* 



mice oa iK>. living being, and speak just what \m 
ibmk^ without being haitged iot treason. Such 
naUoia»y he.maittt^nedy were impious and blasphe* 
mouSf and led to the dowifiall of religion. 
^ ''But there were other matters he told me of 
that I don't altogether admire* The kings, who 
e^joy all Ihe^ prerogatiiies, axe obliged to shut 
themselves up in tl^ir royal palaces, and to sacri}- 
&be the sweets of liberty entirely. The. dehghts 
of >he fields, and the« pleasures of the chase, are in 
a.great measure denied them '; and the consequence 
^ being thus shut out irom these innoc.ent recrea- 
tions is, that 4hey fceUow in gluttoify and luxuries 
of every kiiid, and .indulge fti the greatest latitude 
of lioentiouanesS) only ^ pas? away .the time. 
The philosopher explained to me the reasons for 
this confineaienli and how it came that the king 
wa^shut up like a bird ia hi^ cage. It was ne- 
cesMUBy that the people should see his sacred 
majesrty but seldom, and be kept at a distance, be- 
cause familiarity ' {N|pd\aced contempt^ ^d»they 
.might find Qut,if-ihey caune too near, what was 
very often the-case, that their royal master was an 
ass. This was the ^[>etfectien*of the system, be- 
cause it enabled .a person wiio, in comipon situa- 
tions, could not govern s.a pig-sty,, to reign over 
millions of subjects with great glory. He instanced 
seveial kings who lived a great while ago, who, 
idihough called madmen, were the most famous in 

the world; aod concluded by referring me foe the 
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Wofj, iiii^r a lung who lost his wits many ycte 
* But I will not disguise from yon, thai I hati 
gince bsd good ^atise to believe that the tme rea« 
son ^by ^^^^^ legitimate •Mngd aj^ kept out of 
^ffht is, that the people are apt to shoot them when 
^j come abroad, because they begin to be tited 
of ibis excellent system hi things. It -teeiiis the 
peoplo have got it into their heads that oar Indian 
gj/stem oJ freedom is best;* and 1 tfuspect very 
Bfluch that the jealousy of my brother the king 
arises from a Year that tbey^wdl de]^ose him, and 
put me in his place.* Upon the. whole, I cotifess 
to. you, thotigh I like^ sdme partff-of tfeeir goTenr- 
ment, I prefer my own. ' It is true I harve but little 
Revenue, except now- and then a flresent of a ptecfe 
ef deer, or a fox*skin ; 4)ut then I have vAyTittte 
trouble in being a king. I^M'i pick the poCketB 
of my faithful subjects^ because there is.noihihg in 
them ; but if I have litlie money,- ( liave afr little 
use for it. I can't put ^y.o^my sttt^'eets todeath, 
or send them to prison^ nor g*t laws enacted for 
t»hat purpose whenever I please;- but I can- go 
abroad: as often as* I •choose; and- wander alone in 
the woods a hunting, without fearing any of my 
feithfill subjects* will sheot me. Finally, I can^t 
force my people to ijiake war wbmi they hftire no 
injuries to revenge; or fight «when they are not 
angry y but then I^am not afraid of ,a reheUion, and 
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deep floundly at night in iny royal palace that ka» 
te lock or lk>lt tg tha doar, without dreaming of 
pkrts and iieasons^ 

^' The philoaophei' had nptheen long gone whei^ 
I was «et.,upon by a plvy»ician, lyho presented me 
with a great bookroctntaining ^uresibrajl djsea^eisi. ' 
I informed him most of these were entirely un* 
VAown among us, as ti^e -tiad neither books nor 
places where a blockhead (5ould in a. year or two 
learn to cure ^1 disordezs^ without the assistanoe 
of common sense* At M. events, we did not want 
M$ aid, as we 1^ among us people the white 
mjen choose to leaU juggkfs^. because th^y had not 
adegiee^ bu^ who answered* quite as well, being 
psetty expert at ^ullingi When we wece strong 
aiKi well, these people were mseful to l^e laughed 
Hi; but the foment we got siqk and our minds bei^ 
^ame ^eak,^e«sent |b£ thrm« Then we gave 
ai^ray our most precious^articles, in return for which 
tfaay told u^ all^he 4iews, talked about all the old 
women iQ liK ytUage, and concluded by. making 
wry facesi, and ehattering|u^ unintelligible jargon 
which jnobody understood? A proof that these 
were most expellent phystdans, was, that until the 
^ite men brought' us brandy and whiskey, we en* 
joyed QQU^h better health, w^ere mor^i hardy and 
actWe, and lived quite as long as t£eir own doctors, 
witboi^t getting bled aiKd taking pills. I then asked 
him if he could cure the di^ase of whiskey. Ha 
riKfok^ kii^ be^ apd looked nicise ; upon whid^ I 
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fxM him I Iqpked upon his book SiB'gooi for aodn 
ing ; for in truth, I began to be tired of tbe»e peo« 
pie, who were good enough to take so much trouble 
for our benefit. On going away he ciiook hands, 
and observing th|it I was a little feverish^ insisted 

« 

on bleeding me, wtBsreupon Hhrust him out of 
doors. 

^^The next attempt .upoti me^ was by a maiv 
whose business, I was told, Was to mend old sys^' 
t€fms and make new- ones, a trade fdlowed by a 
vast many persons at present in this part of the 
worl4p He brought a- system of * laws, which be 
begged me to get adqpldd in my^kitigdom.^ He 
assured me that most^of .tny btothef kingcr iiighly 
approved, though not owe hsd put them in practice, 
iVhich i thought rather remarkable." He then 
began to read them withdut b^ng asked, and at the- 
secDud chapter I feH'adeep. ^ believe he>did net 
observe it, for he was still reading* Vhen I awbhe.- 
Luckily, he was just*fihishing, or most likely T 
should have gone to sleep agaihv When he had 
done, he asked. how i liked hrs i^ification, as he 
called it, I told him f hieartily^agreed with my 
brother kings in thinking it excellent, but I doubted 
whether my pfe^ple- would bfe able to comprehend' 
it, as they co«ld not read. He replied, very briskly* 
he had an infallible relnedy for that, by teaching 
tfaem to read ; at all events, if I would only give it* 
a fair* trial, I shotild iii a short time see a wonderw 
fttl i&iprovement in my people. I told him I vroidd 



oonsidftr of it ; . bi^, to say the». truth, I bad a plaa 
of imy own, which waa aotbing more than to per- 
suade them to live honestly^ and do no harm to 
their nei^bours, by^ which means they Height do 
without Jaiws altogether. Upon Jthis he put up his 
codification, took a pinch of i^uff,' and harried. 
(Jown stairs, .muttering * savage ! savage 4' till he 
was quite out of hearing. 

" Being gone,. I lighted my pipe, and thought to 
^joy a quiet hour before! dinner, which I was en- 
gaged to take^with gne of the royal dukes, whgi a 
person, called a philap^h^ opi^t, came to teach me 
humanity*. He began with great fi^ry against our 
cruel and barbarous «uston^ of Jiilling our prisoners 
of war ; and^ c<)pcluded without gsparing a single 
hair of quf heads, lie spoke a long vsrhile of the 
great pains he had taken to put a^ stop to widows 
burning themselves on the mneral pile of their de- 
ceased husbands— to the infamous slave system — 
and finally concluded by calling us all barbarians, 
I began to. get ipto a p^^ision, for though I don't 
mind bei^g call^ a^ Indian, I despise the epithet 
of barbarian, and. so resolved to give this gentleman 
a piece of my mmd. ^ ^ 

" I b^gan by telling him that I never, in the whole 

course of my reign, kjiew of ^ widow attempting 

to burn herself in the manner he menlioned among 

the 6neidas» Upon this he assured not^ he did got 

mean the Qneidas, but certain. Indians about thir-^ 

teen thousand miles off. I told him, as my authority 
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did not extend quft^ so far, he had better talk W 
some one else about this matter, and not abuse m& 
for it. If flie widows in those parts diose ta 
burn themselves, that was i|icir own business. I 
had heard say il^ was because they were not allow*, 
ed to marry again ^ but at all events it was^ better' 
they shdlild die at once, than livje to be wished 
dead, as I had heard young/feUows do thte old 
womeil who had laige jointiureS. Besides, it was 
riot much worse than shiittyig up beautiiiil young 
girh in gloomy prisons, under pretence of devoting 
them to God, when it waft -well known it was Only 
that they might enrich the eldfest sister, abd marry 
her to some nobleman who wCuld take her for her 
money. We Indians held the lo«s ^f Uberty as 
much more painful than bum))Sg at the stake. * * 

'' Then as 4o the gre^ noise he made about black 
people being made slaves by us Indfans, I did not 
find much difference between black negroes and 
white negroes. They all worked equally hard, 
and we Indians held them* equally enslaved. For 
aught I knew, civilizatibn was nothing more than 
working all day, and taking great pains to get rid 
of very small inconveniences. Hard work was the 
distinguishing characteriij^ic of a civiKzed man. 
To be sure, ailiolkg^ free people like the Indians, 
it would 6e a jstretch of humanity to abolish negro 
slavery if ft subsisted there ; but reaBy, where 
mnbty*itine in a hundred of the white men were 



Axes, black daTeis were quite unnecei8aYy« «» they 
would only interfere with white ones. 

" ** As id our inhumanity to priseners of war, we 
only killed such as were necessary to appease the 
spirits of Otir kindred that had fallen in battle ; and 
te this we acted in conformity to their own religion, 
which gives an eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth. 
We adopted as many as wx)uld pupply the Aumbers» 
we had lost, and instead' of keeping the others for 
years in jails, crowded together without tf ir or food,- 
or space to lie down In, where they perished slowly 
and miserably, *We were merciful, and put them to 
death. By this meamS we rendered our wars less 
fatal than thei5:8,*f<jr««ll the prisoners sacrificed by 
UB Indians «ince they lirst bad intercourse with 
white *men, would *not amounrtot)ne4ialf of those 
who had perisihed wfthin the last few years in the 
manner I had stated. If we did sometimeB sacri? 
fice a victim at the stake as an offering to our god 
of war, it wasf onlyin imitation of theijr old custom 
of sacrificing a poor ^reatnre who differed from 
them in religion, to their prince of peace. 

"^ But,' continued I, *your inhtunanity does not 
stop here. When We kill a bear, a deer, or a buf- 
falo, we destroy an enemy, br at leajj't an animal that 
has no claim upcm us for past favours, or on the 
score o£ old acqnaintlnce. But it is not 'thus with 
the race of philanthropic white n^en. When a dog 
tliat has been your companion for years, and fol- 
lowed you all his life in your walking and hunting — 
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If^ii^ in the »haf#^ viitudtts ^maspfftencfy m 
^l-earned proeperity, excites the least 4>leasure 
in his iieart ; ai^d I v^riiy belie Ye» if he haci hi^ wil], 
be would repeal evuy law enacted for the i^ecttri^ 
of honest meii^ 4ind b^ad^the whole power o£ 1^« 
iaI«tiioit to the sole obj^t of affoidifig impHni|;y to 
rogues/ 

Withoiit sufficient obsefvation of . human life to* 
be aware thai the very existence of society depends 
on these barriers between virtue and vice, and des- 
titute of thai; power of abstract leasoning which 
in some measure suppfies the place of experience, 
he is altogether infldenced by a nairo;., side-view 
of his subjept. fie fwgets that kwswere devised 
for the benefit of just men, and a single instance 
•f uicidental oppression or haidsfaip Under the 
bpemtiba of a«particu]|ur law which is indispensar 
ble, is suf&cient to call forth his m^st- strenuovw 
-exertions for its repeal. 

' He is an active encourager^ as well «s a munifr- 
cest Jt)en6&Qtor9 to all societi^ for the enc^aurago? 
ment of idleness, and ^ts 'natural coB^oqfutan't, 
poverty, not considering that, thci indiscriminate 
relief' of apparent wapt, without ascertaining its 
reality or i^s origin, must niRcessarily' operate to the 
ddstructiox of all habits of indttstry, as well as 
every feelmg o( manly pride and independence^ 
among the laboinrihg 'classes. He is totally una% 
ware that this proud feeling of independenca^and 
^^s« IptUt of self-relianpe, is the ba^is of all najt^Qiu^ 
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l^ue, and thift in propoiltaOTvae you ^ncoura^ % 
departure from these, or a reliance upon other 
means, you undermine and desfrcy the moral 
habits of the 'peopl6^ and the soHd worth of the 
ftatioftal character. ^ . • 

After piirscitiig tjiis careet df reBeying' |i)overty 
iftitil h6 fotind, to his greaf surprise as well as 
mortification, that it seemed to grow worse in pro-' 
portion to the pains takeii to cure the 'disease, he 
c6nceived the iJea of a soeiety for the preventioft 
of pauperism, haviHg ^somewhere read* that one 
ounce of preyentSon was worth a p()und of cure. 
The object of this association was to furnish em- 
ployment* to those who c^utd not or wotild not find 
it themselves. It never stnidt hrm that this;,new 
[?pecieg of charity operated almost equ^^lly to the 
Encouragement Of that depeAdance which is fatal 
to the freedom of the people. The want of em- 
ployment, if it existed at all, must have originated 
either in the iSb'spnce of a disposition to seek, or a 
diffictiltyin finding work-in consequence of ade- 
flciency in the p Jblic demand. In th6 first casU, to 
seek out and •%# additional inducements to thecre 
Tagging inactive spirits to refrjtfti from salutary ftx* 
ertipn, was calculated to make them look upon it 
as a great favour to work at all. In the second 
Case, supposing a deficiency of th6 public stock of 
<ir6rk, to seek out and give employment to a feW ih 
preference to a great many others, was taking 
away the most powerful ^incentive to active enteif- 



pnmt by destxayij^ thfs strcmg alimtilus arismg 
Q^t of a ganeral struggle of talent and skill for a 
prise equally op^n to all. In both points of view 
k must necessarily produce thje.pemiciou8 habit of 
dependance, since in place of relying upon the 
general patronage •f society at large, wjiicb arisesr 
(Alt o£ the g^ersj^ wfxAs pf the people, andth^re-r 
fose carries, yiixh. it no.i(^a of charity, but is sim-^ 
ply an exchange of labour, for naoney, they mus( 
depend for employtni^l upon Ule cuprices, the 
weaknesses, ;^nd the tljioil^Qd other apparently 
immaterial ckGum0tan<;;^s that, bias our preferences 
. The truth is, -the jphilanihropy of my acquain|«r 
ance is altc^et&er copied from that of Great Britain^ 
If h^ hears of a newr society foi eatitig c}iaritable 
diviners, and drinking tlie health of some royal 
patron or president, established in that country, he 
never rests till he has got up something on the 
same plan, without inquiring whether or not the 
same necessity exists here. Not taking into view 
ihe wide difference between fh^ ^ta^e of the two 
countries, he, like our advertisHi^ qua^eks, cures all 
constitutions with the same.speq^Cv ^^^^ is alike 
infallible, in every elimate and with all ages. He 
never reflects that the necessaries of our labouring 
people are the luxuries i>f ' the English ; nor doe» 
it ever cross his mihd that the monopoly of the 
privileged orders, and the exactions of an insatiable 
government, having made millions of paupers, it i» 
the duty of both to relies these miseries of then: 



nwit cmation. The taxes they aie obUged to pay, 
the difficulty in finding employment, and the conr 
seooent deduction from their wageit, make that in- 
evitable in England which is here fox the most part 
the result of idleness .and extravagance, encouraged 
in the neglect of every species^ domestic ecoor 
omy, by the injudicious distribution of public 
charity. . • • 

A sinsilari and as I conceive mistaken>N» well 
as mischievous philanthropy, influences him in cases 
of crimiinality. It is n«t a general and enlarged 
benevolence, arising out of a rational sympathy for 
alt mankind, but a mere weakness, originating in a 
long habit of indulgence^ He regularly attends 
the quarter sessions, and never sees a debased and 
profligate creature of either sex committed to bri^e- 
iVeli, for outraging the peace or decorums of so- 
mety, without* declaiming against the severity of 
the penal code. He never fails to sign every peti- 
tion for the pardon of the most desperate criminal, 
«nd is a most strenuous believer in the doctrine 
that it is better lb ti ust ' to the progress of moral 
feeling for the pvevention of mail robberies and 
murders, than, to guard* the one or pupish th^ 
•olher^ 

But in nothing is his persevering zeal so coa* 
spieuoas as iii the case of insolvent laws. Were 
it not that the simplicity of his life, the regularity 
of his habits, and the independence of his fortune 
fbrbid it, t akevld liiftftst b& inclmed to suspect 
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^im of Idpkhig forwardto a period when the rdasN 
atiqti of theise laws would be conTenieht to him*^ 
telf. But he is too rich t^d tempfsrate fdr waA an 
accident ; <and such- is* his inflexible pructencey thai 
not lon^ago he ri^tdutely refused to-pby the debts 
of an only son* who had bailed in business.- I will 
heweverdohini' the justice to say that he was very 
sorry for the creditors, and subscribed liberally to 
the relief of (Hie of ihem-vAiose case was ptcu* 
liatly hard. 

liiluch of his time i& taiken up with gcnng about 
th^ city^ lisieninj^-to stories of distve9s*, arimng eithet 
from unmerited niisfertunes or hard'^heartbd cr^d^ 
itors.' If is Kkewise on^o/' hb cbiefest recreation! 
tar visit the city prison, where he becomes ac» 
qtiainted with additioiial* instances o# the inexo* 
liable cruelty of creditors, whoy after having beea 
i^uced to poverty by the imprudence or extravub- 
gi&nce of their debtorsf, refuse to suppo]4 them any 
longer. And here I would observe,- thst tb^ least 
'experience in^ the world must convince us df the 
necessity of some restraint against iwantonly rui^ 
ning in debt, and some punishment for ndt paying 
our debts. The meredssgrace attending an unwil- 
lingness or inability to comply with our engage* 
-fkients, is not sufficient either to deter or to punish, 
.because those who are the most proiie to such of- 
fences are the least susoeptible to shame; Dis^ 
gfyiC€ is no longer a puniahmeixt when dieviftooas 
sense of shamt i« seared or aMibikted*. 



If ham o&Bfk lilbewise bee^ iurged that idebt is m 
/Ccime, And ihBseioT/b it is unjust to pujiisb i]t with 
jibe iam fl personal libeuy. But let us reftscti 
that this jiabiliiy of the person for debt is the oply 
consideration which prevents an unprincipled m^n 
from 'running' tn debt when he knows he cannot 
pay. Having niathin^ to lose, such a person wc^ld 
becoBCie tbfi scourge* of .the unwary, inno^epts of 
the .W01U9 and Occasion io the end ten tiqges.ithe 
misory and hardship which, under the most.pgid 
system of iaWs^ could result. to himself from thisir 
most inieanUe administratibn. If, then, in the 
emuw of l|^e epesation bt tbes^ *laws it so hap* 
pi9is, as I gtiewB to say I belieye it sometimes does 
happen, that the punishment falls heaviest upon this 
gwiltleas,! am satisfied it will generally be, found, 
that even«in these instaaces the evil may be traced 
to .careless or unprincipled debtors, whose want of 
prudence or honesty -entailed the punishment of 
Aefr cwnr guilt upon these innocent persons. It 
ought never to be forgotten by philanthropists, that 
if the dishonest were to pay their debts, there would 
be few honest mpn in prisoir^o call forth their Sym* 
pathy. But if' the reader will bear with me, I will 
illustrate this position by a case in point. . . 

Oneday4he gentleman whose character I have 
been sketching begged me to accompany him in a 
visit to an unfbitunate debtor, confined to the lim«> 
its'of about. one fourth of the city, in order that W9 
isigfa^ settle some disputed point in our respective 
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theories of philanthropy. Accor&i^ly we pro- 
ceeded to one of the most pleasant etreets, and) 
knocked at the doopof a handsome tkreenstory 
house, bearing all the indicatiaiis of cdmpelcncy, 
not to say splendour. Seeing a \Baxriage at the 
door, iind a lady just on "the point of stepping into 
it, I pulled the Bleeve.of ^my con^MUiion, supposing 
he had mistaken'the house. On eoniing up to the 
steps, however, the lady insisted' upeli returning intb 
the house with us, as her husband was not at hiwie, 
and we must be tired. I was somewhat surprised/ 
I confess, at seeing thfe carnage and hesses, as weU 
as to observe th6 floor, th^ entry, and sfjsircase cov** 
ered with rich carpets — ^Ihe 'sidebotftd gUttermg 
with silver and cut glass, and the mantelpiece or-^ 
namented with splendid lamps. There was like*- 
^se ]Et grand pi^no, with amtisic-beok open befaie 
it, on which' we heard some t>ne playing as we 
came in. In short, such was the aj^aranoe of 
every thing around me, that I could net be boouigfat 
to believe we were in the house of a bankrupt. 

The lady received us^n this supnb abode with 
perfect good breedings talked oit the most £ash« 
ionable topics, and lamentod her husband wa« ab^ 
sent, as she was sure he would he delighted to have 
us stay to dinner, and drink a bottle ef his Bur-* 
gundy. She also exhibited a beautifol dr^ss, just 
come home;. whil;h her daughter* was to wear at a 
gteal ball to be given in a few liays. At this I 
looked rather significantly a^ my compani^m, who 



Immed me awajr uoder 8(»ne pretence or others 
On taking leave, liie lady g&ye us a very cordis^ 
ktvitation to a hl^ party her younge^ daughter 
was to give the next evening but one, on occasion 
of her bktbday. 

nom tbence we strolled up the street some dis- 
tance, and finding it grow wann,*it was ^oposed 
to enter pne. of the pubUc* gardens, and take a 
glasis of icercr#am ^or lemonade. Here die first 
iperson we saw p]x>v)ed the very unfortunate banki- 
rXipt whom we had just tfisit^d, and of whose nn^ 
merits Ipi^fortunes my cqppanion had more than 
c^e given me a most melancholy picture. Jle 
was sitting at a table *in a little arbour, playing at 
domino, with a brisk, 4ark*compIexioned French- 
man, and vehemently discyssing the military talr 
^ats of the late !|^peror Napoleon, r 

My companion introduced me as 80<m as the 
game was finished. ..Our friend lost it, and I obr 
served him hand his antagonist a bank-note, which 
he put into his pocket and departed. My compan- 
ion then inquired into the state of the unfortitnate 
biu:ikrupt's affairs, apd received in return a full de- 
tail of all his misfortunes ; which, even according 
to his Qwn statement, originated in extravagance, 
founded upon a gross, if not wilful miscalculation 
pf his mesms and prospect^ 

It seems he had amassed a few thousand dollars 
in the capacity df supercargo of a ship belonging 
to -one of his f^ther'^ old frifsds. Witiv this sum 
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he entered into merckandise, wken money cone 
begging at the doors of our >dly coimting-^oonter. 
The sam^ld friend became his endorser for large 
additional sums, from time to time, with which he 
plunged into the most wild speculations and ex^ 
travagances. He built a splendid town and coiffitry 
house, and revelled in -all the luxuriei of eastern 
magnificence* But imprudence and prodigality 
will ediaust mines "of gold i|nd banks of paper « 
He at length fell into difficulties ;. his credit began 
to lean a litde, and the tkore it leaned, the heavier 
was the pressure it had to sixftain. He went on 
from shift to shift, each one more despetBte and 
ruinous than the other, and finally became openly 
insolvent. But 4rom:- what i saw, his situation was 
little changed by this reverse of fortune. He ap- 
pea)red to liV^ as well, and to indulge in as many 
extrahragances, a& ever. However, be ended his 
detail by complaining bitterly of his creditors, 
whom he denounced as a set of illiberal, heartless 
scoundrels. 

Having accompanied my friend in Ms visit, i 
now requested him to go with me to the city pfison, 
for a purpose I did riot explain. There is some- 
thmg so revolting in the aspect of a jail, its double- 
riveted doors, and grated windows, between the 
bars of which we sometimes see a pale and with- 
ered face gazing at the world from which it is shut 
out--— something so sad and rnelancholy in the idea 
of human beings debarred boxik that fireedom vduch 



tlie birds of .tkQ air and the bea«l8 o£ t}ie field en- 
joy, for a foUy c^ an imprudeace, c^ if you wiU a 
crime, which the rery means of punishment for ever 
debar them from repairing, that I do not wonder 
philanthropists should declsuto against the obduracy 
of the laws. For my part, a churchyard is to ipe 
not half so melancholy as « prison. The grave 
severs all ties, and shuts out the cares of this world . 
'— -'^ there the wicked cease from troubling^ and the 
weary are at rest." Qlor himger, nor thirst> nor 
anxieties for 'the future, nor regrets .for the past, 
ever molest these silent mansions ; nor do their 
peaceful tenants cfftisiuncf the weary, endless hours 
in listless ennifi or consumijig^ cares. They have 
paid their last d^fot, aad even the inexorable cred- 
itor death is satisfied. 

Without uttering a word; I conducted my oom-* 
panion into a small room, miserably furnished, and 
occupied by a miserable tenant. As we .entered, 
an old man slowly xaised himself in bis bed, and 
lan^idly asked — " Is that you, Jane ?" — " She's 
gone;'' answered a voipe from the dark side of the 
apartment—^'' she's gone to get something to eat." 
The last part of -thct sentence was spoken in a low 
half whisper, as if the truth was suppressed by a 
feeling of pride, which is always sure to linger in 
the bosom of virtuous poverty. Every noise we 
heard, and every footstep that passed through the 
outer hall, the <dd man raised himself as beforie^ 
asked for his daughter, and receiving *the saq^ 
answer, sunk down again perfectly quiet. 




I deli^ not in pictures of distiMs, nor can I 
banquet on details of real and substantial miseries. 
My object in this relation of matters of fact is 
neither to steel the heart to pity, nor to increase 
the ]9)rejudiGes of well-meaning people against diose 
institutions i^hich have stpod the test of human 
experience in all times, ioid are held essential to 
the V6ry existence of the social compact. That 
the confinement of debtors may sometimes operate 
to the prejudice of the uinpcent, the history of this 
poof, perishing old mjMi will afford 'ample proof. 
That some punishipent is hecetSeiy to deter the 
imjMKident and unprincipled froto ruining their gen- 
erousj trusting friends by their wild extravagance) 
is equally clear from the s&ne example^ 

This gray-headed and emaciated prisoner was 
the-son of a country g^tleman, who ruined hinnelf 
%y his stoafices during the war of independence.- 
The conclusion of the strug^e, which gav^ lit^rty 
to his countrymen, brought with it the loss of his 
pvfrh. He was sent to prison at the suit of a friend, 
who had been his guest for.fi&rer^ months be^re, 
during which a fine Jiouse on a fine estate • in ^e 
neighbourhood was preparing for his reception. 
The very df^y he took^ possession of it he sent an 
officer to Carry his host to jail, for a debt he. had 
made himself responsible for, on account of some 
Inipplies absolutely necessary to the subsistence of 
our army during the ntost gbOmy winter of tl^e 
\rhole war. • 



• 

The Subject of our stofjr 'Wr^ then a bd, the 
oldest of six <5hildren now left to the care of the 
mother, who turned out to be a right noble woman. 
I remember -having often met the -poor boy of a 
Saturday afternoon, on a borrowed horse, carrying 
the weekly supply of food fo his father, a distance 
of fourteen miles,* ahd have more than once seen 
the tears roll down his cheeks, as he hung his head 
in passing on his -melancholy errand. ^ 

In this situation the family remained between 
three and four years, during whiA periodthis yotlth 
was" gradually strengthening hi^ijiind, and disci- 
plining his habits in the rough schoob of adversity, 
tmder the Aare, and inspired by the example, of his 
excellent mother. .Many years after her death, I 
havtf heard him relate little anecd^ite's which ^x* 
hibited the mingled strength and tenderness of mind 
possessed by this admirable woman, that seemed 
tQ my mind exquisitely affecting. But they are to6 
homely and simple to please the splendid taste of 
the times, and s© I pass them by. 

'The manner «tnd the means of obtaining the lib- 
erty (rf this old mta's father have escaped -mry 
recollection, if I'everltnew theni. Not long after 
his return home, however, the son was sent* to a 
distant relation in the city, who took him to hiji 
house, and employed him as his clerit. Schooled 
in adversity, strengthened by a habit of patient 
endurance, and moral fr6m 'practice and example^ 

he soon became a favourite by being usefljL 
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hours of lei$ure ayid/re^reatioA warn spent in 
jyeaming French atnd music, and in nuUdog bimsf^lf 
acquainted with that kind «f litesature, which, 
^9ug)]i it djE^ not ^constitute a scholar, is th^ inr 
dispensable Ofnam^nt .of Sk geutlqipan. Wi^p^l 
Qiei|iuie^S; he was pru]lent ; by soirie of his ^sor 
ciates he )V4^s called ava)ri^iou^whii« others tl^pq^^ 
)ujn pxtravagapt \ for though he often ^clii^ 
going to a plac^ of amusement, hp wquld lay ou{ 
}&ik tiwestl^e cost in books, prints, ^r scientific in* 
pto^ments. Btit he had one of tbe invariable char- 
^cjteristics of a well-rtgulated mind,, whether d^e*- 
rived from innate good sense or early experience I 
pannot say. He kn^w how to maintain his inde^ 
pei^ence, by the infallible s^ode of squaring jus 
PQ^ami Xq hil^^nds- 

. Two ^ings sepm equally certain in thiis if prld ; 
f»ie|v^t ii^prudence and pithdigality will lead to 
^ruiiv; the ot^er, that ^ perseverance in a rational* 
industriom^, ^d pj^dent economy, will as certainly 
:" ensure a permanent prosp<&rity. . Thi^ las^ ^th 
yrae especially f^zemplifiepL in the subject of our 
sloiy, . . •. 

. . Without fkbai^ing himself fr<tfn a single enjoy* 
paent. essentifd to happiness ; Ivithout submitting 
lo-any privation, or demeaning himself by any sulv- 
f»erviency un})ecom|ng an independent nqin^l, hd 

^ jpadoally rose to a most respeQtab}e rank among 
llie most respectable people. He enjoyed all th^ 
gSfdo^ of wealtl), honestly and Usefully ac^ujred^ 



tod all iiie iespect and affection which accompany 
the liberal employment of these honourable acquis- 
sitions. He alUed, himself to the best and wor- 
thiest ; and he associated wHh.the first tnen of the 
nation without feeling any sense of inferiority, be- 
carase he possessed a eleasconscienceyandasteadyi 
well-regtlated naind.' 

Abov^ this period the son of his. old master and 
benefactor entered into business under his par- 
, titolBtr patronagOf which w^ given with a degree 
of Ubendity that tnight almost be oalkd impn»- 
dence, did we not recollect wfakt he>owed ^to the 
%ther of the young man.' The new trader, led 
&way by the torrent of the times, having the meanfei 
of speculating afbrded him by the liberality of his, 
father's (Hend, plunged into. every kind of esctrava- 
galice, and resorted to the most desp^ate expe«- 
clients to extricate himself from the difficulties 
brought on in consequence. By degrees, he drew 
the unsuspecting benefactor to bec6me^ responsible 
for the amount of a large portion of his debtls, and > 
finally became a bankrupt, leaving him to be str^ 
ped of th^ e&frnihgs of a whole life oi virtuoas in^' 
dustry.- * • • 

AlthbUgh thid worthy and abuised old tafa was 
too upright to become responsible for more than his 
virads worth; yet in consequence of those sacrifices 
of property which so generally result from the my 
• patience or hedeSiBities of creditors, his possessions 
did not enable him tb pay his obligations. Jlerad-* 



itat irlio^ by*the*way , h«d bete xuiiMd bjr tltts de- 
ficiency in my old friend's property^ and by a re- 
liance on his ability to make good all his engage- 
ment8y»in a fit of bitter spleen, threw him into jail. 
If any of my readers ha^e erer seen the com- 
bined effect of misfortunekaccompanied by disgrace 
on a proud spirit, they will scarce need to be tcdd 

Vhat was the consequence qi this procedure. His 
energies of spirit, ^s early habits of endurance, 
all failed at once. I^ «ank into a proud lisdesa- 
meiBB, an inaanaible apathy, that on tlus one hand * 
shruid: from* the kindness o& friends, and on the 
othef rendered aU their^good offices unavailing. 
From ihe moment the "sheriff -touched his shoulder 

• He never held up his head more, or made a single 
effort to retrieve his affairs. He ate and drank in* 
stinciively, without seeming to ^now or care who 
administered to his wants ; and never spoke except 
he heard aiootstep, when he would ask], " Is that 
you, Jane ?" Finally, he became a perfect wreck, 
and died of a broken heart about three weeks after 
our visit. 

As I related the principal events of ti^s story to 
the philanthropist, his heart melted as he contem- 

- plated the dying prisoner and his withered conl- 
forter who sat at the bedside. He indignantly in- 
quired the name of that unprincipled ingrate whp 
bad thus vrickedly abused his confidence. " Jt is 
he," Veplied I, ** we* taw playing at domino — who 
^11 in the^sfAendours of fashiotiable luxury^ 
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hkiit^j; ikfmgh s bankropt. And naw, let thi^ 
ht a Wanuag to j&tt agnoMTt paijing and reUetbig 
e v wy b p d y, even tbe prafligste Mtraragant apend^ 
HaAmhb -paafhs oar jmils witb trasting fnendr 
«iiiliiBpaid tnuteaioen. Wh86 thua waaiing jrout' 
beat aympnthieaiii lamenting tbe lu»dakpir of M0 
^peeiea of mifortiniate debtora, and ventm^ you/ 
ifidtgnation upon the aeverftjr of hwa which «tiBl 
abaolulely neoeaaaary to reatirain the tmpmf^tpledl 
gpittbala of wMtiAi woslhleaanewiv d<^irot Ml aom^ 
limea tv tall la imnd Aefiiite of tkia poor oH man/ 
Eefli^fidy^*t)iat at^leaai one hidf ihe inritronera 
keve axe tbe victiizbi of theae rery men whose* 
arieked extisf agttiee, inr a' great degree,- (ylriginated 
na'the lenity ol tbose very kwa of wbicii ^ou com-* 
fiaitr ■in ibe proapeict of unptmity. tbey hold ou# 
lalhoae #^0 msm aoeaii to pay tii^ yaei debta/^ 



. CORKESFOTTDENCEV 

We bane lately re<^eiyed tf numV^f of letter!^ (rotH 
TariouS' quarters, from among which we have^ 
aelected the, fbllowing fcxr the instmetion: an<^ 

• smttseaotent of tbe readei^L' 

to XjLSX«G»tOT taNOSTAFF, SSQ. 

^' I AV aa imfiarfeuaaie gmiiieoftlla^ #l»se d^^ 

iia becnr Mbcely t^Md by idlt jAdannii «md df 
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my fiaends, wMd imieitaok ^on dSl-'QfMmmm i» 
praiso me behind my back. ThtJCoraetfoBnce was; 
that all the iUdatured «ad enmus people of die 
tl>wii«eet their £Me8 against me, for no other reason 
that I ceald erer discover than simply because I 
was praised by the dthers. As uaiu^ the scanda- 
lous party, having most zeal and induE^, got the 
l)etter».a&d I. am.now left almost entirely at their 
mercy. The object of this letter is to beseech aU 
my friends^ wilhov^xeeption^tarefrain from prais* 
ing me in futufe on any ^ceaston* whatever^ Nay, 
sir, I give them folllibi^y^to run me down in-all 
companiesi^ As I am in hopes in that case the other 
parVy, frpm. *a pure spirit of opposition, will also 
change sides and talk me into, a^ goad reputation 
again. I have observed that a great many people 
nevet say a gpod-naturol thing ezcsf^t from this 
s{^t 4>f contradiction, and that mankind in genend 
never praise their friends with so much warmth as 
when their hearers are incredulous. 
" I am, sir, your servant, 

** Walter- 'WAnniLovn.** 

• • . ' ■ . ■ • i' 

TO LAUNCELOT LANG^TAFF, ESQ* 

** I AM the younger son of a worthy citizen who, 
before he grew rich and turned geptleman, un- 
luckily, as he thought, had given my eldter brother 
a trade, and instilled certain vulgar habits of in» 
dustry tad #eenemy into bis ddest dav^ttar^ that 
fioremtHjifiCtodksriEbrmfidala^. ^Howamr, being 



fesdmd to-vemedy die&e bkmeliers as far^as poisat* 
ble, he bipught up myeelf and apiy youngest-sialet 
m^a^naimer altogether suitable to his wealth and 
our eicpeetatioBs. When we gxev up I wsus <Gca^' 
sideredr a very genteel you^g' laoiif being ^ntively 
%norant of every thmg U9«fiil, and an expert tan^ 
d^n-driver. My^sister was the model of a. belky 
everybody allowed ; for she went to a vast expenao 
in &a&yf and»o«^ce purchased adcess which sev^ 
oral rich brokers^ wives deelined^wn ancouhtofi 
the price. We.wcre >hot|uof <)ua.he|bsti)y^ashamed 
of our vuigar .paicnta, and^^wa^ -aiected to Idok 
SBdlber way when we^ met. our broihez Che tsadcs^r 
man. I took infinite ]Iiam3, as.well as.my sister, to 
instil some notions of gentihty into the jold folks, 
but we could nev«r'cure the old cil of teQing his* 
fiivburite stbiy,'beginnii^ with ^When 1*^m first. 
part afifvr^iitice to a leather breeches m&er/ iaf€ 
hia wife from tdlling (the* |Hice of every thing oil', 
tkelabley when wf gave- a chimervpairty.. «0n dw 
account we always dUiged the* old'peopis. |q take 
si'ckf and retkte into the gatndt, whenever we had; 
ooBoipamy. • . * • ' 

« *^We 'wereLgradiiaHy»i!t8ing>.to 4iie top of tha . 
fiishron; when, unhiekily oiy&thec'was tempted. t0. 
invest nearly all ki»-fintuB«!!n anew bank« which^ 
in a good >time wsand up its'afims, aalbe^ pfanto 
isy-by failing, abd paying noAiag eitber.tQihe hdd». 
era of .its notes or its 8took«.. Thia bb^fput us. 
upon max i^eapectivnieaouadiat ^ fMfaer died« It 



h^^ i pjf n Mbcft heart; al^-ipfqr Wflthv» wm^ 
jMifc widi age and anxiety, aooi^ foUoFtd. My 
fiden^ ^is^r^ by habits of iaduatry and ejCOBfoiny^ 
iMilin put to support hnnalf ai^ the young lad^^ 
who lies in bed ooMM^t part of tfa^ day jneading hot?* 
ak. As for myself; haraig neubm^ alall or ^ipde^ 
iadination ^o ndo ai^y tfaing, i at laA popdesceade^ 
to mak^ . aiiFahcefi to my birpdiev the tcadeamaiv 
who in daily growing mere independ^nl. He of<» 
feie4 IP ta)uB4Hif mien home %ith him; butlfaa 
efaler jMP^er»«mainUinMig b^raeil, apidL the ycvaiigtx 
will by no inoMis aafoctate* with inch low fptpmM^ 
thou|^ slie has brought bepiplf tpacoept » mimbef 
of pijBtenti firem himaelf and h^a wife.- 

^lihat^ now liTed npon the tDadeaman^aboixt % 
jfttar and a hali^ during which tioM I have enjoyed 
fll the hixuiiae of idlenie|i«» ^^ sneered aU llie 
paoartificBlieaa pf intignificaifpp and ikpiaBi^anm* 
My l^uckiah • associatesy who fised to barrow my 
pJBibpy mEithont^f^ thinlfing of payingr don'^ kaow 
mi miy more; .the yopng ladiea ]f ho once coiirteii 
ihyattentiona, /}piz the leach^ hreedieB.maker'ii 
son i wM!^ ^^ inothers, who never let mp. r^sal iot. 
fheir tearpartitei atqre atfoe when I bow to theii. 
fk^^Ung pqnipagee &8 if { tnprp ^ mona^r..*! 
^ . i^ony driven fior aqottspoapnl tp the biUiantrtafalea^ 
Ifhpjp ;I kttngp aripay the ifforning without; pbfiag*. 
ai'ihe maritera won't trust me; and I harp np mor 
pay }p pay fnr thp gapogm. In thp aftemppna, whei|^ 
f |ipve moaey lo^^pay the fwwg^ 1 visit HoMMn 
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Oft LoBg Jidand, friiniTcf I keept gfm^ fer-^e pin^fim 
^^^9, bjT which me^s I came in for a Adfe jsif 
tiii& imlk^punch ; and in the evening I go to all th^ 
yuUde aieatings>cdii;^pl£ices of. peiSQrt> whejce thereJMi 
nothing to paj. 

, , '* Thii% sir, do I pf^«s my. life,.neg)^ted bf -my 
pl4 friendsy anddec^pia^d by iQy new-Bccpiain^lapoeSf 
wbpm I often kear making remarks on;my idleness 
And ^^pendance*.' Psay, sir, say soioeihij^ a 
favour of persons in my siti^ation, aead \^ ip^j$i0\kr 
iarly< severe on )hew<»;l^ for taming its back upon 
nn^rtonale geotlecQen lik^ • • 

^'Your l^utnble serranV. ••^ '^ 
. .'* Chajujkb Augustus }/Leaqjs^^^ 

TO LAUl^ELOT LANGSTAFr,. ESQ. 

" Sir, ' , - o 

^ BjB^G a perfiGov of easy fortune^ I b^ve ney^ 

jA^opied myself with .business, but live an idle soft 

of life, having litHe, to do, and not mueh to mA^ 

me miserable. However, ba^ving rather a. h^^ 

family, I unss Ht>.oppoitunity of providing fprth^iQ 

ii^a comfortable manne!^ ^s I ha^e: i¥^ sufficieni 

fortune of my ov^n to leav^. them . all ; independent 

lilfien' I die. As they grew up, I h^kve mginaged to 

mai^ them one after another ^ the soi|» and 

daughters of some of the snug^ wealthy old fellows 

in the Bpw^ery, and about Cprlaer's Hook, whose 

estates cut up amazing}/ well,.as I h^ve found. by 

e9peiien«e«. Tob€(«Mureythiie«seatii)tp#(iple<rfth« 
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iPeB ; and if they cdionld happeb^ to be past all {k4» 
lih, why I ^^ep^fietlle Ihem up^m some of thek 
tttcanf lota, and only inTrte ibem to iduuier on Sui^ 
days, when there is np other company. 

** In this* way I have estaWished all piy children 
one after ano^e?, except my^oMest sot), whom I 
i>es€^ed for h more bftllian^ destiny. We hsA 
fermed an kifimdcy with a rich old lady, wht>, not* 
^^itbitaiidiiig the tfiest minute inquiries of a gi-6al 
number of asuctons friends, could never be detecfl^ 
in having J^ny relations v\ thfc world. • As we ntftf 
urally calct^ated that she fnust T^ave^her ^loney to 
somebody; we paid her tlie mbst unremitting atten- 
tions. Qur house was always open to her, and our 
carriage was sent every d^y to take her on airings 
or to pay visits. She spent her summers at our 
eountry-house^ and in fact i^as more mistress of 
die establishment, heth in town and country, iiMA 
mf wife herself. As tbe*e werjp many other pet^ 
iKHis particularly^attf ntive to hfer, we tried ow b^ 
to cut them all out, aiid at lengthr had tlie.satjsftic* 
lion of penceiving that she preferred onr hoosf^ 
and dinners to any others. 

" Our son was directed |p lay close siege to tfe 
6ld lady — to be always ready to take her etapty 
cup, to hand' her across the room or to the car* 
fiage, sffld to Hsten with great attention whenever 
Hhfe opened her mouth. Whenever she 'expressed 
iti^Hniif^oii fbratlylMng^M matter whtt, it irti 



fiinyft pnHsittid^ Imy and mken sbe was mdkf 
Mthfaig could equal the ^dnf m and aitteiitioti 
with whMi ebe.waa treated "117 us ril,* I insisted 
4ifOi^ paying. b«t phyaidan's UUg, «id it woald 
'itinaae you to aee the amns I have charged agunst 
her for these maltei», iiitending to make my son 
rafimd when he came iifto poaaeaaion* of the dd 
lady's property. . 

*'In shorty »v^ I ha:ve heard of ~ women being 
MBedwithr kindnaift; and (sure I api, if hmdness 
ceuU have kilkd anybody, the old lady would not 
ha^Fe Imd kng. JSkHibt twenty years* and more 
•he continued la veceife ear attentions, and to en- 
joy appaiently better healthrthan ever, keejfhig^is 
on the tenter^hoofeb ol eiqieclation^ all that time, 
until at length I began to think she Would actually 
live to see us ali under the sod. She died at last, 
howcveir, and the curiosity of all her most atten- 
tive friends was indescribable, concerning ^e dis- 
tribution ef her property^ As for us. We laughed 
in our sleeves, being assured, from sevend myste- 
jfigffm bints ci the idd lady, that my son would be 
Ihe aolie heir. My aop %nd I, together with sevoral 
naorowof her dearest £cienfb,were piescnt at the 
opeaing o( the will; whfen^t appeared that she had 
left «U iy^T estates to a parcel ef poor relations no^ 
body had ever 'heald of hefove. They lived in 
JBn^and, it aeema ; and the old lady, not wishing 
aither to §o lo them ^ have them come to het, 
iknidthiia nljdy mmiflad loaacuiia tofamelf, among 



■MngecB, ^ai dMt iiitenliMis iod kfa«Jfi6ii8lf»;cdl3r 
.ta be expected from nemt aiid 4tax relatives, by 
keejHng h Ar tecret /to Ite lut. Ttle nuinerorus ej^ 
pectftnU looked at -eadi other! wilfa1tieUcroa9atoiepi>- 
ishmeoty wkile the executor was obfienred tio be 
somewhat divertedwith.Dur^dislKppomtiBetit The 
.only , notice she took, of tay 'Bqo^* who i bald been fcnr 
twenty years a martyr to his expectatioipe, was bei- 
^ij^athing-him'.helr Ueismg, and thanks £6r his dis- 
inteiiMfd attepjtip%lQ«i^infirpf«uidhiapIes8^^^ 
Now, sir, don't .you, think' 'thi^wlMif^U toeaiment? 
I have wfittdn this, letter en^puippse^thait our wnoags 
may be. made piiblic» wd to caution ' yoor leadat* 
against being the dupes of rich ^U. kdies who 
don't cheose to acknowledge^ tlibir rektieos except 
in their wiUs* , ' 

i« Ypwr disappointed 

"Sir, 
" I HATB the misfottuiie to be maihried to' a*tti«h 
who, in die main, makes tf tolerable husband, aiM 
whom I haive every disposition to obdy in all rea- 
sonable things. But lie has ii disagreeable- habit 
of uttering his/ wishes as commands, by wl/ieh 
mefbns he deprives me of all th^ merit 6t volun* 
tarily complying wkh them. I* hare more than 
.e&ce been tempted ;to aet contrary >to what I Wished, 
IMiely t0 assert my iiidejgi^iMl^^ Aeit'i0,latt 
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^ifrakt I iMvapfy pi^ rather a iMitd grace. Prajr. 
fiurow me ifith y^ur advice in this delicate affair. 

/* YouxB, 

" LrcY Wayward." 
» 
l^he only advice we have |o give Mrs, Wayward, 
i0jtoc<»Eiply wi& ker husband's wisAies with per- 
jbct gGod-hnnuDmr, pravided tbey are not altogether 
uiMasonable* If bt is a man of Hease and feel- 
ing, siielii^ Cjpm«e wiU soon make him ashamed of 
playing ^e baahaw,. 

TO IJtITlfCpiiOT JLAH^S7ArF,*JBSQ. 

*' Mt husb|ftd wa^lf afjter livij^g togalfan' a coH-^ 
sideraUe tipne kk- rather -an mipcfofDrtable mwmer, • 
iaiely iul ispoa a discovery which has enabled tis 
to pass our linjus in tl;^ most perfect ■ harmony. 
With bis approiMtlion, I lose no timiB in oonmmni- 
ieaiinf,it to ys|i for the benjQiti«>f the pnUic. The 
wMe aeci]^ cooaiais in our ne?)w gattpig angry 
jifiijrii ^t lbs ea^ 

'' Your admirer, 

* • ^ fil^lZABIBflK HAiOftrs.*' 
9ft LAimCBLOT £AH0STArr, »5<|^ ^ 

' ^*'I All an«old bachelor }9te yours^If^ and used to 
read your paper witR greet pleasure till ycii unde»r 
|pp)( to rfKomni^d matrhnony* to your readerp. 



, mtt^ wfa#]i I faftve giT«it it iqiumt&efy .« fTbe.ob- 
.ject of this letter is to dmix^ you will do me tixe 
favour- to reprobate t^ impertin^iU practice of call- 
ing in cfHiUnua^y- 1^ inquire how a man does, when 
he happens to be a little indisposed. I reside 
.jftmoiig a parcel pf idle peopie,ih a villagefii^ere 
they do little or nothings and Jivj^ vyqpon bank.4i»- 
^couBtft. It often happtoa that I am . trouble^ with 
.little uAtmiMsir, {(» yrhidky h^lf .the tinio^ I iiluilt 
find the rights nwne.' On these oocaaions, ray 
neighbours are sure to come in ahecila to, i^ik{]i«ii]p 
about my health, and puzzlq me with a thousand 
impertinent ^oeetiods^ besides Tecjotnmending an 
infinite number of remedies, not one of sn^hich is 
^.iiFoithTa tufih.: ..,....'.- '..m^.l ii . ./. •• 

, ^il bars Inrnedamay sny acffraatsaeTerti tin^, 
lor Jiaving tbe^ impide^ee^to troubk w with this: 
. kiquirieA ; discbf rged . my pby sii^ai» ios^. a aiipilsr 
rftftaoii) and quiirrelted with itba para^ qf tteipiuutfK. 
Kay, ImMft«<i;ex«Q^)te.Qf tWQdf;j»ytpei^^ 
mh% notwithslAiidtng my iesfMnMspr^^bi^ 
aisted in coming twice a d^ lio ask <boV(r' -I 'djd, 
during a fit of the gout. '.• :-; ; 

"-I.h^ye'tcBiae .to«tertis with most of those who 
i^cbange dinners with me occasionally, or son^e- 
times eatt of ey«ittQg9 tfO tajcie a hmd at (wj;)ist. The 
parson is admitted into fellowship agajji^^ou con- 
.4iuoivof making 09 a^sion. wb?rteYfiy,]lp jnyjeom- 
plaints ; and my p^^eaent jjja^mcf^n A^ i^eve^ j41<>,wjed 
<P go bey^ §;8l»ke (4 .the he|4. gf %nc4 wl^ieii 



ht vifitB. me. The old cwiky who is' a sovt of . pnr- 
iieged pemon, soinetimes venturei 9. kind of inter- 
legation,' as, '* Master don't seem qpuite "weli to^ 
day T" Intt I should, certainly tarn my back on these 
oceasions if I was not afraid she would spoil my 
dinnefr. 

." But for all this, sic, I can'^ keep the 'people of 
the neighbourhood in the same order, and am par- 
tiotdarly pestered by an 'old widpw lady^oyer^ the 
way, who never i^ees the. doctorls chair at my doon 
without sallying foitb» and preisK^ribing a hundrecL 
abominations. All this she does. because she was 
weH acquainted 'with my fiaiher, who I think w»s 
very much to be pitied on that account. 

^ If you have notloipt all fellow-feeUng with our 
fraternity, be good ehoiigh to publish this latter, 
with my solemn resolution, that although I have 
no relations that I know of, I am determined never 
to leave a shiUing to any JDcrson who inquires inia 
the stAte of my health. Between ourselyea» L haya 
atvuck several names from my will sdlisly on; this 
adcaant> • # 

" Your persecuted, inendy * 

• * Titus Wormwood." 

to launoeix)t langstafp, esq. 

'' I AH an unfortunate young lady, who was pur 
chased in marriage by an old bachelor of fifty-five, 
with a new bonnety^a cashmere shawl, a pearl neck- 



looe^ and « fine house, wkh dai^uk cuirtiuitf io ikH 
windows. But lui&iitiuiatelyy befMre I^lmd woini 
my fine bonnet half a dozen tiaoes, or exhibited i^ 
to half the towli, my aunt died, and obliged me to^ 
put on mounung, so that my hat is now qnife oul^ 
of fashion, and I shall not probaUy soon get an* 
other. This however is not likely to be of -much 
Qonsequence, for my husband keeps me shut up in 
my fine house, so that I hev^ get a» <^ortunity 
of wearing my shawl or necldace, akid' am so tirsd 
ci the sight of damask curtains, that I wish neier 
to see . them racve. What rendelrs my situation thd 
OKyse defdorable, is th» comparisons, I dmi^ while 
sitting at the window of my prison,, betweieh my 
own situation and that of a poor vro^nmi who lives 
in a sjhaH wooden two-jitory house o^r the way, 
and who, though she has neidier datnaa^k oiiitainiBy 
or pearl necklace, or cashn^fe shawl, can* go out 
when she pleases. If is all' my mother'sr faulty* 
who was for ever l^llmg me that 'it was better io 
be an dd raaq's dai'fing thaki a young" nianV dat^ 
a maxim ag^nst which I take this opportunitf^ W 
warn^ my whole sex. 

" Yours, &c. 

. " ILovisA* hocKvi;P\ 
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NATIONAL LITERATURE. 

It has been often observed by such as have at- 
tempted to account for the scarcity of romantk 
fiction among our native writers, that the history of 
the country affords few materials for such works, 
and offers Uttle in its traditionary lore to warm the 
heart or elevate the imagination. The remark has 
been so often repeated that it is now pretty gen- 
erally received with perfect docihty, as an incon- 
trovertible truth, though it seems tome without the 
shadow of a foundation. It is in fact an observa- 
tion that never did nor ever will apply to any na- 
tion, ancient or modem. 

Wherever there are men, there vnll be materials 
for romantic adventure. In the misfortunes that 
befall them; in the sufferings and vicissitudes which 
are everywhere the lot of human beings ; in the 
straggles to counteract fortune, and in the conflicts 
of the passions, in every situation of life, he who 
ttttdiea nature and draws his pictures from her rich 
a»d ineihifustiUe sources of variety, will always 
find enough of diose characters and incidents which 
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gire a reUsh to works of fancy. The aid of su- 
perstition, the agency of ghosts, fairies, goblins, 
and all that antiquated machinery which till lately 
was confined to the nursery, is not necessary to 
excite our wonder or interest our feelings ; although 
it is not the least of incongruities, that in an age 
which boasts of having by its scientific discoyeries 
dissipated almost all the materials of supersutiony 
i^ome of the most popular fictions should be founded 
upon a superstition which is now become entirely 
IJdiculoiis, even among the ignorant. 

The bestandmost perfect works of imagination 
appear to me to be those which are founded upon a 
combination of such characters as every genera- 
tion of men exhibits, and such events as have often 
taken place in the world, and will again. Such 
works are only fictions, because the tissue of events 
which they record never perhaps happened in pre- 
cisely the same train, and to Uie same number of 
persona, as are exhibited and associated in the ^- 
lation. Real life is fraught with adventures, to 
which the wildest fictions scarcely afford a parallel ; 
and it has this special advantage over its rival, that 
these events, however extraordinary, can always be 
traced to motives, actions, and passions, arising out 
of circumstances no way unnatural, and partaking 
of no impossible or supernatural agency* 
. Hei^ce it is, that the judgmen^.and the fancy arv 
both equally gratified in the pemaal of this cUm 
of fictioihsy If they are skilfoUy conducted; wlule 
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in those which hare nothing to reieonmi0nd them 
but appeals to the agency of beings in whose exist* 
ence nobody believes, and whose actions of course 
can hare no alliance either with nature or proba- 
bility, it is the imagination alone that is satisfied, 
and that only by the total subjection of every other 
faculty of the mind. 

It must be acknowledged, however, that these 
probable and consistent fictions* are by far the 
most difficult to manage. It is easy enough to 
bring about the most improbable, not to say impos* 
sible catastrophe, by the aiS of beings whose 
power is without limit, an(i whose motives are in<- 
senitable, though in my opinion it is always a proof 
of want of power in the writer when he is thu» 
compelled to call upon Hercules to do what he 
cannot perform himself. It is either an indication 
that his judgment is inadequate U> the arrangement 
of his materials and the adjustment of his plans, 
or that he is deficient in the invention of rational 
means to extricate himself from his difficulties. 

On the contrary, nothing is more easy than the 

management of this machinery of ghoste, goblins^ 

and fairies, who are subject neither to Longinus, 

Quinctilian, or Dryden (whom I look upon as the 

best critic of modem times); who ane always^ 

within call, and can be made active or passive, 

without the trouble of putting them or the author 

lo the inconvenience of being governed by any. ra« 

tional motive whatev^. Events that would be ex* 

M 2 



tnuordinary^ if they if ere not impoiisibte, m tk» 
brought about in a trice, without any preparatory 
and kborioiis arrangements of causes and effects^ 
and the fiction becomes thus consplete in its kind, 
by being equally elevated beyond our comprehen-- 
sioQ and belief* 

The rare and happy combination of inyention^ 
judgjlient, and experience, requisite to produce 
such a work as ,Tom Jones, is seldom twice found 
in. the same country while; thousands of mere 
romance-writers flourish and are forgotten in every 

age- 
In the raw material for the latter species of fics* 
tion, it must be acknowledged this country is quite 
deficient. Fairies, giants, and goblins are not in* 
digenous'her^, and with the. exception of a 'few 
witches that were soon exterminated,* omr worthy 
ancestors brought over with them not a single spe-^ 
cimen of Gothic or Gredan mythology. 

The only second-sight they possessed was found- 
ed on the solid basis of a keen recollection of the 
past, a rational anticipation of the. future. They ttc-- 
knowledged no agency above that of the physical 
and intellectual man,, except that of tfae Being that 
created him ; and they relied lor protection and sup» 
port on their own resolute perseverance, aided by ih» 
blessings of God. But if I mistake not, there i* 
that in the peculiarities of their character; in the 
motives which produced the resolution to emigrate 
to the wilderness ; in the courage and pers«rei«iio« 
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with which they coniStimmated this gallant eiitev- 
prise ; and in the wild and terrible peculiarities of 
their intercourse, their adventures, and their con- 
tests with the savages, amply sufficient for all the 
purposes of those higher works of imagination, 
which may. be called Rational Fictions. 

That these materials have as yet been little 
more than partially interwoven into the few fictions 
which this country has given birth to, is not owing 
to their being inapplicable to that purpose, but to 
another cause entirely. We have been misled 
by bad models, or the suffiages of docile crit- 
ics, who have bowed to the influence of rank and 
fashion, aad given testimony in favour of works 
which their better judgment must have condemn- 
ed. We have cherished a habit of looking to 
odier nations for examples of every kind, and de- 
based the genius of this new world by making it 
the ape and the tributary of that of the old. We 
have imitated where we might often have excelled ; 
we have overlooked our own riph resources, and 
sponged upon the e^chausted treasury of pur em- 
poverished neighbours ; we were born ricTi, and yet 
have all our lives subsisted by boirowii^g. , Hence 
it has continually occurred, that those who might 
have gone before had they chosen a new path^ 
have been content to come last, merely by follow- 
ing the old track. Many a genius that could and 
would have attained an equal height, in some new 

mtd unexplored region of fancy, has dwindled into 

23* 
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kiflignificance and antempt by afoapiog to tuck 
aome inferior spirit, to whom fashion had asaigned 
a temporary elevation. They ought to be tdd# 
that though fashion may give a momentary popuhr 
larity to works that neither appeal to national at- 
tachments, domestic habits, (h: those feelings which 
are the same yesterday, to-day, for ever, and every- 
where, still it is^ not by imitation they can hope 
to equal any thing great. It appears to me that 
the young candidate for the prize of genius, in 
the regions of invention and fancy, has but one 
path open to fame. He cannot hope to wing his 
way above those immojial works that have stood 
the test of ages, and are now with one consent rec- 
ognised as specimens beyond which the intellect 
of num is not permitted to soar. But a noble prize 
is yet within his grasp, and worthy oi the most 
aspiring ambition. 

* By freeing himself from a habit of aerrile im- 
itation ; by daring to think and feel, and express 
his feehngs ; by dwelling on scenes and events 
connected with our pride and* our affections ; by 
mdulging in those little peculiarities of thought, 
feeling, and expression' which belong to ev^ry na- 
tion ; by borrowing from nature, and not from those 
who disfigure or burlesque her — he may and will 
in time destroy the ascendency of foreign taste 
and opinions, and elevate his own in the place 
of them. These causes lead to the final establish* 
mem of a national literature, and give that air and 



ftOJUfirtTHM. tit 

iskaracier of originality which it is sure to acquiroi 
unless it is debased and expatriated by a habit of 
aervile imitation. 

The favourite, yet almost hopeless object of my 
oid age, is to see this attempt consummated. For 
this purpose, it is my delight to furnish occasion** 
ally such hints as may turn the attention of those 
who have leisure, health, youth, genius, and oppor- 
tUDities, to domestic subjects on which to exercise 
their powers. Let them not be disheartened, even 
should they sink into a temporary oblivion i^ the 
outset. This country is not destined to be always 
behind in the race of literary glory. The time will 
assuredly come, when that same freedom of thought 
and action which has given such a spur to our 
genius in other respects, will achieve similar wodp 
ders in Uterature. It is then that our early speci- 
mens will be sought after with avidity, and that 
those who led the way in the rugged discouraging 
path vrill be honoured, as we begin to honour the 
adventurous spirits who first sought, explored, and 

cleared this western wilderness. 

« 

These remarks will, we think, most especially 
apply to the fictions of the late Mr. Charles Brock- 
den Brown, which are a,m9ng the most vigorous and 
iffiginal effiirts of our native literature. Indeed, it 
appears to us that few if any writers of the present 
day exceed, or even approach him in richnests of. 
imagjnatioD, depth of feeling, conunand of lan- 
guage, aftd the facul^ of exciting a powerftil and 



pennaneiit interest in the reader. They constitute' 
a class of fictions standing alone by themselves ; 
they are the product of our soil, the efforts of one of 
our most blameless and esteemed fellow-citizens, 
and they would do honour to any country. Yet 
they want the stamp of fashion and notoriety ; they 
have never jbeen consecrated by the approbation of 
foreign criticism ; and, in all probability, a large 
portion of our readers are ignorant that they were 
ever written. 

Yet we hazard little in predicting that the period 
is not far distant when they will be rescued from 
oblivion by the band of some kindred spirit, and 
the people of the United States become sij^ciendy 
iadependent to dare to admire and to express their 
admiration of a writer who will leave many fcdlow- 
ers, but few equals ; and whose future fame will 
furnish a bright contrast to the darkness in which 
he is now enveloped. 



Letter from Oomelius Taykaonta, King of the 
Oneidas, ^c, ^c, to Ayaontaka, his Queen, 

" Madam, 
"FtNDiNG the holy alliance denmrred to my 
claim to a small kingdom in Europe, and being 
somewhat tired of French, cookery, I resolved to 
return to England to be present at the coronation of 
iir my brother^ George R. I arrived at Dover 



fM at the time the Queen of Eni^and landed, asid 

by that umaxiB missed the customary honours paid 

to royalty by this loyal people, who one day rail 

against their lord and master, and the next draw 

his carriage, shouting as loud as they can bawl. 

Not being allowed to pray for her majesty, they 

turned in and dragged her through the streets, with* 

out taking the least notice of me. However, every 

dog has his day, 

" Beii)g determined to be in good company, I 

joined the queen's suite, and accompanied her 

majesty all the way up to London ; that is, kept as 

close behind her as possible; and by that means 

came in for a considerable share of dust and glory. 

When we got near to the capital the people turned 

out in crowds to meet us, and charitably relieved 

the queen's horses, which was a very Christian^ 

Uke act^ for by Uiis time they were very tired. 

The queen made several bows and speeches by 

the way, but I thought the bows better than tlw 

speeches, for my part. I attempted to make « 

speech also, which was tolerably well received, 

and greeted with considerabje hissing. The peo^ 

pie, however, had seen me hefore^ and the second 

view of a legitimate kii^ i»:not half so imposing 

as the first* People get soon used to the sig^t of 

great persons, and it is good pohcy> I find, to keep^ 

them at a distance, as well as to let th^xi see yoiu 

as little as possible ; for even a fly may get accus* 

tinned to taking liberties with a legitimate no^.. 

m3 
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*^ The queen went to take lodgings with an alder* 
man,; for the sake of the good fare, I suppose, afl 
these people are famous for good eating. I fol** 
lowed in her train, and desired the servant to show 
me one of the best rooms ; but he only went into 
the house, and shortly returning, told me to get 
about my business. 1 suppose the queen was 
ashamed of my company, or perhaps was fearful 
my brother George K., who is a little inclined that 
way, might be jealous of her having a crowned head 
in her suite. So I was e'en obliged to go back 
again to the hotel, where they make a man pay for 
being shaved without a beard, and for cleaning 
boots that he never wore. 

** I cannot help again congratulating you, madam* 
my queen, upon the happiness you enjoy in being 
the wife of a civiUzed humane monarch like my- 
self. Had you the misfortune to be united to my 
brother George R., who acknowledges no wives 
but those of other men, you would have enough to 
do to defend your reputation against him and his 
friends, -who have been trying for the last fourteen 
years to make the present queen out to be a trol- 
lop. It seems my brother George has kept watch 
upon -her all the time, in the hope that after Imving 
thrown her in the way of temptation, she might be 
tempted to commit ^ome indiscretion. Now I 
think such conduct quite contemptible. I am told 
he has never called to see her since her arrival, 
though she has been away fourteen years, which I' 
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Aink is quite long enough to excite a man's cii* 
riosity to see how his wife looks. For my part, 
though I have only been absent a year and a half, I 
desire much to see you, and their royal highnesses 
Prince Pap and the Princess Lazybones. 

*'My brother George has taken various other 
methods of showing his indifference and dislike to 
the queen. He has forbid all his priests praying 
for her, which appears to me the extreme of malice. 
If she is a good woman, their prayers will cer- 
tainly do her no harm ; and if bad, she requires their 
prayers the more. When a ihan is going to be 
hanged for murder here, they allow the priest to. 
pray for his soul; though they don't give him a 
public funeral, and bury him among honest people, 
as begins to be practised in some parts of the civ* 
iUsed world. Then he refuses to furnish her with 
pocket*money, unless she will keep out of his 
sight; and she was obliged to sponge upon an alder- 
man for a dinner and night's lodging. Besides 
this, he has insisted that all the members of his 
great council who come up to town from the rotten 
boroughs to sell themselves, and who, from what I 
can learn, are a sort of redemptioners, shall vot^ 
for a secret committee to inquire into her private 
affairs. This committee is >to be composed of old 
men instead of old women, who are the best hands 
for finding out secrets. They are to inquire into 
every thing the queen has said, done, or thought 
for the last twenty years and more. This is done. 
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not with a view to p^oYQ her innocent, but to oottf 
vict her of what in this country dishonooni the 
husband more than the wife. The lady, howeren 
teems a bit of a virago, and gives the husband as 
good as he sends ; so that there is no saying wUch 
will wear the breeches in the end* For my }>art, I 
can't help laughing to see my brother George mate 
such a rout about the mere suspicion of what is 
here so common, that it is pretty notorious the nick? 
name of John Bull was given to this nation from 
there being so many homed beasts among th^m.* 
*^ It is inconceivable what a bustle this business, 
joined to the coronation, creates. Every o&e seems 
to have forgot private affairs and pubUc grievances, 
to talk of the coronation. The ladies of quality 
do nothing but go a shopping-rthe milliners run 
aboujt the streets from morning till night with band* 
boxes — the rich forget they are over bead -and earn 
in debt, and the poor that they are starving. The 
whole city is mad for finery and places to see the 
coronation, and people give as much for a square 
foot of space, as would support a poor family for ^ 

* From this, and other deep obseryations of King Cornelius, 
some of the critics have expressed doubts of these letters being 
Ipenuine. But when it is recollected that his majesty had mixed 
with the wKitet a good deal before he went abroad, and that he has 
kept the best company since, both in Enjgland and France, his 
remarks will appear perfectly natural. The gentlemen, however* 
who so laboriously discussed the authenticity of Osaian's Poems, 
may take the field on this occasion, if they have not already ex- 
pendM all their learning. 
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whole year. Being a sort <rf farother^ as it were, to 
the kii^ and qneen^ and not liking to be idle while 
odien were- so busy about me, it came into my 
head that I would try aild make peace between 
this quarrelsome coupk, in order that the people^ 
might have the satisfaction of paying some forty 
or ffty thousand poiuids mose on this joyful occa- 
sion. Accordingly, I wailed on my Lord Castle- 
reagh, who manages this affair for my brother 
George, and opened the negotiation* I proposed 
die good old m^hod practised on these occasions, 
to forget and forgive-^at which he shook his head. 
Then 1 4nigg^Bted the fiery ordkal of red hot^ougfa- 
duffes, over which honest women were accustomed 
to walk blindfolded without the least in|ttry-^ar 
irtdikh he kdced pleased, but said nothing. Lastly, 
i suggested the ideli of selling her at auction with 
a rope round her neck, as is commonly practised 
here, and hinted that I would go as high as half a 
orown for her. At this he looked as if he did not 
knew what to say for some time. At last, how* 
ever, he entered upon a long e]q)IaiMitidn, which I 
ooold not understand — so I took my leave, and 
went to the prime minister to know what hid lord- 
ship meant. I proposed the same plans, one after 
the other — at which the prime minister did nothing 
but pick his nose, a sign of his being a person of 
deep reflection. 

** Finding I could niake nothing of the business 

in tins quarter, I waited upon her majesty, in order 

24 
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ta.see if the had rsMoa in her. She receired me 
Yeiy graciously, as an old tiaveUing aiequainlance, 
and listened attentively to my advice, mrhich was^ ta 
accept the fifty thousand pounds a year offered to 
her. With such a fortune, there would be no dif« 
ficulty in her getting plenty of husbands ; to which 
I added, merely to encourage ike poor thtng, that 
If the money was properly secured, I would e'en 
marry her myself, in which case she would st^ be 
a queen. But, between ourselves, my dear, I wae 
only jesting) for I will nev«r trust this gorernment 
again, remembering as I do how ill they paid the 
Indians for scalping the Americans last war. Her 
majesty, who really seems almost as genteel and 
well-bred as some of the second-rate American la* 
dies, received all this very good-humoi»edlyi biit 
declined the advice; and snapping her fingers, 
solemnly assured me ishe would bring my brethes 
George to his marrow-bones. 

"How it will end I can't say; but for my purt I 
am inclined to believe that in the end the gray mare 
will turn out the better horse. My love to this 
people, who enjoy spending money exceedingly, 
but grumble like bears when they come to pay the 
bill, inclines n^e strongly to hope the queen will 
also be crowned on this occasion, as they will then 
have the satisfaction not only of seeing two people 
crowned instead of one, but of paying double for 
th^ pleasure . Thus the coronation of her majesty 
will increase their happiness greatly. In fact. 
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Aothing haa equalled the loyalty of the citizeM 
since they heard how much it would CQSt to put the 
crown on my brother George's head, and they 
have done little else ever since but break windowSi 
a aure sign they are in a humour for jesting. How 
those who live at a distance, and pay the piper 
without hearing the music, or joining in the dance, 
will feel on the occasion, is more than I know; for 
it has become dangerous of late for people to ex- 
press their feelings in this kingdom. After all, 
though, it is a fine thing to be a king among a po- 
lite, civilized, moral, and religious people, for he 
can not only be as immoral and irreligious as he 
likes, but it takes nearly a million of money to 
fasten on his crown, and five milUons a year to 
keep it there. AU which proves very clearly that 
a king can do no wrong, or the people would cei^ 
tainly never put up with such matters. 



• '' I have been so busy for some time past in pre* 
paring for the coronation, that I thought best to 
leave the finishing of this letter until the important 
affair was over, as well to do it at 'more leisare, as 
to give you some account of the ceremony. You 
canH imagine, madam, what difficulties I had in 
completing my costume, on account of my brother 
George having bought up all the finery in ihe king- 
tea for his own use. Not being able to procuiv 



a fobe of ermine as I wished, I selected ihe 
of ft large hear fnoqi among my baggage, and had 
the horns of my buffalo cap splendidly new gilt 
for the occasion, for I was resolved my brother 
George shoidd not be the only punch of the pup- 
pet-show. In adcUtion to this, I procured a star td 
flare in-front of my bearskin, as is the custom with 
people of high rank. It was made of glass to be 
«ure; but I was assured I shonld'not be disgraced 
INK that accouift, as there would be a great deal of 
•paste abroad that day. My suite was equipped in 
m splendid manner, and we all waited with great 
anxiety for the happy day. I nerer thought that a 
mere show would agitate iny mind in this manner ; 
butwhen all around do nothing but talk about <me 
tiung, and are agitated by one feeling, it is diffieiA 
tO; escape falling into the current (tf general en* 
thusiasm, and being swept away. 

^' I must not foi;get to tell you there hate been 
great struggles among the nebility here for the hon- 
our of performing certain offices about the person of 
my brothear George, whidi in America are jDrinci* 
pally done by the negroes. I mean putting on th<| 
king's shirt, handing a cup of wine at dinn^, or a 
basin and towql to wash himself after eating* li 
seems the people who do these menial offices are 
etititled to his majei^'s shirt afterward, as well aa 
to ^ cup out o£ which he drinks, and the towel 
with yffhick be wipes his royal beard. Two Uunga 
ftmck n)« (m this oceasion-*one, that kings- mwl 



certainly be very lofty persons, to make great no- 
blemen dispute the honour of doing for them what, 
among republicans, a common white- man is de* 
graded for submitting to — ^the other, that they-must 
be very much in want of shirts and towels. 

" These are objects of ambition only to the very 
highest and most ancient orders of nobility, who 
are called high and mighty princes. But there are 
smaller matters, which the little folks axe just as 
anxious to obtain as their betters. The priests of, 
the temple where the crown is to be put upon the 
head of my brother Geoige, insist upon having a 
finger in the pie, for which they claim six yards of 
velvet a-piece. One is to put the crown on his 
head, while another holds up the tail of his robe. 
One is to carry his gilt spurs, and another claims 
the privilege of whipping all the naughty boys of 
the parish on this spe(:ial occasion. In short, 
madam, they all seem to be anxious to figure in 
the show, and to get a remnant of velvet, a shirt, 
or a towel, on this memorable occasion. It is so 
long since thelast coronation, that I suppose the 
old ones must be worn out a great while ago, which 
accounts for their eagerness to get new. 

" A very distinguished personage has- put in a 
claim to the leavings of the great coronation feast, 
which he maintains have been enjoyed by his fore- 
fathers from time out of mind, and which I should 
suppose ought to be given to the waiters and 
poor people. Indeed, madam, if every one is al- 
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lowed hk ckdm, there id reason to fear that mf 
brother George will not have a shirt to his backy 
a silver spooo, or a mouthful of cold victuals for 
a luncheon left. In return for these, however, it 
must be confessed, that the highest noblemen in 
the kingdom vnll perform menial offices, which one 
of the lowest of my &ithful subjects would sanra 
to do for me, on any occasion. But -the drollest 
thing of all is, that date ladies have petitioned to 
appear, at the drawing-room without their petti* 
coats, and his majesty has been pleased to grant 
their request, in order to add to the brilliant display 
on this occasion.* 'Tis a fine thing to be a king in 
these parts. 

'' To speak truth, I felt rather inclined to laugh 
at all this nonsense, as I thought it, until a person 
who has taken a great deal of pains to civilize me, 
assured me that it would be a very solemn ceie^ 
mony, and that it was quite impossiUe to keep 
up' the dignity of a king- without it. His best ar- 
gument, i thought, was, that where the great mass 
of the people had little or no understanding, it was 
necessary to appeal to their eyes. They woukl not 
be able properly to estimate the dignity of a king 
without the finery and show, which is in fact the 
principal- agent of his power. He instanced the 
case oi a private person, who passes with the vul« 

* King Cornelius has made a blunder here, which is somewhac 
excusable. The permission is to appear at court without hoop 
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fsr for a gemleman solely on the csedtt of huk 
equipage and fine clothes, 

'* On expressing my wonder that so many greal 
Bobles and chiefs should dispute the honour of 
puttii^ on my brother George's shirt, carrying off 
his dirty towels, and coming in for the leavings of 
his table^ he assured me that all these things an* 
swered an excellent end. When the vulgar came 
to see ev^Et their masters struggling for the honour 
of performing these menial offices for his m^estyi 
it not only taught them that' he was elevated a 
Ibousand degrees over those who were raised a 
thousand degrees over them, but that it was no deg- 
radation to be slaves to the masters, who thought 
it none to be slaves to theirs. But the most excet* 
lent result of all was^ that the people were, by these 
examples, taught their own insignificance and deg- 
radation in comparison with their royal master^ and 
diiis brought to* a proper sense of bearing their bur- 
dens with decency, instead of grumbling in an impi* 
ous and treasonable maimer, as diey were apt to do« 
Upon this I was perfectly satisfied, and thought it a 
very sensible affidr; although I could not help ex- 
pressing a doubt that a system, held togetlier by 
these puppet-wires, was not likely to last long. 
Upon this he toM me, that when a house or a ship 
grew old, riclcety, and decayed, it was especially re- 
quisite to b^ particularly careful of the rotten parts» 
wUch were absolutely essential to keep the frame 
logetllef . Upon my suggesting the taking out these 



VMxm parts and rcpJacing them wiA smiml, b 
left me in ■ passion, swearing I was a niiai, tnd 
wanted to take away his pension. 

"As lite lime appointed for this solemn sxk- 
mony approaches, e?erybody seems to prepare for 
it with an ardour and impatience that inneueB 
ererydsy. The ladies are marshalling iheii Gnery 
— the nobles are brushing up their old rutty coro- 
' nets — the lower orders are pi^taring their throat* 
for the moat sonorous acclamations by a regular 
system of starvation, such-aa our people practice 
before Betting out on a hunting expedition — and the 
soldiers are scouring their guns, and sharpoiing 
their bayonets, to be the better able to keep the 
loyalty of the people in good oidei, by pricking 
them occasionally when they ai^troach too near hia 
sacred majesty my brother George. All this j& 
natural- enough among a people whose reverence 
for kings is a part of their religion, and whose 
habits, as well as education, have fitted them for 
every species of obedience ; but what pUticuUily 
surprises me is to find this spirit actually pervading 
ttie people of the republic of the United States, if 
I may judge from their sewspapets, which are read 
to me every day. 

." I find them filled with the most toinute details 
of the progress of these preparadons, as well am 
of the quarrel between these worthy people, my 
brother George and his wife. Despising us poten* 
Me*, as thay sf ect to do, it is quite hdiculow to 
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lee the interest they take in the cancems of «A 
eideriy gentleman and his wife. One would be in* 
dined to suspect, that in spite of their boastings, 
they have not yet entirely conquered their reTer** 
ence for the blood royal, seeing, as we do, how a 
private citizen of that country may advertise hii 
wife as a runaway, or fiKrbid every one from trusting 
her, without one soul caring a fig about it except 
the neighbouring gossips. After all, judging from 
these Appearances, it is quite clear, that with all 
their pretences, they think a great deal mixte of ua 
legitimates than they are wilUng to allow, or they 
would scarcely feel such an interest in the squab* 
Ues of two people &ree thousand miles off, and, as 
I verily am inclined to suspect, neither of them any 
better than they should be — ^both in all probability 
much to blame, and both unworthy the sympathy 
even of their own subjects, much less the free peo« 
pie of another hemisphere. 
' ** But alter all the magnificent preparations of 
myself and my brother George, it seems, from what 
I have . lately learned, the coronation is to be put 
off until next year. I should be as much mcntified 
at this as are several of the nobility, who seem to 
think themselves in danger of losing the shirts, 
towels, renmants of velvet, and cold victuals, 
tr^e it not that, owing to an unlucky affair, I should 
m>t have been permit^ to be present if it had 
taken place at the time first appointed. 
. *** Yoor royal majesty must know, dial in order 



that the principal aclors in the great puppet-show 
niight be perfect in .their parts when, the exhibiti<» 
came before the public, they have for some months 
past been r^ukrly diiBed in the great chuidi 
where the coronation is to.take place. Now being* 
as I before stated, determined to make a good 
figure, in order to be prepared for .the occasion, I 
bribed the sexton of the church with a beayer-skin 
to give me entrance in complete costume, at a time 
when the king iny brother George and his court 
were going through the rehearsal, so that I am hap^ 
pily able to give your majesty some idea of part 
of this vast ceremony. 

" I entered the great aisle of the building just 
as my^brother George was in all his glory — ^thst is, 
covered with all the finery he bad got together for 
the purpose, and strutting about under a canopy 
carried by eight great nobles, ornamented whha 
number of little jingling bells. I could not help 
observing, however, that the cap which usually ac- 
companies the bells at BaHholomew fsur, and other 
like places, was wanting on this occasion. The 
moment I entered in my buffalo^skin and gilded 
horns, every eye was turned up<Mi me; although, I 
must confess, I thought my brother the king in 
every respect finer dressed than myself, except 
that lus horns were not gilded. He looked radier 
angry at me, I thought, but I kept my place, and 
was determined not to be daunted. 
. ^< When my brother George had gone through 
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ids part with the cap and bells, a man entered m 
horsefa^k) himself and sleed clothed in complete 
armour, and richly caparisoned. On inquiry, I 
foimd that this was the king's great champion, 
CQiiie tfaidier to maintam his right to die crown, 
and that whoever answered his challenge, and over- 
came him, would be fully entitled to be crowned in 
ny brother George's place. 

" Thinking this a good opportunity of supplying 
the omission of the holy alliance in not granting 
me a small kingdom in fhu^pe, where kings are 
8omd>odies, I resolired to have a bout widi the 
champion. The moment, therefore, he challenged 
tliie world td contest nofy brother's right, and threw 
down his glove in defiances, T brandished my war- 
ctah^ and gave sir champion a blow that brought 
him down with a clang somewhat like the tumbling 
in of a ten plate stove. Upon this I denuuided 
of him to owii himself vanquished ; and was pro- 
ceeding to my brother George to receive the crown 
which I had fairly won, when I was treacherously 
overpowered by his guards, and carried to prison; 
al&ough I insisted on the laws of battle, and thkt 
I had become their liege lord by right of conquest. 

** But for all this the disloyal knaves hurried me 
away, so that I not only lost my crown and king- 
dom, which I had won in fair battle, but also mi^ed 
the rest of the show. Upon demanding an expla- 
nation, they told me that the whole affair was a 
mtre sham; and diat the poor champion was nothing 



more tbaiv a quiet, peaceaj^le country ckrgyinai^ 
who ttdver bore arms in his life before, eabcept 
against Satan., I waa waxy for in]f^ mistake ; bul 
after all, it was their own fault, tp put spch tcieki. 
upon traTelless.. These preachers had better stay 
at home attending their flocks, instead of swag- 
germg abput in armour on horsdsack, and chal- 
lenging people to turn out and fight fcnr the crowi^ 
like the lion and the unicorn on my brother George's 
coat of arms. 

y On my explaining the mistake which caused 
me to unhorse the great champion, and making the 
necessary apology, I was released from prison;, 
with a hint that the sooner I left the country the 
more agreeable would be my company while I 
staid. It is therefore my intention to leave this in* 
hospitable land by the first opportunity,, after coo* 
eluding an alliance offensive and defensive with my 
bi!other George, who has promised ta make me a 
major-general if I will only now and then order 
my faithful subjects to murder a few American 
women and children. On my arrival I shall order 
a coronation of my own, as I don't wish to lose 
the benefit of all my preparations. If I find, on 
inquiry, that you have suppoicted the honour of 
my crown and the dignity of the nation with due^ 
discretion, your majesty skidl partake in the solemr 
nity ; but if otherwise, I shall certainly oidera bill 
of pains and penalties, and many my brother 
George's wi&, provided he allows ker a good maui- 
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Miance on their separation. I desire your lOyid 
majesty, therefore, to be ready, and to not^ my 
fEuthful subjects the Oaeidas to prepare for this 
sdemn and imposing celebration. * If they don% 
every soul of them, man, woman, and child, turn 
out on the occasion, shout tike a flock of wolves in 
a frosty night, break Qbed Peabody's windows if 
any remain, and drag me to my roysJ palace, I shall 
not fail to hang some dozen or two for treas^m, 
and* as many more for impiety, in order to teach 
them what is due the Lord's anointed. 

^^I, the king, 

" CORNSLIUS R." 



HIC FINIS FANDL 

Thb reader who, with a patience worthy of a 
greater reward than any in our power to bestow, 
has thus far resdutely accompanied us to the pres- 
ent issue of our labours, must hare noticed that al- 
most all the fatigues of conducting the work have 
fallen upon our worthy principal, Launcelot Lang- 
Staff. Al&ough the secret has hitherto been care- 
fully concealed, lesi it might throw a glocnn over 
tihe public mind, and increase the dejHession of 
the times, it can now no longer be concealed. The 
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heahh of the old gentletnan sunk under the taskt 
and for some time he had been gradually decli-^ 
ning into a state that called forth aU the anxieties 
of his friends, who foresaw that his course was 
soon to be brought to a close. 

In conducting the second series of this wotk he 
fared indeed like the undertakers of most of our 
periodical papers, who set out with the promise of 
assistance from a vast many literary gentlemen, 
who never contribute a single line. He was wont 
to observe, that from the increasing indolence of 
his worthy copesmates, many people began to sus- 
pect, that notwithstanding the great show of men 
he affected to muster in his outset, he was in reality 
pretty much in the predicament of some of our ex- 
cellent brevet officers, who scamper about on the 
Fourth of July as if the enemy was at their heels, 
and make a great figure, mthout having so much 
as a little bandy-legged drununer under their com- 
mand. 

In justice to myself and honest William Wizard, 
I will endeavour, now that we are about to bid a 
final farewell to the public, to account for the little 
agency we two have had in conducting the latter 
part of this work. However careless men may 
be in preserving a good name during their lives, 
all are ambitious of a little praise after death, and 
aspire at least to the honours of an epitaph. 

For myself, I confess to the world that I have 
lately discovered I begin to grow old, which is gen- 



erally one of the last lessons of a bachelor's life, 
andy like the recovery of a madman's wits, indi- 
cates that he has not long to live. I have therefore 
been lately endeavouring to make preparations for 
the final catastrophe by looking out for a wife, that 
I may have somebody to close my eyes when I 
am dead, and to- hold me up as an example to her 
second husband. Should I succeed in my at- 
tempts, I mean to behave so kindly to my wife» 
that though an old man (I confess it), she shall not 
fail to remember me with gratitude, if not with 
love. For this desertion of the most ancient order 
of bachelors I have no other apology to make than 
that, although the single state may be pleasant 
enough through the spring and summer of life, the 
autumn and the winter are melancholy seasons, 
when there is none near and dear to us to make the 
fireside look cheerful. 

The occasion of Will Wizard^s obstinate si- 
lence is also a love affair, which has for a long 
while past occasioned infinite merriment to those 
in the secret. It is now more than ten years since 
he began to exhibit demonstrations of a preference 
for Miss Barbara Cockloft. This predilection he 
displayed in various ways altogether peculiar to 
himself, but most especially by sitting with his 
chin resting on one end of the sofa, gazing at her 
as she sat at the other, for whole hours together, 
without uttering a single word. At other times he 
would sit beside her, snipping little bits of riband 
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or muslin with her scissors ; and when he felt him- 
self sufficiently imboldened, would insist upon 
llureading her needle, with a wink which, though 
nobody could comprehend, he considered particu- 
larly significant. Having pursued this method of 
courtship some six or eight years, he began to look 
upon her as actually engaged to marry him, al- 
though be had never talked of love in her presence; 
and grew intolerably jealous of several spruce old 
bachelors who visited at the house occasionally, 
none of whom, I verily believe, had a thought of in- 
terfering with his happy prospects. I remember 
some years since presenting her with a rose, a 
piece of oldfashioned gallantry I hold in ^eat 
respect, which so afironted Will that he called me 
Mr. Evergreen for a week afterward, and took 
every opportunity of sneering at the gallantries of 
old bachelors. 

About six months ago he virrought himself up 
to a declaration, being thereunto stimulated by the 
late almost total stagnation of commerce, which 
left him entirely out of employment. Being too 
modest either to declare himself viva vocCy or even 
to deliver the letter in which he had poured forth 
his whole soul with genuine eastern pathos, he 
concluded to send it by one of the carrier pigeons 
which belonged to the old gentleman whose sys- 
tem of rural economy we commemorated in a' 
former number. Accordingly he tied the letter 
round the bkd's neck after the manner he h|id seen 
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in the east, and sent her on this important 
errand of love. 

The pigeon, unconscious of the dignity of her 
embassy, instead of bending her course directly to 
Cockloft Hall, as she ought to have done, gambolled 
about in airy circles for a while, and at length drop* 
ped the letter where it was found by an old lady 
walking in her garden, wha forthwith called a tea* 
party on the occasion. I dont know how it was, 
but though every one present disclaimed opening 
the letter or knowing any thing of its contents, the 
secret transpired, and, in the natural course of 
events, came to the ears of Mrs. Cockloft. The 
old lady forthwith categorically demanded an ex- 
planation of her daughter, who first fainted away, 
I and then confessed her secret. Will was imme- 

diately sent for; and after receiving a severe 
reprimand for thus secretly tampering with the 
affections bf a young and inexperienced girl, 
was formally aeknowledged as the future son- 
in-law. 

Never was there such a bustle at the hall as the 
disclosure and the preparations for this marriage 
occasioned. Such an event had not taken place 
in the family of Cockloft in all its branches for 
thirty years, and it was determined that it should 
be remembered at least thirty years more. . Every 
thing was conducted in a style of sixty years ago, 
before the fashion came up of crying at v^eddings 
and laughing at funerals. The old demijohn of wine, 
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which had been set aside 6n Miss Barbara's birth* 
day to be druak at her wedding, and which every- 
body had long despaired of tasting, was now 
drained of its sparkling freight, and every thing 
above stairs, as well as every thing below, shared 
in the liberal festivity. Limbs that had not ca- 
pered, and hearts that had not leaped with joy, for 
many a y6ar, now waxed merry in the sprightly rev- 
elry ; nor did the bride faint, or the bridegroom look 
as if he wa^ just going to be hanged, as is usual 
on such occasions. One thing I must not omit to 
notice on this occasion, as it was considered as a 
clear indication that Miss Cockloft the elder would 
never be married. The demijohn of wine which 
had in like manner been set apart for her wedding- 
day was discovered to be entirely empty, without 
any person being able to give any account of the 
matter. 

But alas ! reader, the toe of the grave-digger is 
on the^heel of the dancing-man ! That very night, 
when the sound of gayety had ceased in the old 
hall, and sleep hovered over all the house, the 
good Launcelot, having perhaps tasked his almost 
worn-out spirits too hardly in order to do honour 
to the nuptials, was smitten with the arrow of death ; 
which, after rankling about his heart a few days, 
carried him at last to his long home. His death 
was such as might naturally have been expected 
from the innocence of his life, and the mingled 
strength and caroiess eccentricity of his character. 



He gare little keepsakes to all his old fUends, and 
devised every thing away that he had in the world 
, but a plain gold ring, which he had worn ever since 
I first knew him, and which he desired might go With 
htm to his grave. At his death the newspapers for- 
got to record the old story, that " a great man had, 
fallen in Israel/' neither did the whole world weep 
for his loss. But there were left behind him a few 
old friends who must soon follow, but who, while 
they live, will not forget their ancient comrade. 

Should any stranger ever be inclined to visit hifl 
grave, he naay find it by the description which fol- 
lows. He lies buried in the churchyard of a neigh- 
bouring church,* which would hardly be perceived 
through the groves of old locust-trees which shadow 
it on every side, were it not for the little white 
steeple that peeps over the tops. Oh the right, at 
a little distance, and near enough to be associated 
with the church, is a forest of silver pines ; to the 
left, and just at the extremity of. the graveyard, 
^ runs a brawling brook, whose high rocky sides are 
covered with a growth of hemlock-trees, that would 
make a stranger totally unconscious of the neigh- 
bourhood of the stream, were not its^murmurings 
heard at a considerable distance below. The brook 

* The reader may perhaps see some resemblance between the 
■cene and character here described, and a sketch by our old as- 
sociate Geoffrey Crayon, in a late number. It is hardly worth 
while to alter it now, as it was done some time before the publi- 
cation of the other. It may remain as a memorial that our early 
scenes of life and early recollections were associated together. 
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is crossed by a dam a little way below, which makes 
a beautiful little lake directly in front of thechurchf 
whose waters are like crystal, reflecting the rocks 
and trees that hang over its steep and rugged 
banks. 

A number of old trees half decayed, fit emblems 
of man, and all the productions of nature over 
which his beneficent Maker gave him dominion^ 
are dispersed at random among the tomb-stones, 
where are recorded the virtues of half a dozen 
generations of men, whose faults, if they had any, 
are long since forgotten. Some of these memo- 
rials are carved in wood ; others engraved on free- 
stone ; while here and there a stately white marble 
rears its head high above the humble things around, 
often mistaken for a sheeted ghost by the skittish 
rustic whose hard fate it is to pass by the church* 
yard at night. But by far the greater number of 
tenants of these silent mansions sleep without any 
memorial, and nothing marks the spot where they 
rest but a little mound, covered with grass and 
briers, or a little hoUow in the earth, where it has 
sunk in consequence of the decay of their " narrow 
house." I remember the last time Launcelot and 
I visited this spot together, one mild summer twi* 
light. He stopped at one of these undistinguished 
mounds, and planting his cane upon the ground, 
addressed me with a smile half serious, half gay, 
as follows : 
^ " Would you believe it, my old fxiend, in this 
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ipot repose the remains of the first man — I don't 
mean Adam-^nt the first man that ever inflicted 
upon me the discipline of the birchen twig. It is 
ablest sixty years since! saw him deposited in this 
yery grave. I remember it almost as if it were 
but yesterday ; for it was the first time I ever wit- 
nessed this last scene of lifers drama, and it made 
a lasting impression. His name was Tobit, and he 
was reckoned the most expert flogger for fifty miles 
round. That he deserved the character he had ob- 
tained I can bear testimony. I remember I wore 
a red coat at that day, which not only occasioned 
me many a severe battle with the turkey-cocks, but 
likewise cost me many a sound flagellation from 
the professor of birch. I never robbed an orchard, 
or made one in a moss-trooping expedition, that my 
red coat did not betray and bring me to condign 
punishment. Tobit used once or twice a day to 
leave his school, and pay a visit to a pretty black- 
eyed widow that lived at no great distance, at which 
times he would delegate the charge of keeping or- 
der upon one of his flock. If the regent did his 
duty to his master by telling tales, he of course got 
the ill-will of his playmates ; if he played the 
honest fellow, and said nothing, he got well flogged 
lor his pains ; for the secret was pretty sure to be 
discovered one way or another. It was by acting 
occasionally in this responsible situation that I 
first took a distaste to places of honour, wliich I 

Still preserve. He had been pinned to this same 

n3 
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spot more than forty years ; and was heard to boatl, 
not long before bis deaths that there was not n man 
in the whole parish that be had not flogged atl^asl 
half a dozen times. Yet here he lies, at least all 
that is left of him, without a memorial, a pregnant 
instance of human ingratitude. If I Uve, I am de- 
termined to erect a stone over his grave, if it be 
only that the memory of his dexterity in flourishing 
the birch may not be lost to posterity. 

*^ But see here" — continued he, passing on a little 
farther to a high grave-stone, purporting to be 
erected to the memory of a man of many titles-^ 
" Here lies a most notable hero, who commanded a 
company of militia during the old war, and, as I 
remember, wore a cocked hat in consequence all 
his hfe afterward. He used to come into the village 
where I boarded when at the academy, mounted 
on his war-horse, which possessed the singular in- 
stinct of carrying his master home safe without hia 
knowing any thing of the matter. On these occa»* 
sions the whole village was in an uproar; for the 
first sortie he made was generally into the tavern 
on horseback, as he scorned to enter it in any other 
manner. Here, after carousing pretty lustily, tel- 
ling the story of his having once put a whole troop 
of yagers to flight with his own hand, and treating 
every one that came in his way, he would mount 
his horse, and ride up the steps into the long piazza 
of a worthy townsman, who, as the revolutionary 
hero affirmed, was a great tory during the war. 
Here he would prance back and fcMrth, vapouring 
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aiid braving, until his antagonist was fain to turn 
out and accompany him to tlie inn, where they 
never failed to quarrel drnring the rest of the even* 
ing. The warrior was a large, burly-looking man, 
full of sound and fury, who always waxed wroth in 
proportion as his adversary grew cooL The other, 
oa the contrary, was a tall^ rawboned^ shrewd man, 
who knew the captain's cue exactly, and had a per-^ 
feet command of his own temper, which gave him 
great advantages. He would alternately irritate 
and sooth him, to the infinite amusement of the 
village loungers; and when tired of the sport, con- 
clude .with telling the story of the captain's once 
hiding behind the chimney when he thought the 
British were comings By the time he had got 
fiadrly through the story the captain was generally 
on horseback, defying his adversary to mortal com- 
bat. Here» after parading some time, he generally 
put himself under the safe conduct of his horse, 
v^ho soberly trotted home with his valiant master." 
In this way the old gentleman amused himself 
by revealing his early rural recollections, until we 
came to a tomb over which some little shrubbery 
had been planted, which indicated something more 
than ordinary. " Here," said he, with a counte- 
nance more sad than usual, ''here are deposited 
the reniains of a mother and her little tvrins, who 
all three died within four-and-twenty hours of each 
other. The mother was my only sister; a noble 
'woman, whose mind and person were equally 
lovely. The little twins were so much alike that 
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I never could distinguish the one from the other, 
and even the quick searching eye of an affectionate 
mother waa often at a loss. One of them wore a 
pinky the other a blue riband, in order that they 
might be known apart. One spark of life seemed 
to animate them, and it was extinguished almost 
at the same moment. One of those sore throats 
which sometimes almost depopulate little districts 
of the country swept away the children and tkeit 
mother, who all rest here together, their fate com« 
memorated in this simple epitaphs 

** * They were lovely and pleasant in their Uves, 
and in their deaths they were not divided.^ 

" I believe," continued he, '^ I could give the 
story of all the human race, their lives and deaths, 
were I to traverse the whole of this little refuge 
of mortality, and sketch the history of each of the 
tenants of these silent mansions. But the cowbell 
is silent, the dew begins to fall heavily, and if Mrs, 
Cockloft were to hear yon whippoorwill, she weuM 
think one or other of us would certainly die before 
long. If it should be my lot to go first,** added 
he, smiling, '^bury me beside those little innocents. 
I hope I may not disgrace their society, either now 
or hereafter." 

I recollected his wish, and it was complied with. 
His epitaph is not yet vmritten. The reader may 
make onet to please himself, provided be does not 
venture to insinuate that the old gentleamn ooighl 
to have died some ten years a§o. 

Atrrxomr Evsrgresn. 

THS END. 



